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THE 


PREFACE. 


Pious Reader, 


On are here preſented with the Ho: 
ly Life of Gregory Lopez, # 
lively pattern in theſe latter 
ties of the Solitude Devoti- 

ons aud Mortifications , of the ancient 
Hermites. Before which I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to give you a ſhort Charatter of the 
Perſon, as to two chief prattices of his life, 
his Devotions, and his Mortifications ; 
that ſo the following Relation, in which ſe- 


© weral things at the firſt appearance may 


ſeem to you very ſtrange, might be rendred 
more intelligible, and leſs ſurprizing, 

Lo here, then, a Youg Man, who, aftes 
he had in his Childhood lived about ſix- 
years with an Hermite 27 Spain, was 
drawn from thence by his Parents , and 
made a Noble-man's Page in the Spaniſh 
Court ; But there alſo, additting him- 
ſelf, in whatever exteriour employment, to 
continual Mental Prayer, at length, now 
twenty years old, left Court, Kindred, Re- 
lations, Country, and ſought a greater ſt- 
litude and receſs for his Devotions in the 
Welt-Indies : where being perceiveds af- 
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ter be had firſt, with Pr:yer, and Faſt- 


mg & whole Lent together only with 
Bread and Water, implored the Druine 


direftion in what way he might beſt ſerve, © 


and wholly devote himſelf to his Heaveily 
Majeſty, he withdrew himſelf wmto the 
remoteſt parts inhabited by the Spaniards, 


and there in a Deſert built himſelf a Cell, 


lying on the ground with only a Sheep-skin 
or two under him,makzing, during his whole 
life, only one meale a day, and wn his for- 
ener times eating no fleſh, but feeding on 
wild fruits and herbs (amongſt which in 
ſome places Purſlane and Wild Quinces 
were a good part of his diet) and on Maiz, 
or Indian Corn parched ; without ahing 


this of any one;but az God,by the gift of the . 
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Spaniards, or many times alſo of the wild 


Indians fro time to time made proviſion 
for him; and ſo ſpent day, and night, 
whenever not aſleep, in Praycr, 

Where alſo he choſe for his firſt Exer. 
ciſe only thoſe words of the Lord's Prayer 
Fiat voluntas tua , ficut in c#lo, & in 
terra, Thy will be done, as in Heaven ſo 
on Earth : Amen, Feſus, By which words 
he implored the DivineGrace, mn all things, 
both to do, and to ſuffer, God's will: 
God's will he done borh in, on, Him,r: 


an | 
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” anentire reſignation of himſelf to it ; and 
by Him 27 4 perfett obedience of it ; Even 


as God's will alſo is done in Heaven by the 
Holy Angels the Citizens thereof ; 172 their 
punttual obedtence, there, to all his com- 
mands, Pſal. 102. Which prattice he con- 
tinued for the three firſt years of his retire- 
eneat, repeating theſe words mentally at” e- 
very reſpiration, or taking of his breath ; 
whatever other neceſſary exteriour employ- 
ment at ſome times might happen to detain 
him: there being indeed n0 external attion, 
whether common or alſo ſacred, as reading 
the Scriptures, or pros Books, but that 
well conſiſteth with internal 
Prayer : ( As Nehemiah's Neh. 2. 4,5 . 
heart was lift up in Prayer 
whilſt he made his addreſſes to King Alt- 
ſuerus): And the Apoltle's Precepe of 
praying always, with much care and re- 
flettion, may be obſerved in a literal ſenſ, #2 
as alſo we read 5f ſeveral Saints that bad 
attained by cuſtome to a perpetual ſenſe of 
God's Preſence, and converſe with him, un 
the tranſattion of their moſt ſerious ſecular 
affairs: And the Angels or Seraphims, 
that had no reſt night or day from faying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, [Apocal. 4.8. _] yet are 
net hereby excluded from all other offices or 
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ſervice, But here we maywell conceive * - 


this Devotion of Gregory's not always per- 
formed with the ſame degree of attention 
and application of mind , but admitting 
ſome remiſſion, as accompanied with other 


neceſſary ations, or alſo recreations : And 


again; that the recital of theſe words, af- 
ter a cuſtome and habit thereof, became 
much more eaſy, as he ſaid ; [chap. 26, ] 
and ſoreadily recurred to his mind, that it 
would have bin the greater difficulty to for- 
bear them : as things accuſtomed run in our 
fancy, when we would chaſe then out of it : 
and as we fee a Muſician's fingers after 
long prattice, even whilſt he diſcourſeth, to 
play-on the ſame tune , and obſerve all the 
ſame its accuſtomed ſtops and motions. Nor 
will he wonder at ſuch an holy exerciſe, its 
not being totally extruded or intercepted by 
other attions, who well conſiders the ftrange 
agility and volatilencſs of the Mind, and 
how vard a thing 1t us to think ſteadily on 
one thing only at once; And he that ob- 
ſerves the great induſtry one, much encum- 
bred with ſueular affairs, muſt uſe to per- 
form iis devations without other thoughts 
antruding aud moleſting them, may appre- 


bend the [ime dijpiculty of one much pratti- 


{ed in acuotions to tranſatt other aff airs 
without a mixture of theſe,Yet in this time 
| lo 
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fo holily employed , he ſauth, he was not 


free from many terrible Temptations, ma- 
ny of them, we may ſuppoſe, from the con- 
cupiſcences of the Fleſh, in ſuch a reſtraint 
of his nature from all its contents, and pex- 
haps others yet higher from 

Satan, ( ſuch as St. Baſil, | Ep.ad.Chi- 
one well experienced in lonem, 

this way, mentions to his 

Scholar Chilo,j when deſigning ſuch a re- 
tirement J, as the Uſeleſneſs of ſuch a life 


for the common Good, or Vain-glory in the 


ſragularity of it ; Curioſity for news, and 
the knowing of impertinencies already for- 
ſaken ; Inconſtancy im his purpoſe, Diſtruſt 
of ſubſiſtence, and the like; ] which, he 
ſaith, chiefly aſſaulted himin the remiſſion 
of his attention to his Prayer, and that his 
doing the ſame thing with a greater fer- 
vour of ſpirit and devotion was his beſt and 
uſual remedy for repelling them, 

His Three firſt Years ſpent in this Ex- 
erciſe, he advanceth to another, wherein 
this Voluntas Dei zs compleated ; A per- 
petwal AE or Exerciſe of Love : the lov- 
ing of God with all his mind, all his ſoul, 
all his irength ; and his Neighbour in 
the ſame manner as himſelf ; (which is 
the ſumm of God's Law & of his Will) ; 
an Exerciſe never varied or declined from, 
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Fill the day of his death ; and which Aft of | 
© Love always accompanied whatever his © 


other exteriour or interiour attions: his for- 
mner Mental Words being now more ſublim- 
ed into Aﬀettions, which he vented in con- 
ternal Doxologies to God ; in Prayers and 
Interceſſions for his Church, for the Con- 
verſion of the World to the true Faith, and 
of Sinners to anholy Life; as alſo forthe 
particular relief of thoſe perſons who de- 
clared to him their weceſſittes, as very man 
#Pou experience had of the efficacy of his 
* rayers came , wn their diſtreſs, to deſire 
them, The effeftive expreſſions he uſed in 
Fheſe Exerciſes, he ſaid, were uſually ſuch 
As thoſe of the Pſalmitt----Praiſe the Lord 
all ye Nations, praiſe him all ye peo- 
ples---Bleſs the Lord all ye works of the 
Lord; praiſe him, and glorify him for 
ever.---Let all the carth adore and bleſs 
thee, O Lord. | 
This Exerciſe of Love he continued, 
when alone, in deep ſilence (ſaith Father 
Loſa, a conſtant obſerver of his daily 
prattice for the ſix laſt years of his life, ) 
all the day (never entertaining fleep in the 
aay time, though in ſo hot a Climate) and 
all the night, except ſome part thereof, 
(which, by reaſon of his great abſtinence, 
pas only ſomefew hours, whercin he mw 
Th 
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his reſt, after having ſpent ſome part of an 


hour each morning un the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures: (which he had, by the 
mm , frequency of reading them, and a moſt ex- 
Gn- Ccellent Memory, as it were all by heart, 
nd andin the words of which 

07- he (like our Lord||) ma- [Mat. 4.47, 
nd . ny times returned his an- 10. Luk. 10. 
the  fwers, and advices wth a 28, Jo. 7. 
le ſtrange operation of them 38. 

v4 upon his Conſulters) : Ne- 


Ns ver uſing any Candle-light , nor having 
FE his Head covered; withott walking a- 
7 broad, or taking the wonted jleaſures of 
h Solitude , the Proſpett of a flowry Field, 
d a beautiful Wood, a Cryſtal ſtream, or ſo 
bn much as ſuffering himſelf to deſcend into a 
p pleaſant Garden adjoining to the Houſe he 
lived in. Andin this Exerciſ: he remain- 
ed ſo fixt and conjtant, as, when asked 


what he would do to prepare hunſelf for 
Death ; or in the aſſault of ſome ſtrong 
Temptation ;, or, if he were a Prieſt, fur 
ſaying Maſs; he anſwered, the ſame, and 

”_ mavothing more than that which he then did - 
for that he was thea atluaily giving tv God 

. all hehad; And more he could not groe, 
« wmnleſs of his mercy he beſtuwcd it on him : 
"= Andin his laſt ſickneſs, demanded, whe- 
ther his pains did a0 a litite diſtratt bis 
mind 
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mind from this his Exerciſe, he anſwered, 
ni un punto, Not a jot. 1: his receiving 
and making Anſwers to, thoſe that care to 
i(it ard confer with him, the ſame Exer- 
ciſe was ſtill continued ; he much recom- 
mending the prattice of Nehemiah,praying 
to God, as he ſpake to the King; and of 
the Macchabecs, fighting aud praying : 
And, on all weceſſary occaſions of his 
Neighbour that required aid & aſſiſtance, 
he more willingly betook_bimelf to Prayer, 
than to other external means, ſaying ; It 
was better, to negociate with God, than 
with Men : (God, who we are ſure can do 
our buſineſs effettually ; and who un all our 
needs expetts to be ſolicited : ) and, as to 

diſcourſing with others even of ſpiritual 

matiers, that It was better to ſpeak 

with God, than of him. 

Out of the ſame habit of Prayer ordina- 
rily the Diſcourſe that paſſed at his Meals, 
and in common Conver ation, if not Spirt- 
tual, he fpiritualized wito bumſelf, an4 e- 
levated ut to ſuch an higher ſenſe, as nou- 
1tſhed his Devotion, ard afforded matter 
of Doxology, or Praycr ;, of wich you may 
fee many ſtances u1 the Fifteenth and 
Twenty-eight Chaptcrs of his Life, fol- 
lowing here: the frequent example of our 
Lord; who, wc the Samaritan Wontun 
Was 
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was ſpeaking of the water of Jacob's Well, 
diſcourſed to her concerning the water of 
the Spirit, in his power to beſtow on thoſe 
that askit of him : and, from the People's 
following him for Corporal food, took, an 
occaſion to diſcourſe of their ſecking after 
that Bread thit would never periſh; and 
of the Living Bread of 1s Body and 
Blood exhibited in the Euchariſt : Vpor: 
reſtoring to the Ian born-blind his Corpo- 
ral fight, preached to his Auditors how fe 
was the true Light of the World whom 
who followed not walked in darkyeſs : Up- 
on the Few's powring out water drawn from 
the Fountain of Siloah, ai!d offiring it on 
the Altar im the Feaſt of Tebernacles , 
told them that the Living Waters flowed 
from bim ; inviting all that were athir ſt 
to come and drink fr. 'y of them + Upon 
the Few's aſſertir:g of their freedom, as be- 
ing the Children of Abrana” . dilcu.rſed 
of the Spirits if Bondaoe th wicked men, 
however deſcended, ir of wi..atever vVi/tble 
Church members, ſuffc-ed under $in; and 
that all ſuch were the Cnilds: # of thur £4- 
ther the Decul. So, upor Thomas's «r= 
ous Enquiry after the way aud the place 
whither our 1... rd ſais! Te was to go ſhortly, 
jo. 14. 5- Anſwered him. That He him- 
ſelf was the Way ; And, that none could 
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come, or be admitted, to the Father, but by 
and through him, And., upon Philip's, 
again, deſiring , that hz would only ſhew 
the Father to them and this would ſatisfy 
them, Anſwered him ; that He was im the 
Father, and ihe Father zz him ; and that 
the words and works he ſpake and did were 
theſe of his Father ; and that in the ong 
they ſaw the other , framing a Reply for 
Edaification, where the Requeſt reliſhed of 
Curioſity. Thus alſo Gregory imitating 
this preat Maſter purified all he ſpike, or 
heard, and fublimed it into Devotion, and 
Aecditation of Heavenly things. 

Thss his contiaual Interiour Employ- 
ment made himalſo ſo great a lover of S1- 
lence, as he became a moſt exa£t obſerver 
Of it all his life : and, upon a Certare OC- 
caſion, be told Father Loſa , that for rw 
years ſpace he ſealed up his mouth without 
ſpeaking more than to ſalute his Hoſt or 
Entertainer , whom he ſaw only once 11 
for and twenty hours. And the ſame Fa- 
ther Loſa affirms, that in all the time he 
troued wh him, though watching him vcry 
nerrewty,he ncuer beard him ſpeak,an idle, 
that as, as be explains it, 4 needleſs word, 
Upon the ſame conſtant internal entertain- 
went of his nina, when any came to viſit 
byzn, among which were ſeveral Noblemen 
and 
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\ 
and Biſhops; he continued filent, -evert 


 thougo the diſcourſe happened to be of ſpi= 


ritual matters, unleſs he were ashed ſome 
Queſtion, and that alſo thought by hing 
pertinent ; or, where ſeemed to him ſome 
manifeſt neceſſity (yet of which he was a 
ſevere Fudge) mm which caſes he ſpake very 
freely. See Chapter the Eighteenth of hzs 
Life, ard Chapter the Teath., Of which 
Szlence he gave Fathet Loſa one time this 
reaſon ; that, aftcr he had betaken himſelf 
to Selitude , he acconned all me: better 
and wiſer than himſelf; andtherefore,ans 
leſs asked, never counſelled any, nor made 
himſelf a Maſter to others, Thercfore al- 
ſo, though well ſeen in all ſorts of Learn- 
ing, Divine, and Humaze, ( of which more 
by and by) yet, whilſt others diſcourſed on 
ſuch ſubjetts in his preſence, he ſate-by [t- 
lent, and as one ignorant; and, aikrd af- 
terward by F. Loſa, why, ſo welt 5kifled in 
ſach a matter, he mingled not un the dif- 
courſe, he anſwered, that He ſpake not 
what he knew, but what was necefſary. 
And,in another Religious Man's company 
that diſcourſe! munch and eloquently on a 
Pros ſubjett, when he had fate a lowg rime 
ſilent, being ask;d after his departzre the 
reaſon of it, he ſaid, That perſon was more 
edified by Silence, than by Speaking. And 
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ſo it was, that the example of ſuch his Si- 
lence had great effett on ſome of his Viſt- 
ters, making them reflett on their own lo- 
quacity ; and begat much reverence toward 
him in thoſe frequenters of hum that knew 
his great abiliwes : though with others it 
much diminiſhed his reputation for a time, 
who upon his fame expetting great matters, 
and entertained with ſilence, accounted him 
a Fool : Knowledge being a treaſure ſo 
rarcly concealed, that thoſe, who do not 
ſhewir, are judged not to poſſeſs it. A 
thing well known to him ; and this a IMor- 
tification, and maſtery of himſelf, he much 
rejoyced in, And, upon the frequent ob- 


ſervation thereof, he beiag asked , How 


one could attain ſo eaſily to hide and con- 
ceale thoſe Graces, Vertues,and good parts, 
God had given him, he anſwered, That 
ſuch a thing wasnot hard to one that had 
a lively Faith. For,if a man certainly be- 
leves, that whatever vertues he hath are 
ſeen in the Court of Heaven, what will 
ſuch a one regard their not being known 
in the Village of this World ? 4nd /o, 
from bis own Betacrrour ſutable to his 
Faith, the Village of this World hath loſt 
the knowledge of much of his true worth, 
end Chriſtian Perfetiion, 

Thus much of Gregory's admirable ob- 


ſervation 
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| ſervation of Silence, and lwing in a conti- 


nual Aft of Prayer, and the Love of God; 
which things yet are not ſo ſtrifty to be un- 
derftood, as that he ſpent not ſome time AS 
it were for his recreation, but 3n order alſo 
ro God's, and his Neighbour s, Service, 
in ſeveral ſorts of Divine and Humane 
Learning, For, we read un 
this Relation of his LifefF FCh8.10. 
of his great kyowledge both 16.18, 25. 
ix the Eccleſiaſtical and 27. 28. 
Imperial Hiſtory : zz that : 
of the ſeveral Orders of Religious, their 
Founders, and Progreſs : Of his accurate 
skill in Geography, Anatomy, Phyſick ; 
that he had great judgment in the proper- 
ties and natural vertue of Herbs; that he 
was well reid in the Myitical Theologilts, 
Thaulerus and others; a'd 1n Saint's 
Lives, and other Spiritual Books, Which 
Books, beſides that learning he had ac- 
quired in Spain, probably were communt- 
cated to him by his charitable Hoſts in 
theſe places where he was entertained; they 
being perſons of quality, and one of them a 
Prieſt, 27 whoſe houſe he lived about Four 
Tears; Hebeing alſo endued with a moſt 
admirable Memory charged with no Se- 
ular affairs, or objefts, nor mudazed and 
louded with the fumes of a groſs, com- 
pornded 
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pounded, or intemperate Diet z (of which 
his Memory himſclf ſaid, that he never 
forgot any thing that with care he com- 
mitted to it); and with a moſt ſharp 
Wit, and clear Judgment, as appears e- 
very where by his prudent Anſwers; and, 
by the help of theſe, reading Books with 
great celerity & ſpeed;ſo that Father Loſa 
ſaith of him, that he read over a Book an 
ten Hours, which would have held ano- 
ther a Month; and that in about twenty 
Hours he read over St. Tereſa, ſo as t» 
give a ready account of any particular 
therein, and laſtly, by his perpetual Soli- 

tude ad Silence, reſerving all his time to 

binfelf ; having lived thus for Twenty- 

nine Years after his leaving Spain, before 

Father Loſa dwelt with him. 

We read alſo there, that, being requeſt- 
ed by a learned Divine upon ſoxae confe- 
rence with him, he writ an Expoſaion of 
the Apocalypſe; made 2 Chronology or 
Succeſſion of Times from the Creation to 
Pope Clement the Eighth; Extratted, out 
of the Hiſtories he read, a Summary of the 
Faith, Laws, Cuſtoms, Converſions of Na- 
tions; had a Globe, and a Map made 
with his own hands ; made a Book of Phy- 
fick containing many Experiments, aad re- 


medies caſily procurable by poor people, and 
ex 
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|; explaining ſeveral Onalites of Sunple; 


and Compounds : wr Meditations on 
the Life aud Death 0! 'our Saviour, - aud 
on our Blefſed Lady 1s Mother :' writ 
many hands ſingularly well : And, 'as to 


fome Corporal Employments alfo, that he 


cut out and made all his own Cloathes, fit- 
ting thembetter than others could for his 
infirmttes; excepting hus Hat, and Shoes, 
and alſy wajhed them himſelf; that, wm hzs 


firſt beginnings ſo full of fervonr, he ſpent 


ſome time in digging, planting with herbs, 
and otherwiſe cultivaiing, a lutile Garden 
adjoyning to bis Cl; yet doing theje 
rmgs ftill wah a mental F18% voluntas 
his heart never omitted + And,aficr Father 
Loſa's fojppurning with him, that after 
their Aeal either be to Father Loſa,or F. 
Loſa to him read ſure picus Buch; and 
then it was, that this 1s Companion ad: 
mired his ſwift reading over $, Tercſa's, 
ar.d fume other, Books, Communicated to 
him, [ ſuppoſe,out if Father Loſa's Library; 
for he had none of Ins own, Beſides, the 
Afternoon-Iifits jo frequently made to hin 

by per ſons of all conditions, Laicks, Rcli- 
40ns, Biſhops , and the chiefeſt Secular 
Governomnys, to whom be freely ar all times 
exhibited his ſervice, ae to be efteemed re- 
miſſions of his Contemplation ; and (be- 
EH fraes 
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ſides that of his Daily Interceſſions) 19F 
have bin very beneficial Charities to his ' 
Neighbour in the Spiritual Advi: es he 
gave them, frequently experimented very 
fu ccef, ful, : 
So that Gregory's Life, like that alſo 
of the Azcient Hermites » Was 4 Alixt 
Life, not all Contemplative, and Prayer, 
but divided as it were between God ad 
Hrs Neighbour, (though much the greats 
pert God's, contrary ts the common lives of 
ethers) : and his Studies and reading of 
Books -ay anſwer to their Corporal La- 
bour mixt with their Devotions ; and his 
73:2k;1g Globes or Maps to their making 
Hurdles and Baixits, All this then heye 
faid (hews ſome intermiſſiuns aud relaxati- 
ons (allowed alſo by him Chap. 19.) of 
his mind from that height of Contempla- 
tive Prayer which he uſed at other times - 
Though fome iaferiour degree of- ſuch Can- 
Femplation may be fe aid to aurcompany cantt- 
nually wharever other bis employments. 
Azd with this [ thought fit to pre-acquamt 
the Devont Reader more at large, leſt hs 
fopould apprehend, that in the following Re- 
lation, to make things ſeem the more admt- 
rable, they are repreſe:ted ſuch as are im- 
Poſſible ;, aad ſhould be diſcouraged from; 
believing ſuch a manncy of life enher inu- 
table, or 1r1:e, From 
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From Holy Gregory's Devotions, to 
proceed o the other thing I namid , his 
Mortifications. Ferſt : then : in theſe his 
Devotions it was hs cuffom Fo tranſatt all 
things taternally without fufferirig any 
things CHI AT aly tO i pear, miles " Wcre 
kn: cling, before | 11s _ kindred 1t : 
He uttered 10 Gredits or Srghs, thengh he 
ſaid, he frohed and eroancd almoſt 4 
thouſand times a day, aud was almoſt con- 
trmaily talki2g wih tLod mentally; be 
ſhed no Tears ;, 4:4 not lift up his Eyes, or 
hold up bis Hands, or beat his Breaſt ; 
whilſt others in his preſcnce arſconrſed of 
$ Spiritual matters hunjeif | vePr Sulence, pcr- 
caving, as be aid , many that talked of 
God more for love of them clues, than of 
God. Hawn FCCUUCA 1H bis beginning 
the Gift of Tears, be petitioned err Lord 
ro take them away, (and was | card J be- 
iT affraid to expoſe | h:mſ if to the danger 
of "adhering with his Will and cffe -Hlrons 
to any Spiritual Corfulation, 1. EC, to jou 
thing beſides God :: He h:pt a watch over 
bis owa Nature, as is Enony ; allowed 
lc no content even 1 Spiritual things, of 
which he could hinder bc, denied her 
very. thing he percerved hit to loves, aid, 
bug aiked, Why he dcalt fo ft verely with 
ler, be .nifiered, Becauſe he had Yound 
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her falſe and treacherous unto him. 
This prudent Man diſcovered, that in a- 
ny compoſition made with her ſhe did over- 
reach us, and that it was ſafer quite to 
wean her from, than to moderate, her de- 
fire; and much eaſier to deny her all, than 
to grant ſome, and deny her the reſt. 

For this cauſe, he alſo concealed what 
paſſed in his Interiour from the knowledge 
of others, to ſtop all entrance of Vain-glory 
#3to his Soul, and knowing how apt Na- 
Tere is out if every thing to extratt Self- 
love. For this, when ak: d alſo about 
his Parentage and Kindred ( ſuppoſed to 
be Noble, from the great civility, gentile- 
neſs, and confidence obſerucd is his beha- 
w2our, when treating wuth Perſons of Qua- 
(ity) he ſazd, What mattered that ? »o7 
were they ever known; nor he ſuppecſed ro 
bear thur right Name, For this, He 
often changed alſo his Abode, when he be- 
£42 ro be much eſteemed, or well-treated ; 
putting Nature frequently to her ſhifts,and 
reducing her to her former meceſſies - 
whilſt the Divine Providence alſo by this 
communicated to more places the benefits of 
his Santtity, and good Exanple, For 
this, he fate filent and attentive as a Lear- 
ner, when others in his company ſpake of 
Divine matters; and, after ſo much 


reading 
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reading and ſtudy, defired to ſeem @ perfor 


of no underſtandiu7 ; and mm g eneral bare 
« great affection to SIENCE, as being one 
of the preareſt Moriifications Nature can 
ſuffer, and the certain cure of a thouſand 
overſrghts, ſhe would ſtill be making, wn 
exalung her ſelf, or detratting from o- 
thers; and thu conſtraining her as it were 
znto Solitude the beloved Companion #f 
Silence : For, who ſaith nothing, what 
aoth he in company ? For this, he woul 1 
not ſuffer himſelf to premeditate or compoſe 
what he was to ſay, before-hand,thereby to 
perform it the more plauſibly ; having ob- 
ſerved iumſelf formerly croſſed and aiſap- 
pormed when he had fuch a deſign, For 
this, wm any Favour done by him to his 
Newhbours he much deſired, that God as 
lone, not ht, nuther in whole, nor in part, 
might have the thaihs : and therefore, 
when ſome Spiritual Per fons ( faith Father 
Loſa)went to h14 to propoſe therr donbts,he 
fſomtimes did not anſwer them himſelf, but 
requeſted of our Lord to reſolve them 1m» 
mediatly unto them - and had his requeſt 
granted him, ſee Chap. 15. For this, 
he had an averſion to Viſits, for the Fain- 
glory that might lurk im them, (though ne- 
ver refuſed any) eſpecially of Great Pere 
fons, and, after ſome time, bumbly re- 
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aueſte: 1 the as (who much loved, ad 


Was luved by, him) fo 7 rvear them. To 
keep Nati e gy; the lower, he wortld 401 
fuffer her to take the common pleaſures of 
Are, VVatci,” Earth, uf red to all the 
Creatures, aot ſo much as that of 4 Gar-. 
ae | Joymg to hs He Uſe; and, when he 
was ir Mexico ; © departed thovrn brfure 
day. that ſie might not pleaſe her ſelf with 
the fair Buildings, and uther Ornaments 
thereof , uſ'8 all art, 4s he ſaid, that no- 
thing of the Creature (as much ashe could 
prevent tt ) glu catcy wto his heart, that 
God might wholly poſſe/* it 5 and — 
himſelf asif he were far aber Ve, er fer be Ce 
low, any eatcrta! was chi; World coutd 
give kim wa ay —_ Fl's [:iftrmitics 
were Vory rear aud f nt 14 his latter 
times, porhaps wh To fo 1 of ihe erndities of 
h:s Eirbs aid Fran- Diez 12 bis fore 
mr 5, Cſpecially ih Conc; and ne mate 
his owe Altils a day with 3 much paint, as 
ethers do, plecſur Cc, at ay! 19 fallow A 
bit of Bread miley; moiſt eaud with ſomne- 
thi 44 ligud ; A 2 np H&E UC ver diſcover ed 
to orkers, nor to bs Companion bis pains, 

or maladics, nor eaſed Nature a lunewith 
complaining, or talking of them, or ashing 
remedies for them, but as his locks and 
weakneſs betrayed them, and others queſtt- 

emmg ma ade hun confeſs them,” Ava 
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Again, he exerciſed hcr ini ſuch a ſin+ 
gular way of Poverty, as theugh he had 
reſerved nothing of his own, lejt us Fleſh 
1ght perbaps abuſe ut to imtemperanice z 
and had dijtributcd that whico he had in 
Alms at his arrival in the Weit-Indies to 
the value of about cight hundrcd Crowns, 
yet, depending wholly on the Divinc Pro- 
vidence, he never acked any thin; of any 
perſon un what-eucr his neceſſity, and 
theugh 1 were where he was ziot knows fe or 
a Poor mai; in his qourneys from pl ace to 
place, taking his reſt at mght without 
viciuals or lodging, unieſs by any 6a their 
owa accord, offered him, and ſo it was, 
that in a convexient time though not with- 
cut ſome ſufferings) God ſtill provided theſe 
that, unſucd-to by him, un all places, whi- 
ther he came, entertained «nd ſupplied him, 
It ſeems his ſtrong Faith 2 God eaſily ob. 
tained of his Heavenly Majeſty whatever 
he wantcd : and the ſecnrity and confi- 
dence, which by this Faith he had in ſuch 
Providence cauſed ſuch an extraordinary 
reſolution : yet ia this, wherein he was ſin- 
gular, he both admitted and commended 
the contrary pratlice of othcrs that are in 
want, as well ſuting, be ſaid, to Them, .bint 
notto Him, FBut, beſides this, whereas 
Dict, Lodging, and Cloaths, are rhe 
| Fa 4] there 
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three great Neceſſuries for Alan's ſubſl. 


ſtence; For the firſt of theſe, Diet, he a 


Yong Man might concerve that wn ſuth a 
Southern Climate, where the horter Sun 
mnakgs a better concottion of ſuch food, and 
Nature 1s more prodigal of many of her 
good things growmyg of themſelves abroad 
without auy cultivation or husbandry S 
*1ght conceive I ſay, that ſuch ſuſtenance 
though not delicate, yet fo mtritrue, 45 


would ſerve his turn, might be found un the 


fields or woods, or 1m 2 garden planted by 
him; as inaccd it was. And though this, 
aftervoa »4, proved hurtful-to his weak tems 
per,yet ſuch attempt of his 1 think,, cannot 
be accuſed of temerity; ſince with ſuch a fgm- 
ple, and coole, a dthe pranntive Diet ma- 
#y in the like Solitude have arrived to 4 
very old age ; and the Hermites were, 
moſtly, loag-liv'd. $. Paul the Hermite 
actained to an hundred and thirteen years, 
and S. Antony to an hundred and five; 
Aid ſince alſo, when a ſickafs or aiſtem- 
per happens aficr wjmg ſuch diet, it rs rig 
certain conotufuon, that this Diet ts the 
canſe, aud not ſume other ateident + Nor, 
that what at the firſt ſome way diſorders us 
may not with enſtome be rendred more di- 
geſtuble and muritive, Fer the ſceond, 
Jodoewng, ut was eafie either to fond a 
OL bo bg Caye, 
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Cave, Gr Grott, or build an Hovel ; and 
two Sheep- 5ktrns ſerved him for a Bed, 
And, for the third, Apparel! , when hus 
Habit ws worne out, he might put himſelf 
anto ſome Man's Seryice, tif! he gained 
wherewithall ro buy another; as ſeveral 
times at firſt, when none grven him, he did ; 
and with a Month oy two's labenr ceuld 
gain ſuch a courſe one as he wore, being his 
own Taylor. Such grounds as theſe a- 
mong others this Holy Yong man might 
have of a ſelf- ſufficing, and 40a-mendicaiit 
Poverty, and ſuch as he intcnded ſhould 
be no way burdenſome to his Nezghbours ; 
nor , beg another man's, aficr he had 
0iven away hi own, 

[1 do not ſay here but that in ſome of 
theſe thrngs this. Holy Man at the firj 
my ht commit ſome exceſs, and be too ſe- 
were to himſulf; but there ts ſuch a vio- 
tent Cuncupſcrce, (I fay not of the Holy 
Spirit always, but ſomctiincs cf the IUPC- 
riour Nature or facultics ef thoſe Fer- 
ſons, who have taſted n;uth of the Spirit, ) 
19a {t the Fleſh, as doth equal or tran- 
lend that 17? others,of theFlih againſt the 
Spirit 5 fo that they thizk they have never 
enough mortified this thar Encomy rchat 
riines ſo many Sculs, ſo as p&fetlly to de- 
froy the ruers of ſm in her ;,, and m—_— 

vIMCe 
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forming. #7 ni 714) 714 Ys 14 thi; way-ſone o- Þ 
thts a7 exvrecdinigs, which the Jams 
Holy Spur, frerward mn good time moac. 
Aztes aid ; «Ml "ft 8. DUt, Thaw fe w arc the 
favtty 72 this ha ', aid bow apt 4s the 
World to blame thaſe things for fauits that 
vary from Commun prattice, tough indeed 
fragular exellencies? ] 
Laſiiy; It was his cuſtymne 10 take oy 
one's part a. ainft himſelf + when any ſp. they 
all of him Le not oaly excuſed nut hunje!f , 
but always excufe a them Jearncſtly, ai: A Coit- 
frantly ; firſt as to thiir tention, always 
preſumed g ood ; and theu.as tothe fact too, 
the beſt he cont ty ſay, 15 that he hunſelf, 
ſeeing 07 bearing WW M1 they cid, Joon 
have ſpoken ſo tou © all a p; fecily Cancclica a 
the memory of any ſeth wipiry aone him 
with ſayiao, God forbid, that he ſhould 
diltract his ſoul with thinking there- 
ON. 
te cucr ſpak; well of fervias God in 
ways lawful,though afferent from his own; 
paying alſo, that God was much dclighted 
with varicty of Spirits; and that theſe 
were a great Ornament of his Holy Jeru- 
ſalem, 4H uſed nothing ſropular 1 the 
fa{bion, or matt; of his Habit. He was 
a great defender of Fall Religious Orders; 


7s alſo of all Governgurs aid Supertours, 
l 
we 
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F hen their Subjc&ts in his bearing fpake a- 
"ny thing to their diſhonour + faying, If 


they were in their place, they might 
poſſibly not do ſo well: 0;, What good 
doth ſuch a ſpeech here ? Or, That they 
ſhould tell Them ſo, not Him : Or, That 
they durſt not ſay any thing in Their 
preſence : or the like, Ard be ſpake ill of 
no mai himſelf, Heathcn, or Heretuh : 
but, in mentwning ices or faults, con- 
cealed Perſons. All thiſe things bet 
great affronts and diſguſts to our Corrupted 
Nature, well pleajcd to depreſs others, to 
exalt our ſelves. 


Srch were the Mortifications of this 
Holy Map, ad [7 continued his Devoti- 
ons, 7 great Solitude, Silence, and Ab- 
ſtinence. A %fe, winch, if 210 Very 
much to be commended aid acred, that 
tis tred irot only the Wer id, but Humſcif,, 
undcy his feet, wither! airy foms of Pride, 
1 « ſees to be finebeled and proiected from 
cor fure by chat of Elias;* ſpent much ef it, 
in the Ferreſts of Carmel, 15 Solttnde ; 
and, after him, by that f the Baptiit, 
who tis ſaid to have come in the Spirit ef 
Elias, and limd from his Chilahocd till 
Thirty Yc::rs old in the Deſert of Judeay 
feeding on ſich proviſioa as the Wilderneſs. 
; | afforded 5 


- 
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afforded : and, after him, by that of our” 
Lordm/ilf f.r a ſeaſon, who lived in 
the ſame way, a5 John. for. Sex Weeks, 
only adding 19 it a ſirifter, that us perpe- 
ral, Faſt; aid wi provans'y, ll the ape 
ef Thirty, ſpear anc) of 1s time tn Soll 
cede, and Prayer, and abſtaiung from 
rommon Converſe Jotph , Warm our 
Lurd aſſijted 17 his work, being uppoſed 
2 Wheel-wright, aratra conficiens, @ 

jaga boum, aud ſuch other 
t' Contra | Hu:bandry-gere, ax Juitin 
Trypho- Martyr /a:th ||, and fullow- 
nem, 88 lis tra 1e "14 his OW 

Houſe, and both He and 
our Lord's Mother attending on this Sor, 
of God with great reverence, ard ſilenge, 
eliſcerned by them from lis Behaviour alſo 
anore than a Man, and roaming doubtleſs 
at home the ſame oravity which be had 
when at Twelve Tcars old he ſate among 
the Doftors : wh- alſo afterward, when 
more full of buſineſs, roſe anights, and 
went into Solitude for Prayer ; And when 
he w.u at Jeruſalem retired at night, cue 
rothe laſt (for, there be was apprehead- 
2d) tro the Mount of Olives to betake him- 


felf ro Prayer. 


To go on, Again ; Such Life pro- 
*rFed by that of Anna, Lick, 2. 35. conti- 
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tuing in Faſting and Prayer night and 
day; by the Lives alſo , in ſucceeding 
times, of the Ancient Hermites #n Syria 
and Egypt, famed for their Sarttity by 
Antiquity ; and favourcd f-rquently with 
the Gift of Miracles and 

Prophecy * of whom OO Mort- 
Aultinf---Qui ſecretifſinu bus Ecclefie, 
penitus ab omni homi- ©. 13. 

num. conſpeRi, C0fc.-- - 

Who living mot retired quite out of all 
fight of men, contcnting themfelves with 
only Bread (which at certain ſeaſons is 
brought them) and Ware, inhatvite moit 
deſalate regions, enjoying a converſe 
with God, to whom they adhere wit! 
moſt pure minds,& are molt happy in the 
contemplation of this Beauty , which is 
diſcernable only by the underitanding of 
thoſe who are Saints. Of theſe | will ſay 
nothing ; for they ſcem to ſome to have 
too far abandoned humane affairs ; ſuch 
perſons not conſidering, how beneficial 
to us their Spirir 15 in Prayer, and their 
Lives in Example | 77 the contempt of 
thoſe many wor 'tdly non-necefjories, which 
ethers fo much labour for, and m a conſtant 
vacancy for ſpiritual Exit ſes | whoſe 
Bodies we cannot converſe with, --------- 
This fo tranſcendent a pitch gan. 
YN 
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whoever of himſelf thinks not admirable 
& vencrable,how can my diſcourſe more 
perſwade him ? Ad ſuch life this Father ' 
delwberated oace of following himfulf. Con- 
fel. 1-20. C43. 

But S. Baſil, that Great Light of th: 
Eaſtern Church, actually betook. himſelf 
70 it, after he had travelled through FE.- 
gYPt, Paleſtine, Syria, and Meſopota- 

mia, and ſeen, 11d a Ami ired the Livcs of 
the Holy Hermitcs there 5, and Gregory 
Nazianzen ) by his hiviearion alſo 2, ot 
loag Fer ; 3 bath which lived 11 the De. . 
fert of Pontus acar 15e Euxine Sea, /z 
two ſeveral Cottages or Cells , fecding 
wuch 071 1 wlſe, and Herbs, At! 2d 7001S, PI 'd 
complairing of the barrenneſs of the ſoile 

to afford even them. We 
Epitt. 12. have a Letter f of Gregory 
Nazianzen, begging ſome 
h:7bs of arothicc Hermite, whe ſe ground 
was more foriile, to entertain S. Baſil 
therewith : But afterward 5. Baſil” s Mo- 
ther, who followed her Son, and came to 
live in a Town not far off, ſupptyed them 
with ſuch proviſion, as they would adnmt, 
Ia which De fert Grego- 
j De Silentio gory Nazianzen [auth 
in Jcjunio, FE njey 4 Carneift 
Lag &etatis flore la- 
ſci; 


ory 
12720 
WH 
aſil 
lo- 
> 70 
1m 
14t , 
Oe 
th 
cift 
Ia- ; 
{ary 


The Prefacc, 


ſcivientem, e+c.---I maccrated with ma- 


ny and frequent Iabours,my fleſh wanto- 
nizing and raging in the flower of my 
age, Repletion of the Belly,ani the luſts 
attending it [ quitecaſhiered;by the help 
of temperance my eyes were fixed with- 
in thcir lids; I ſubducd choler, fctrered 
my corporcal members, depiored my 
forepaſt mirth, All ſubmitted to Cksſt ; 
and former things ali vaniſhed ; the 


added watchings, aud ſhowres of tears : 
In the day-time I fet my ſhoulders to 
hand-labour, all the night I fixv: my Bo- 
dy hke a Statue to ſinging #7j-mwcr,admit- 
ting.no kind of humane pleaſure, no nat 
mto my mind ana thought, Beſides. Thift 
heavy burden that riches lay on us, I 
threw it off; that, diſcharged of every 
load, ] might more light aſcend to God. 
From which wealth [' /air/ he 

elſewhereq ] I reaped only Apdl, r, 
this 'fruit, to Conteinn it ; 

and to have poſſeied ſome things , 
before which I preferred Chriſt : 


and now the IF«-d of Cod became 
to me ſweet as the Heny-comb, aud 
thus S, Baſil 72 51s invity- 
tory Epijile | to Grogory 
i the praiſe { f i, 2 Th f 
--Ecquid Þeatts, Quam 


j Ad Grog. 
NaZ2.EPD.-t. 


hom- 
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hominem in terra,ec. Is there any thing ” 
happier,than for az upon earth to irh?- 
tate the Melody of Arngezs? At day-break + 
1mmediatly to begin ,his Prayers ? And 
in Hymnes & Songs to worſhip his Crea- 
or ? Then, the Sun appearing, to repair 
to his employments , but at no time 

without Prayer? Ard in hi, 
f Ep. ad Epi/tiero Chilo F his Scho- 
Chilonem. /2r, rarned Heormite he a> 

ſwers the Objettions, (C the 
ſuggeſtions of Satan he there cats them), 
uſually made again#t ſuch Solitary Cons 
templative Life, To which the ſum of his 
Anſwer is :----That,, ina world, even 
of thoſe that profeis Religion,ſo wicked 
and ſeducing ; the advantages in a more 
Active and ſociable life of doing, or re- 


_ceiving. good, do not equal the hazards 


of doing ill, Here ther theſe rwo Holy 
Fathers /wved after ſuch a manner as Gre- 
5o0ry Lopez, for four Tears; and had ſo 
continued, if a Supcruor Authority, upo#t 
a great Perſecution of the Catholick | 
Church ſaddecnly ariſing uwnder Valens a7: 
Arian Emperonur, had not called then 
forth to hazard their lives in its neceſſary 
aſſiſtance, in a ſcarcity of Perſons/ſo emu- 
nent for Learning, and Santtity, 
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Next : If from the Life of Gregory 


its being patronized and countenanced by 
ſuch Authority, and Example, we pro- 
ceed tro Reaſon, and weigh, inits Scales, 
the two general different ways of liwing, 
the more Afive and Secular, or the more 
Solitary and Retired « 1, Here, firſt it 
muſt not be denied, that Chriſtian Per- 
fection 7s well conſiſtent with cither 5 and 
attainable in any kznd of Life, or Calling : 
2. Muſt be granted alſo, that, where Ce- 
tera ſunt paria, where an equal Love of 
God, and freedom from Sin and offending 
him, are , that 1ife which alſo more a- 
bounds in the exteriour Works of Cha- 
rity to our Neighbour, 2 which a So- 
litary life ſecms more deficicnr , 1s to be 
preferred : for, it 1s here ſuppoſed to have. 
all the good which the other hath; and 
ſome good alſo, which it hath not, 3.Gran- 
ted alſo, that, whatever courſe we take, 
:n Caſe our Neighbour in any kind needs 
help, and there are none elſe but our ſelyes 
to ſupply it , here our aſſiſtance of him is ne- 
ceſſary , and our with - halding of ut a 
S17. 

But, theſe being freely acknowledged, it 
21ſt alſo be allowed on the other ſide in the 
behalf of ſuch a contemplative Life , as 
Gregory's, iſt, In reſpeCQt of doing 

(b) 00G 


The Preface. 


Sood to our Neighbour, ( which indeed F 


many times is but a fair pretence, with 


which men cover thiir trafficking with the 
World only ia the Service of their Luſts), 
that «ll ſuch duty conſiſts not only in ſome 
extertour atts of Charity performed to 
them: but that making continual Prayer 


and Interceſſions to God for our Newgh- 


bour (for, this is part of an Hermite's 
work) eſpecially if this done by a perſon 
for the innocency and purity of his life very 
gracins with him, ts no mean Att of Cha 
rity - and that ſuch a Perſon's Interce. 
ſrons and ſolicitiorg our affairs wuh God 1; 
#0 be valued beyond another's, or the ſame, 
Man's Almes; as much as God's belp, 
that is all-puwerfu'l obrained by it, 15 to be 
ſtemmed beyond on's: that Moſes's Pray 
z2 the Aount conduccd much more to the 
Iſraclites Victory, than the Swords of thoſe 
that fought in the Vally: That the £004 
Example alſo of ſuch ſolitary Contemplas 
tives xs0f no ſmall profit ad edification to 
others, in their contempt of all the plea: 
ſures of this world that are received by 0. 
thers wn the ſucucty of it; and in the attual 
mortifying and ſubdumg of all the Lufts 
thereof, 11 ſhewing the non-neeeſſiuty of 


a 


thoſe many things that others hold, and | 


take ſo much carc for, and the beatifical 
fruition 


a7 


tfical 


T1411, 


The Preface. 


fruttion of, and ſolaces in, God, which 
may be had iu this Life : That all Mem- 
bers of the Body of Chriſt have mot the 
{ame office; and that a Chriſtian's duty 
being divided betwixt God, and our 
Neighbour, the o-ſervice at all done to 
ou7 Neighbour (excepting any caſe of ne- 
ceſſity, where the omiſſion of ſuch ſervice 
is eranted a ſm) may be excuſed in ſuch as 
arc employed mean-while in an higher and 
more immediate Adoration of Go + Aud 
that it is meet it be in Earth amongſt 
Men, as it is uw Heaven among the An- 
gels; where, as there are ſome of them 
Spirits Miniſtring zo the neceſſities of the 
Saints, ſo there are others Spirits Aſſiſtant, 
higher and nearer to God's Throne, that 
contiaually wait on his Preſence, and ne- 
ver ceaſe day nor amght their 
Song of Sanctus, Sanctus, Apocal.4.8, 
Sanftus. ' This of the [n- 
tercour Charity that may be done our 
Neighbour m praying to God for him,and 
all the Church, and all the World : But 
laſtly, as to the Exteriour alſo, the Life 
of this Holy Perſon, as alſo ordizarily of 
the Ancient Hermites was not altogether 
deficient ; as the chicf part of the day was 
ſpent ia Prayer aud Contemplation, fo was 
another part in giving Spiritual Advice to 
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ſuch as repaired to them; and in acquain- 
ting themſelves with ſuch tacir neceſſuzes 
as needed their frequent recommendation 
to God, Counſels proceeding from Per- 
ſons ,ſo experienced, and mortified to the 
world, and, by continual Prayer , of ſo 
much dSpirit, may be thought much to ex- + 
cell thoſe of ſecular prudence, and learn- 

ng © the Spirit of God only 
Rom.8.26, knowing his Will, and di- 
27. reftting Ks according to it : 

and for theſe was this Man 
of God ſo mich frequented, upon hts tn- 
ſtruttions diſcovered to have a moſt power- 
fil operation , and ſucceſs, This con- 
cerning the good a life alſo led in Solitude 
May contribute to his Nerghbour, 

2, But then, ſince Charity to our ſelves 
zs to take the fr place, and our own ſal- 
vation ts our beſt power to be ſecured by us, 
rather than, to the hazard of this, our 
Neighbour's : Nor 1s any one ſo rightly 
diſpoſed to perfett others, that 15 not fo, 
firſt, himſelf, In reſpect of this doing 
good to our ſelves 2 Life more retired 
and Solitary (when this is in our choice, or 

ſo far as it may be obſerved in what-ever 
c-lling,) ſeems to have, for the yet 1umper- 
fet, and not confirmed and routed in 
Grace and Chriſtian Vertues, many ad- 

| Vantage 
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vantages before a life more attive and 


publick. 
We know the only aime of all truly Wiſe 
's Happineſs Eternal, which is not to be 
had in this, but in the next, World, And, 
for attaining this, our firſt and main de- 
fren rs the keepiag our ſelves (as much as 
we are able) from inning and offending 
Ged tn any thing, little, or great ; and the 
aving that which may ſerve more to in- 
creaſe the growth of Grace, and rhe Love 
of God,and the Spirit in us; & that in caſe 
we Cannot do ſome good to others, without 
apparent hazard of doing more hurt to our 
ſelves by enconntring ſeveral temptations, 
which probably we cannot overcome, we are 
to forbear the one, rather than commit the 
other , God being never well ſerved in our 
charitableneſs to others, where he is of- 
fended by our ſelyes ; & our Tnnocency fir ſt 
berng the only acceptable foundation of all 
our Good Works, Now, the ſurcſt art of 
z. ſuch avoiding Sin, and 2. growing 11 
Grace and the Love of God, 1s, for the 
firſt, the ſhunning all Temptations and oce 
Caſrons of Sin; and for the ſecond , mich 
Prayer, and Converſation with God. 
And both theſe a more Solitary and ſe- 
queſtred life, aud voluntarily diveſting it- 
ſelf of all the good things of this world 
Cb 3 ] much 
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much better affords 5, as which, by remo- 
wing the Objetts and occaſions, hath fewer 
Temptations to Sin; and, by removing all 
ſecular cares, and ſolaces, and objcits, 
hath fewer averſious from Prayer , and 
the continual remembrance and Meditati- 
062 02 God, 

Iz which life are cut off all thoſe V ices 
of the Toague) What legions of them! To 
which much Converſe betrays a Novice 
:n Chriſt's Schoole, and one unrooted 1711 
Vertue ; Blaſphemy, Swearing, and uſing 
the Holy Name of God 77 vain, Lying, 
Slandering, Detyraction, Flattery, T ale- 
bearino, and diſcloſing Secrets, Vain- 
glory and Boaſting, Praiſing our ſelves, 0; 
Diſparaging others, Offentation of our 
wit or parts, filthy and corrupt Communte 
cation, Feſtmg and Suurrility, Fooltſh and 
Idle words, and unprofitable diſcourſe ;, all 
which are to be acconmed for another day : 
and ſome of which in their oven izature are 
very great fins , and others, that are 
lefſer, very numerous, and continually re- 
eurring, and making up in number, what 
they want 1 weight : all theſe, 1 ſay,in this 
life are remedied by want of Company. 
Again ;, #2 which life is eradicated Cove- 
touſneſs and all her Daughters, Cozen- 
*ng, Oppreſſion, diſtratting Cares, by ou 
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betag without Lands, or Goods; Gluttony, 
Drunkenneſs, Luſt, &c, by our wanting 
their objett,anud maintengnce. And, if ut 
be leſs glorious, here, to be vertucus, when 
not tempted ; fo is ut both our ſhame and 
ruine, elſewhere, to be tempted and fall; the 
ſad fate of the mojt : and, 171 a god coice 
of our Life, the main and privietp.Atl conſt» 
aeration ought to be, uot what !:fe, if poſſi» 
bly we manave it well, 1s of invre advin- 
rage, and hiphlicr rewarded in Heauen , 
but which 15 likclier to be more innocent, 
and preſerved from guilt « 1t being far bet- 
ter to ſecure to our ſelves any the leaſt de- 
gree of Celeſtial! Glory, than, by aſpiring 
to an higher degree thereof throngh aiffi- 
culpcs we cannot conquer, (where alſo it is 
but a fooliſh arrogancy to think we ſhall 
overcome, where we ſec moſt, by venturing 
on them before rightly prepared, have bin 
foiled) thus to attain none at all ; and ſo 
become eternally miſerable. 

As for other things whereof ſuch a Soli- 
tary Life as Gregory's 5s cenſured, as 4 
refuge of Sloth and declining of buſineſs by 
perſon3 idle and uſeleſs, if that be per- 


formed which is undertaken, no other life 


ſeems ſo painful, and induſtrions, that 1n- 
tenſion of the Mind i continual Prayer 
far ſurpaſſing any Corporal exerciſe , or 

[b 4] labour; 
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labour ; for which reaſon with much diſft- 
culty we obtain of oyr ſelves an hour or two 
of Prayer and Mecduation ina day; and 
how few are there that would not rather 
chuſe any employment where the Body 
works, than perform their Devotions, 
where it reſts ' I mean with ſuch intention 
of Spirit, as this haly Exerciſe requires, 
and as this Holy Perſon didit : who alſs 
obſerved, that, this attention being remit - 
zed, eſpecially i his beginnings, the Devil 
7mmediatly ſuggeſted a Temptation, And, 
zf ſuch life,after ſome prattice, grows ſweet 
wo them beyond all the ſweetneſſes of this 
world, Spiritus enim meus ſuper mel 
dulcis, & hercdiras mea ſuper mel & 
fayum. Eccluſ, 24, 27.) we have movea- 
ſor to ob ject to them thoſe delights, which 
they have earned with fo great pains, and 
ſuch heroical reſolutions, 


3. Again; no other life 1s ſo Full of 


Mortification , as this, Where, ſuppoſe 
our Nature ſupplied with all the delicacies 
ſhe can deſire, and in the greateſt vacancy 
of thoughts, yet this would ſeem an unſup- 
porta le burden to her to be ſo much alone, 
and diſenabled from communicating to 0- 
thers ether her good, ar evil : what then 
uſt it be, when ſhe is deprived at once of 
-ll the contents this World affords, = to 
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her Solitude ts added the ſtrifteſfPoverty, 
or the foregoing of all non-abſolutely ne- 
ceſſaries : for which reaſon $. Auſtin ſaith 
of ſuch Hermites--- Vidertillos non nul- 
lis res humanas ceſeruiſſe plus, quam 0- 
porteret; > our Lord, of tc Baptilt chat 
among thoſe born of Wo- 

men there was not a greater Mat. 11. 
than he ; ſara of him partly 

at leaſt for the ſeverity and abſtrattedneſs 
of his life, his commg nuther eating, nor 
drinking, nor cloathed in ſofr raument, 
lwing ua 4 Deſert, and out of any conver- 
ſation, ſave that with God. 

What ts it then, that 1s contSeded-for 
here ? Only that you ſeeure your ſelf from 
offending God in your thorghts, words, or 
actions, and ſo lrwve in crowds, your Charz- 
ty and your holy Example may do muth 
more good; entertain alſo your ſelf with al 
God's temporal bleſſings,be honourable, (if 
you can), like David; and wealthy like 
Abraham. But, if you , aſpiring to 
Chriſtian, Perfection, ſha/l 7 ſzy ? e7 Sc- 
curity,do {ind the contrary to theſe abroad; 
that every one of theſe, Company, Reſpett, 
and Plemy, by your tonchiag them defile 
you, and not oaly tempr, brit conquer and 
maſter you ; Or, if you ſee the ſame daily 
17 thoſe others, than whom you Can rea for- 
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ably preſume no pre-ter things of your ſelf * 
( for, none how the ſtrength of their faſci- = 
:14tuons, but who try them), then flye from 
them as from 4 Serpent; Chuſe rather. 
ſome Call with Holy Gregory , and lwe 
there with Bread and Water, if 
hea!th permnr it; 1 mean, withdraw 
yorrr ſelf wmto ſo much ſolitude as your 
Condition will bear; extirpeting thoſe 

two main choakers of the | 
+Luk. $8.14. growth of Picty F, the ' 
2#. $4 World's Cares, and: 
Mark. 4.19. Pleaſures : and let your 

charity begin at the per- 
fecting of your ſelf; and, when you arc 
well confirmed in the Vertues, and experi- 
ences, learnt im ſuch Solitude, in Silence, 
and Temprrance, being content and will 
pleaſed with the enjoyment of only neceſ- 
ſari; and when by much frequent Prayer 
you have acquired a deeper rooting inGod's 
Grace, tne Spirit,and your affcttions are 
well ſrt 01 the mngs of another life, then 
come avroad (if perhaps you Cai procure it 
of your ſelf), 41d manage all theſe things 
temporal, whe, having votten a better 
Spouſe, yo can nv more love them; and 
fo will ait in them purely for God's, and 
your Neighbour's Service, 
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7 er, W hen thus, well ficdged, you flze a= 
bror 1, and your Vertncs are hems fictally ex- 
eccfe in prblick employments, remember, 

that every perfect Chriſtian defires ſtill 
ana ENVICS the Solitary f ifc, whe; ; he > CAmH- 
not poſſeſs it ; or rather, if penect, poſ- 
ſefſeth it, where-ever be is: Juthermaſt 
of his buſoaeſs i 1s alone, and wm filonce to the 
things of this world; is pray; w:thout 
intermiſſion, a and always CWUHT U1anks 
bath his aff cons ſet on thin s above, and 
aot on things of the earth, or this world, he 
trades with : - 19 which he 15 aow dead, 68" 
his life hid from ut, being 

above with Chriſt in Col. 3 bs 
God. ec (» —_ " > WE IQ 

croſſes > as though he 1 Cor.7 
wept not; rejoyces 7/7 75 30, 
proſperities, as though he 

rejoyced not; and buycs, as though he 
poſſeſſed not ; ard uſeth this world, as 
if not uſing it : Laſtly rs ar Hermitc //:/ 
oaly living in a City, and with much Com- 
pany about him, And ſuch az: Hermitc 
here, we may imagine, would one be, that 
ſhould be releaſed and returned hither from: 
thoſe horrid torments, wherein tn the 0- 
ther World Sia now attains him : as never 
thiakeng he bad fled far enovgh from any 
temptations of that, which weld wy 
1H 
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him thither again. Or ſuch a life,we may 
think, would one 7cturncd from Paradiſe 
lead, fv never for a moment to loſe again 
the continuas (izht of God : and ſuch doth 
every Wiſe man bit'aky h:mſelf to at ſuch 
time, when, vaving Death m ſight, either 
by ſome Sick':. j5, or &y Ave, he would pre- 
pare bimſelf for Heaven, And, ts not he. 
napp» then, who for always chuſeth that, 
winch mea in their ſob:reſt minds retreat 
ts; aud who i this life 1s continually do- 
mg that, than which, when Death ap- 
proacheth, he can do nothing better ; and 
which, when dead, he ſhall fill continue to 
| do tn tieaven, Quod non 
Luk. 10. 42. auferetur ab eo? /[z the 
purſuance of which devout 
preypoſes, I hope the Prous Reader will re- 
cerve many very pertinent inſtruttions b 
the peruſal of this enſuing Relation of the 
Life sf Holy Gregory ; from which 
therefore I ſhall no longer to his loſs detain 
him. 


Teſtimonials.” 


Several T eftimonials con- 


Y 


cerning Holy Oreovry 2 di- 
rected to Father Þ ofa, the Write: 
of his Life, 


The Teſtimony of the Biſhop of 
Cibn, 

4 | He ſending me the Holy ana Happy 
Gregory Lopez, was a ſingular 
favour and contentment to me : 

wherem you have done a thing deſerving 

great thanks. For, by this Hiſtory we, 
who are Religious, may ſhame our ſelves, 
and bluſh, ſeeing thoſe that ſeem ſecular 
perſens ſo ſurpaſs wm; and that in a ſecular 

Habit is found a life ſo Seraphical, and 

advanced to ſo high a pitch of Perfettion: 

and they who live in the World likewife 
may hope, that with the aſſiſtance of the 

Divine Majeſty they, upon diſpoſing the:.- 

ſelwes thereto, may become Saints. And 

therefore ſuch a Life deſerves to be n;uch 
read, and communicated, As for the HHo- 
ly and my good Gregory , { loved hz 


1 
HHS, 


Teſtimonies, 


wich, And, if Tforbare to converſe with 
1d viſit him, tt Was, becauſe, he not ſtag 
to ſpeak, except asked, and I having the 


A 
» 


Tutle of a Doiter, rhongh indeed I did very 


much aced that which I ſhould have learn 
from ſo good andexpericaced a Soul , yet 
poſſibly, my queſtions and converſe might be 
jad ed by kun too 1mpertinent z though yet 
it Cannot well be preſumed of ſo good 4 
foul, But, though by my negligence I 04 
amtted viſuting him ſometimes 2 when T1 


might, 1 ever took him for what he was. | 


OD 


TI 


E115 exteriour behaviour was the beſt, and | 


noſt compoſed, that I have ſeen in auy Spi- 
ritual Perſon : for, the mortification of his 
Senſes, bring ſo very exatt, ſhewed, there 
dwelt in that Perſon the Divine Wiſdom, 
the Lwe, the Fear of God, and an abun- 
dance of Divine gifts. Bleſſed be G od for 
all : and He keep you w his holy Serwise, 


Mexico. Septemb, 10. 
Dorn Fr, Pedro de Agurto 
B:ſhop of Cibu, 


PRE 


— 
- 


Jl, 
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Teſtimonies. 


The Biſhop of Mechnacan. 


* Tuce Icameinto this Country, 1 have 
G not found any content greater, than 
that which I receivid from the relation you 
ſent me, of the Life of the holy Gregory 
Lopez ; which ] value above my Biſhop- 
rick; becacſe it rontair's ihings of great 
Spirit, and much beuefit to the Soul, You 
may employ your fel ft ſtill 192 writ ng Wiat 
you know concerning this Holy Man - for 
my ſelf I may ſay truly, though I have 
theſe jifty years ſtudied and read many 
voks, I know not any that hath ſo excee- 
dingly affetted me as the reading of this ; or 
to which my foul ſo inclines Afſiſs me 
with your Prayers, ſince, you kw, you 
owe it me ; and that I leve, and eſteem yore 


be youd what I can expreſs, 


Valladolid. Decemrdb.27. 
IF 90. 


Fr. Domingo de Ulloa 


Bijhop of Mechoacan. 
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F. Rod:150 de Cabredo Fro- 


vincial of the Society of Jeſus. 


Have with mich attention viewed the 


Book you compoſed of the Life of the 


Huly and Venerable Man Gregory | 


Lopez ; and have given a judgment as you 
> OS © 
wil, ſee, according to that which the Royal 


Audience commanded me, I kaow well, 


that in this Teſtimony I fall much ſhort, as 
to my value of the Book. yet, to expreſs it 


zn brief, as ſuch approbations do require, IT | 


could declare it mo better, Now I will 
here add two things for your, and my own, 
conſolation, One 1s, that I have rendred 


many thanks uato our Lord, fer having 


brought to my hands this Book, : ſince, 
though I could not read it at that leiſure 1 
aeſired, by reaſon of my employments, yet 
zt hath ſo moved and excied my tepidity, 
that this effett alone ſufficiently ſhews me, 
how great a Fricnd of our Lord this excel- 
fent Man mſt aceds br, and how much his 
Divine Majeity converſed nath him © inas- 
much as the mecr examples mentioned in 
his Life do ſo enflame even perſons very re- 
wnſs, Whence.T infer the other , which 
5 my great reſentment that 1 did not come 


hither 


} -- 


* 
[4's 


- ferr and treat with him in perſon, and be=- 
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hither into New Spain all that time which 
this great Servant of God lived, to con- 


refit my ſelf by his admirable Example, 
and excellent Anſwers : yet Tam comforted 
that He, as I concetve, lives in Heaven in 
great Glory; aud that there he hencefor- 


. ward hears me, and will hear me ever ; for 


T ſhall recommend my ſelf ts him, as I have 
begun to do, and will do all my life. And 


 Thope, through his Intereeſſion, to obtain 


of. our Lord many mercies. His Divige 
Majeſty protect you, as I deſire. 


Mexico: IVovemb. 19. 
IO12. 


Rodrigo de Cabredo. 


- — — 


Do&or Pedro de Hortigoſa of 
the Society of Jeſus, 


[ hath been matter of = delight and 


conſolation ro me, that the Life of our 
- good Gregory Lopez, an admirable 
Man, is made publick.: For, it was not fit 


| ſo great a Light ſhould be hid. I, as an 


Eye-Witneſs, upon the acquaintance of ſo 
many years can ſay, he was 4 wonder to me, 
FEE and 


Teſtimonies. 


and I ever obſerved in him many ſigns of 
true Santtity, And , ſetting aſide the |, 


'5 
3s. 
+ 
A 
249, 
_ 
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E- 


Divine light, that ſhined in him as m a | 
Glaſs clear, and diſengaged from all care | 
of the world, as alſo an underſtanding of | 


the holy Scripture ſo abſolute and pure, 


FE 
Fu 
T3-. 


which God smparted to him, and whereof I © 


often made trial; Three things 1 ob- © 


ſerved, which are ſure, and by Saints ap- 
proved Marks of a ſolid Vertue, and Chri- 
ſtian Santfity. 


Firſt; the Regularity and circumſpett. | 


neſs cf his Words, and purity of his con- 
verſation; for if ,as the Apoſtle S. James 
ſauh in his Canonical Epiſtle, chap. 2. 
If any offendeth not in word, he is a per- 
fet man, We who converſed ſo long with 
him, may well ſay, he was a perfett man ; 
ſmce we never percerved any extravagance 


-f+ 


ar d1ſcourpoſedneſs in his words, nor heard 


4 complaint made by any cor. cerning his be- 


haviokr ; nur will a man be found that can © 


affirm he heard him ſpeak an idle word, or 
aetrattive, or dimmutive of another's due 
commendetion, or diſguſiful, or inharmo- 
ons, but with all diſcretion in a fit ſea- 


fon; and always concerning matters of the 


Service of God, and edification of his 
Neighbours, 

Secondly ; the Poverty, and extream de- 
nudation 
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nudation wherein he lived, abandowuin ' 7208 
only things temporal , but alſo the defire 
and thought of poſſeſſing them ; and, from 
a life ſo devoid of Covetouſneſs, we may 
well infer, that he had a perfett Charity, 
according to the ſo generally received teſt:- 


" mmony of S. Auguitine--- Augmentum Chas 


ritatis, &c, The increaſe of Charity is 
the leſſening of deſire ; and it's perfecti- 
on, to have none, And what Chriſt our 
Redeemer ſaid : If thou wilt be per- 
feQ, ſell all thou haſt, and follow me. 
Thirdly; the Amplitude and dilatation 
of his Charity, and Spirst towards all men ; 
accommodating himſclf to the condition 
and quality of every ene; endeavouring 
that all ſhould perfeft themſelves in the 
Service of our Lord, by each one following 
the vocation and end, to which God had 
called them, well eſteeming of, and com- 
mending all the ſorts of living approved by 
the Holy Church , though differing from 


his own ; without procaring or interpoſing 


| himſelf to inſtruth any one, but tarrying 


zill be was asked, and conſulted : wherein 
he very plainly diſcovered his ſeeking 
God's, aid not his own, honour. 

Laſtly; ſmce God hath propoſed him 
unto us for an Example of a valiant and 
ſtout Conqueronur of Heaven, and all thoſe 


pc 2] perſons 


Teſtimonies. 
perſons, who with a deſire of benefiting 


themſelves have treatea with him in his 
Þ Life, have found much benefit and quick- * 
Wl ning in his Spirit ; it hath been thought | 

li! . very fit that ſo holy a Life ſhould be pub- 

|| liſhed, and printed, that by re..ding thereof 
all-mght be enconraged , and advanced, 
as well may be hoped from tht ſame Lord, 
that called, direfted, and preſerved him e- 
ver to theend. 


Pedro de Hortigoſa. 
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* F The Author fo the Mar 


quels of Salinas , Prefident 


'd, : 
d, of the Council Royal for the 
| C= Indies. 


& Lthough the Solitude , wherein 1 
live, might excuſe me from this 
employment, yet me-thought I 
ſhould wrong the herojcal Vertues of 

the Servant of God, Gregory Lopez, and 

the great veneration Your Excellency al- 

ways had for him, ſhould I not have 

_— _ reſcued his Memory from oblivion by 
writing this Book, and have dedicated 

it to your Excellency. That ſo, by your 
Patronage, you may defray the preat 

he debt, which, in the Government of this 
. New World, is owing from Your Ex- 
cellency to the Counſels, and prayers of 
Gregory; and, by his afſiſtence, You 

—_ may purſue the Spiritual Way, ſo far as 
the many employments of this Royal 

Council of the Indies may not hinder 

You, For which cauſe, as an ancient 
Chaplain of Your Excellency, I deſired 


[c3] fo 
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to preſent You ſo eminent a Pattern, as 
You will find in the Life of this Holy 
an ; who ſo contributed to the con- 
folation and inſtruction of his Neigh- 
bours, that he neglected not his own 
Spiritual Exerciſes : for, theſe are they 
that molt ſecure a good iſſue in all af- 
fairs, and Governments. God prant 
Tour Excellexcy, im this of Your's, all 
proſperity, and ſucceſs, and an avug- 
mentation in greater Spiritual Promo- 
tion, and Bleſſings. 


Sanita-Fe. May 10. 
1612, 


Francis Loſa. 
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The. Preface. 


The Preface to the 
READER. 


"" Hough it be above T wo and Twenty 
i years ago, that Iwunderſtood it was 
the Will of God, 1 ſhonld live re- 

tired from my Neighbonrs, and their Con- 
verſe, there ever remained 11 me a £reat 
deſire of benefiting them, what I could, not 
only by my Sacrifices, and poor Prayers, bur 
any other way to my uttermoſt power. And 
therefore I thought my ſelf obliged to wrue 
the Life of this holy Hermite, called Gre- 


Sory Lopez, 2 whoſe company 1 lwved. 


many years, and by his inſtruttion received 
much good : as likewiſe 1 conceive all theſe 
will, who with affection, and pure intention, 
read it, For, beſides that all the Lives of 
Saints conduce mach to the advancing, and 
bettering Souls in the way of cur Lord, this 
to me ſeems further uſeful, becauſe with 
great ſublinuty at treats of the Spiritual 
Way, which, m theſe days few travel in, I 
know, by reaſon of my want of Vertue, aud 
Spirit, 4 attained not to the writing ſome 
greater matters of him ; and this alſo, be= 
cauſe many of thoſe things which he tranſ- 
ated with ether enunezxs Peirlo:is conld not 
£0776 
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The Preface. 
come to my knowleag, becauſe I went not 


out of this my Retreat, But I conceive, © 


that, ſo ſoon as they ſee that his Life t, , 


4 


publiſhed, our Lord will diſcover the many | 
wond«rs of hun which they know, and | 
which his Majeſty hath wrought by hi; 
Servant. For my errours, 1 deſire of thoſe 


that perceive any to pardon, and corrett f 


them; and this eſpecially, of our Holy fF 
Mother the Church of Rome. For any} 
good herem , let Thanks be given to ourf 
Lord ; and may it redound to the Glory of þ 


Wa 


his Divine Majeſty, and the benefit of my F 


Neighbours, 
From Sr7a-Fe, two 
Leagues off Mexico, 
in /Vew-Spain , the 
i3th. of May, 1612. 
Francis Loſi. ; 
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Preface, p. 40. 1.9. r. cxtirpatiog, 


Ae 7. |. 9. read; 1.6. r.in one_vay, p. 18 
Santta-Fe , Ibid. | 1. 27,7. Avalos, & p. 2 

I. 29, r, wealth, | [.ult, r. Religious, p. 355 
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CHAP.1. 
of the Birth and Employments of Gre- 


zory Lopez till his going to New- 
Spain. 


| Repory Lopez, was born at Madrid 
in Spazn. He ſeemed to have had 

- J neither Father nor Mother, nor Kin- 
dred ( as S. Paul ſaid of Melchiſe- 

dech) inaſmuch as never any heard him 
ſpeak of his Parentage ; nor, in all the time 
he was in theſe parts of New Spaiz, which 


. was four and thirty years, writ he to his 


' when hetreated with any Eccleſialtick,” or, 
; B 


Kindred, or asked after them, And this 
hath occaſioned ſome curious perſons to 
imagine, that he was very nobly deſcended ; 
the Son of ſome prime Gentleman of Ca- 


.- ſtile: which they gathered likewiſe from 
* his behaviour, being diſcreet,noble, and full: 


of an'humble gravity ; which he manifeſted 


Secular 


z The Life of Gtegoty Lopez. 
Secular perſon of quality : for, obſerving F 
always the due reſpec andreverence ſuta- | 
ble to every ones condition, he had an admi- Z 
table Liberty of ſpirit, wherewith he ſpake * 
0 them and reſolution ,wherewith he treat- 
ed any buſineſs with them. This is the opi- # 
nion, fome had of the linage of Gregory Los | 
pez ; all, that I could gather from certain dif. - 
courſes I had with him on this ſubject, is, +; 
that hjs parents were rather poor, than rich; * . 
pw what rank they were, I could nevet ; 
rn; though a few dayes before his death, ;* 
I reſolved to ask him their names, that I}; 
might make to thema relation of, and they 8 
ight rejoice, and reap ediiication from, ſo E 
good a life, aud death - Whereunto he made 5 
me this anſwer : Ssxce I wont into the field n + 
lead 4 folitavy life, 1 have held God only for my + 
Fathev ; wy Rvethren by this time may 'h _ : 
for I was the yougeft., Such an oblivion of his," 
Family retained this Servant of God; & 
Keeming all nobility as baſcneſs ; and only-/ 
valuing the power, that God hath given us: 
to out felves his Sons in the Spirit. - 
He was born the 4th. of F«lyin the Year; 
Ty42. on the Day whereon was then kept”: 
the feaſt of $, Gregory Thaumatuwgis, though 
now this Feſtivity be transferred to the 17th% 
of November, He was baptized in the Pariſh. | 
of S. Quies, and called Gregory, y_ 
Born. 
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T be Life of Gregory Loper. 3 
barn on the forementioned day. The name 
of Lopez, 1 take net. for that of his Houſe ; 
but that he was willing to aſſume it for dif- 
guifing his Family; He had two Siſters, and 
divers Brothers; and; though Gregory was 
inage the yongeſt of all, yet itts credible, 
that he ſurpaſſed them in merit, and inthe 
true Nobility, that derives from Vertue. 

Our Lord prevented him with his Grace 
very carly in his Childhood ; for, asked by 
me on a certain occaſion when he had be- 
Siin to ſerve God, whether it were as faon 
as he had the uſe of reaſon; he anſwered, 
he knew not for certain, whether it were 
then, or a little after : but that he was very 
ſure, that our Lord called him very carly; 
fo that he had never been a childe in his man- 
ners. And he uſed to fay, as one well ex- 
perienced, what the Holy Ghoſt ſpake by 


j” Feremias ; That it would go well with the 
: man, who hath carried Gods yoke from hid 


youth, Lam. 3.27, Fae 
In his Childhood he learnt to reade, and 


,. Write, whetein he proved very eminent : as 
z. may be ſeen ſufficiently in certain papers, 


we have, written by his own hand, fo fair, 
eaven,and cufious;that they look like Prifit- 


| Ing. It is a thing averred, and by. him alfs 


plailly confeſſed, that he never leatned Z&4- 


4 The Life of Gregory Lopet. | 
it follows, thatin many things he had ohly * 
God for his Maſter ; and by his ſole conduct 
arrived to many natural, and divine truths, 
which men that ſpend their whole life in --. 
thoſe ſtudies, can ſcarcely attain to, or le3rn ; 
out of Books : as inits place we ſha!] -elar-, ” 
A grave, and creditable Perſon told mc, | 
that Gregory Lopez, being very you":3, went / 
without acquainting his Parents to the | 
Kingdom of Navarr; where he lived fix 
Years, or more with a Hermite ; and when 
his Father ſeeking him very carefully at laſt 
found him, he brought him to Yalladolid, 
where at that time the Court was : and there 
made him ſerve as a Page, much againſt his 
will. Of this I have no further certainty, 
than that I mentioned. But I underſtood from _ 
Gregory Lopez himſelf , that he had lived at 
Burgos, which is in the way from Madrid to 
Navarr : and he related concerning that Ci- 
ty certain things of edification,and devotion, - 
He told me alſo, that he had been ſome time . 
2 Page at Court : yet neither the bravery,nor 
buſineſs of the Court could make him for+ 
get our Lord, or that interior recollection, 
to which he found himfelf ca!led. To which 
purpoſe I have heard him ſay that when | 
he was ſent on a meſſage by his Lord it 
was his principall care to go talking, and | 
converfirig mentally with God. 
| He 
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The Life of Gregory Lopez. $ 
He likewiſe told me, that, when he 
came to this coatt of New. Spain, he had 
ſpent ſome days at our Lady's of Gua- 
dalupe,watching the night in prayer at that 
holy Houſe, beſeeching the Perpetuall 
Virzin , the Guide of Pilgrims, to obtain 
for him Light of her Bleſſed Son to perform 
the voyage he had deſigned * and it is cer- 
tain, that moſt merciful Virgin by a par- 
ticular Revelation directed his voyage for 
New Spain ; which courſe he very chear- 
fully undertook : and this matter he dif- 
courſed very particularly with a certain 
friend of his. He likewiſe told me, that, 
being one day in prayer in the holy Church 
of Toledo, he received a fingular regalo, 
and favour from our Lord, the like to 
which'till then he never enjoyed - and, it 
may be,it was concerning this his way,and 
that our Lord ſhewed him favour in it. I 
have got hitherto: heard in what other 
affairs it was that he employed thoſe firſt 
twenty Years of his Life. 
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CHAP. II, 


| How be cane to New Spain, and began 
' toleadr a Solitary Life among the 
Indian Chichimecos. 


TF could never fully underſtand concern- 
[ be Gregory Lopez, what motives he had 
for coming into theſe quarters, except 
thoſe above mentioned ; though he could 
notdeny to me, that the principal cauſe 
was the greater glory of God : who, as 
may be ſuppoſed, meant to take this his 
Servant from his country, and from amid({t 
bis Kindred,like another eFbraham ; both 
to try hisfaith and obedience, and to con- 
duct him into the Deſert, and there ſpeak 
ta him in bis heart, Hoſ.2.14. ; 

He was ſome Twenty Years old when 
he arrived at the Port of S. Fob de Vina : 
and inthe City of Veracruz he gave away 
in alnts certain white Stuffs, he brought 
with him ; which, 'as they aſſured me, 
might be'to the value of about eight hun- 
dred Crowns. From thence he went to 
eHexico ; but what befell him in that 
journy is not particularly known. Being 
come'to the City,he was ſome. dayes with 
S. Roman a Notary, and alſo with the 
EE Ee Secretary 
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Secretary Twrcios,to get by his pen where- 


. With to defray his charges for patling ta 
+ Zacateras, where he hoped ta find better 


convenience far that folitary life, which 
he ſo deſired, For the further certainty of 
this his firſt coming to Adexico | will pro- 
duce a Letter, which Lews Zapara in the 
Year 1591, writfrom the Mines of Taſcs 
to the ſame Gregory Lopez to Sanita-Fee, 
where he then was. Tweaty nine, or Thierry 
Tears ſince dwelling in the ftreet of T acubn 
in Mexico, there came a Gentleman from 
Spain, and lodged in my houſe, clad in 
Serge ; who alſo faſted rbat Lent with bread, 
and water: he was called Gregory Lopcz g 
they tell me, you alſo go by that name. Do mes 
the favour to write, whether you be be, and 
to commend me te God, Xc. Gregory wiit 
back in the ſame Letter only theſe words. 
I am he, y.n nemion ; and will do what you © 
requeſt me. A ſtile, ſurely, very di{- 
creet?, and ſo much more becoming 
Chriſtian prudence, as itis far from thoſe 
Complements, and ſuperfluity of words 
wherein others ſpend paper, and tirae, 
about things of little waportance. 
Gregory departed from Adcarco for 
Zacatecas,not out of greedineſs of wealtha 
which hath peopled thoſe Mines with & 
multitude of inhabitants, but out of a de- 
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fire of getting that pure gold of Charity, 
which our Lord Chriit counſels us to buy 
of his Majeity, to make us rich. He itaid 
ſome few days at Zacatecas, where,being 
one day in the chief Piazza of that Ciry, 
at the time when the Waggons departed 
for Mexico with the Plate, he chanced to 
ſee the huge confuſion, and tumplts of 
Arreits, oaths, periuries, threats, quar- 
re]ls, and debates: inſomu-h as that two 
drawing their ſwords at that very initant 
killed each other upon theplace. 

This encreaſed his deſire of retiring 
from the cogverſation of men,ſeeing what 


diſorders, and extremities they incurr 


for a litle earth. And having formerly felt 
in himſelf a very vehement impulſe, and 
clear call from our Lord to retreat to Soli- 
tude,he changed his coſtly clothes he wore, 
for a courſe canvas and went eight 
Leagues further into the Country, to the 
Valley of Amayac, 'near the Chichimecos , 
whoſe cruelty in thoſe times was much 
feared by the Spaniards. But, being the 
ſervant of God,he went ſafhiciently armed 
with patience, and having begun the war 
with : inviſible Enemies, the Infernall 
powers, dreaded not the viſible, Men e- 
ſpecially, whoſe inhumanity, and bar- 
barouſneſs, he thought, by Gods grace, 
dd Ca | | to 
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to overcome with great kindneſs, and 
condeſcendence. In this place he with his 
own hands built a litle Cell, or Cabbin, 
wherein thoſe very Indians aflilted him, 
which continueth to this day : though 
more properly we may term it an Her- 
mitage, being the firit, we know of, that 
was made inn New Spain. Here he began 
to icad a ſolitary life in his entring upon 
the one and twentieth Year of his age. The 
generous Youth then ſeeing himſelf in the 
field, or lifts, where he was to engage in 
ſuch furious conflicts with the enemy ; 
the firſt thing he did, was to put himſelf 
into the hands of God, and place himſelf 
under the ſhadow of his moſt faithfull de- 
fence, and protection, uſing theſe words. 
Lord here I go forth only to ſerve you,aud not 
to make any account at all of wy ſelf ; if I 
periſh, on your account be it : | and meerly 
for your ſake ]. By which words Grego7y 
did not mean that his ſoul could periſh 
by Gods means, he doing on his part what 
he ought, and was able: for, this couf 1 
not be imagined ofa perſon, naturally, a- 
dorned with ſo great an underſtanding ; 
and, ſupernaturally, endowed with ſo 
much light. But by this manner of ſpeech 
he expreſſed a heart wholly refigned to 
God, and enflaragd with the love of his 
| : Honour 
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Honour, that on his account, and meerly 
for his ſervice, not his own, he came 
thither, and-on the ſame account, if ſo 
was his Divine pleaſurc, there would 
periſh. . "HEAT "We 
From the very inſtant that Gre L 
made this Act, te found the hate our 
Lord very preſent with him, and began to 
walkwith great courage in the narow path 
to PerfeCtion : wherein he went not a ſtep 
back,nor ever ſtopped,nor loſt fight of that 
light, and clarity, wherewith God guided 
him in this way. He armed himſelf with 
aufterities, and mortifications of his Bo- 
dy ; which he macerated with continuall 
abſ{tinences : for, he uſed to eat but once 
a day, though his meal were but ſhort, & 
of little nouriſhment : { the molt of his 
time, it was only Indsay Maiz or wheat 
parched, with the ſndians cal Caralore ). 
And this cuſtom he obſerved with ſuch ri- 
Sor to hisdeath,that on no occation,though 
of dangerous ſickneſs, he ever left it off: 
He never cat fleſh. If they ſent him in alms 
fome ſlices of Beef, he thankfully received 
them, diſguiſing his abſtinence, but eat 
them not. His ordinary bread was little 
cakes of 2Zaiz. He ſuffered ſome affronts 
from the Spaniſh ſouldiers,that paſſed that 
way to ſeek out the Tudian Chichimecos, 
| Ge 
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& take them priſoners, Some termed him, 
a Lutheran Heretick, becanſe he did not 
hear Maſs : not conſidering, that the nigh- 
eſt place, where it was ſaid, was ſeven 
Leaguesor 24. Miles from his Cottage ; 
notwithſtanding at the prime Feaſts he 
went to hear it, and prefenvly returned 
to his ſolitude. Others called hira fool, 
for chuſing ſo dangerous a dwelling ; tel- 
ling him. Merhinks, you ſmell of the Grave 
already,But the ſouldier of Chritt little re- 
Sarded thoſe terrours, for our Lord had 
imprinted in the barbarous 1natans ſuch a 
love, and reverence toward him, that, 
though they killed with their wonted cru- 
elty the other Spaniards there about,when 
they came to Gregory's habitation, they 
faluted him by ſignes, and with ſeverall 
geſtures,and motions of their countenance 
and hands, offering him Txzes ( 2 fruit 
that grows there ) and ſome Conies : and 
thoſe who had gotten ſome words of Za- 
rene ſaid Deogratias to him ; ſhewing 
themſelves as courteous, and civill to 
him, as if he had been one of their own 
Nation, or their Brother ; and ſo they ve- 
ry willingly helped him to build his little 
Cottage. Whence may be ſeen, how 
powerfull good example, and an humble, 
and milde behaviour is, to _— _ 
$I ED oIten 
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ſoften the hearts, 'evenoof wild beaſts. 

I have heard it related for certain, 
that, Gregory once making a ditch for a 
litle garden he had there, one called Mar- 
tin Mreena, who had a farm rot far from 
that place, ſaw him ſurrounded with An- 
gells, wherupon he came with great de- 
votion, and tears, and tolditto his wife 
Donna eMaria de Mercado 1importuning 
him much to acquaint her with the reaſon 
of that change, and alteration ſhe ſaw in 
him at his ret urn, 


—_— 
_ 
- 


CHAP. III. 


The combats wherewith our Lord in 
this time did exerciſe him, and the 
remedies he furniſhed him withall, 


to bring hit off vi orious. 


Lthough the auſterity of Gregory in 
treating his Body was very great; as 
likewiſe his ſuffering inconveniences, and 
want of neceſſaries aftorded hins occaſion 
of meriting : yet all this was pleaſant in 
comparifon of the Interior Exerciſe, 
wherewith our Lord continually tried 
him, And though in particular he toſd me 
nor 


-». 
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not, in what kind, ot way this Exerciſe, 
and triall was, yet he often afinred me, 
the violence of the Combat was ſuch, that 
he admired how he had been able to per- 
ſevere, and that: his hair ſtood an end, 
when je remembred thoſe times. This he 
fa:d being now an old Souldier and much 
experienced in ſuch aflaults. Upon an oc- 
caiion that offered it ſelf he, though very 
modeſtly, told a Confident of his, that he 
had a hot skirmiſh with the Devill, and 
came to a ſpirituall grappling with him ; 
and ſuch was the contention, that therein 
the blood burit out at his ears,and noſtrills. 

The remedy, he uſed on ſuch occaſions, 
was prayer, whercin he perſevered night, 
and day: and it was but neceſſary, for his 
not yielding to his Enemy, to employ all 
hisſtrength in requeſting it. Now, among 
the ſentiments which our Lord for his 
ſupport, and conſolation, gave him in 
Prayer, there was one very ſingular in 
theſe words : Fiat voluntas tua, ficut int 
cals, & interra. Amen, Feſus. Which he 
repeated continually; ſo that for the ſpace 
of three Years ever' time he breathed, he 
uttered them mentally at each reſpiration, 
without failing, or forgetting himſelf : 
nor did either eating, or drinking, or dif- 
courling with any make him intermit this 

2s Exerciie 
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Exerciſe; And, I asking him if he could 
ibly cemember thoſe words, when he 
firſt awaked ; he anſwered me, Tes: and 
that,ſo duly,that|being awake, he breath- 
ed not a ſecond time, before he called 
them to mind: A thing very {trange in- 
deed, yet not impoſſible to. Gregory, as 
ſuting with the great vigilance, and con- 
ſtancy, which our Lord gave him in all 
that, which he repreſented to him, to be 
the divine Will, and advantageous for 
his Soul, tl > 
At the end of three Years, wherein he 
exerciſed himſelf in the meditating, and 
ruminating on the forementioned words, 
finding himſelf much improved thereby, 
end greatly conformed to the Will of 
God,;. in whatſoever his Majeſty thought 
fit to ordain concerning him, the ſame 
Lord was pleaſed to put him upon anq- 
ther Exerciſe, not ſo much of words, as 
works, which was an afdent Love of 
God, and his Neighbours, wherein that 
religious Saul ſetled it ſelf, as ina ver- 
tue the maſt heroical and moſt acceptable 
to our Lord. Supported with ſo ſolid, and 
firm a foundation, he went always in- 
creaſing and aſcending from Vertue to 
Vertue, without evereooling in this a- 


fmorous affeQion of Charity, wherein the 
Divine 


TAP 
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Divine Goodneſs had grounded, and for- 
tifted him : as ſhall be ſeen hereafter. 


_ 


CHAP. IV. 


Gregory goes to the quarter of Alon- 
ſode Avalos, a4 there determines 
toreturn to Mexico, by advice of 
Father Fr. Domingo de Salazar. 


(ez Zopez, liked well in Amayacr, 
aS enjoying there freely his ſolitude, 
and meeting with occafions enow to exer- 
ciſe Poverty, and Patience, in the want 
of neceflaries for his convenience, and 
maintenance, So that he would not have 
left that place, had not the Love of his 
Neighbour ( whom he deſired to tender,as 
himſelf ) ſeemed to require it. For, his 
manner of living in the Deſett being ſo 
new, and unuſuall in thoſe parts, ſome 
rude, and ignorant People wondred, he 
did not hear Maſs on Sundays, and Holy- 
days, having no remote poſſeſſion nor 
bulineſs in the country, to excuſe him 
from the Church's Precept : they conceiv- 
ing only temporall necelſity a ſufficient 
diſpenſation herein, and not the rn lay 
a 
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Call vf God, and inſtiat of the Holy 


Ghoſt, which drew to the deſert of Egypt, || 


and Nz:tria, and other quarters a great 
number of men, who ſet up the Xſonaſtick, 
and Heremitick life, without having op- 
| portunity in one? nay, divers Years, of 
tulfillins that precept, and others of like 
nature ; from which in the iudgment of 
all learned, and pious men they were 
juſtly excuſed. And,though Gregory Lopez 
under:tood this very well, yet he conde. 
ſcended to the infirmity, and ignorance of 
that people ; and for avoiding all ſcandall, 
removed to the Plantation of Alonſo de 
Avalos, where he might hear Maſs. 
Alonſo de Avalos received him with 
much kindneſs, and demonſtrations of 
courtefy, offering him a Garden, he had, 
of a very good aire, and ſituation ; and,' 


uuderſtanding, that he never eat fleſh, he 


commanded his Steward to employ an 
Tadian to catch certain litle fiſh for the di- 
et of Gregory. He accepted the Garden ; 
but conſented not, that any man ſhonld 
be ſet on work for him; And ſo the two 
Years, that he ſpent there, he lived almoſt 
only upor mitk, and curds. At the end 
of which time (underſtanding, that it was 
Gods will ) he determined to return to- 
ward Zacatecas. And the night before his 
departure, 
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Chap:4., The Life of Gregory Lopez. 15 
departure, it hapned, that as he was CX- 
pecting day to take his Jonrny, at that 
very time began that great Earth-quake, 
which fell out in thoſe parts, in the year 
1566, and, as Gregory was going to open 
his caſement, the beams of his Cham- 
ber fell down, without doing him any 
hurt, | | 

In this his journy , he came toa farm 


* or Mannour of Sebaſtian Xexia, where 


they gave him good entertainment, which 
he [ſtaying there for ſome time] recom- 
penſed with his good example, and pious 


| diſcourſes, wiich made ſuch impreſſion 
{ on his Hoſt, that forthwith quitting his 
* Curious and coſtly apparel he clad himſelf 
' incourſe Cloath, ſuch as Gregory wore : 


To whom he bare ſo great love and re- 


] ſpe, that he deterinined to put his.Soul 


and Eſtate both into his hands, that ſo he 


* might take charge and diſpoſe of all ac- 


cording to the great prudence wherewith 
he perceived God had endued him. But 
he ſuſpeting as much, and underſtanding 
that Sebaſtian Mexia was tody ſhortly, 
judged it not expedient for him to _— 
himſelf with anothers eſtate, who, (the 
freer to ſerve God) had quitted his own : 
and ſo, to the great grief of all there, he 


went on his way toward Zacatecas. | 
($ At: 
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At that tune went preaching in theMines|# 
and Towns about Zacatecas Fr. Domingo h 
de Salazar an eminent perſon of the Order|; 
of Preachers; who by the familiar con-(3 
verſe he had with Gregory took ſuch af-7 
fection to his good Spirit and manner of F 
living, that ke earneitly requeſted him to# 
£0 to the Covent of the order of St. Do. 
axick 3t Mexico, where he would pro-þ 
cure him a cell and maintenance, theres 
to lead his Life with the more quict an 
ſecurity, employing himſelf all alone if 
Prayer, and the exerciſe of his vocationg 
without totally depriving himſelf of th 


'benefits and advantages which a Life i | 
community (of Religious eſpecially) cars | 


rics with it, Gregory, conceiving thai 
courſe was no hindrance to that which. | 
our Lord had diſcovered to him, of ad | 
dicting himſelf to Prayer, and the con | 
| 
I 


 templation of Divine things, determines 


to follow the counſel a man ſo learnec; 

and ſo much a Servant of God, as Fathe. 

Domingo, gave him; and accepted the. t; 
convenience and charity offered, and re. v 
turned back to Xexico, having livedin” h 
the parts above mentioned of Amaiac,the” fr 
the villages of Avales, and Mexia's Man® th 


'nour about ſeven years ; with two monthi, w 


that he ſerved a certain mag on the occa!. th 
fion I ſhall now relate. He: 
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He was apparclled, as hath bin ſaid, 
in thick courſe cloth , and having with 
time worn out his clothes he was mind. 
ded to look out ſome ſervice thereabouts 
to get what might ſupply him to cover his 
nakedneſs. He came to a rich Farmer 
who willingly entertained him, and gave 
nim charge over thoſe of his family,to in- 
ſtruct them, and employ them in their ſe- 
veral offices. This Gregory did on the 
one ſide with ſo much care and diligence. 
on the other with ſo much love and humi- 
lity, that he made them all aſtoniſked at 
his rare vertue, enamoured with his,ex- 
cellent converſation and company , ai 
deſirous to have him ever with them, 
But he, having in two months gotten 
enough for his poor clothing went thence, 
leaving them in great ſorrow at his de- 
parture, which they could not prevent ci- 
ther with intreaties, and tears, or with 
mony, which they offered him. 
Daring the time that Gregory lived in 


- theDeſert,great were the terrours where- 
-. with. the Devil had laboured to affright 
n* him, and make him turn back and deſiſt 
* from his holy purpoſe: fomtimes with 
= the yells, howlings and roaring of the 


onthi 


He: 


wild beaſts of the field, otherwhiles wich 


the cruel murders the Indian Chichimecos 
| CG-2 ever/ 


20 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.4., 
every day executed in thoſe parts on the þ 
Spaniards; otherwhiles he aſſaulted him . 
with ſundry temptations interiour, and 
therefore the more ſubtile,and dangerous. + 
In all which he preſently had recourſe to ; 
his Prayer and the Armes our Lord had ; 
ſhewn and given him for his defence : 7 
which were this total reſignation wherec- ' 
with he put both himſelf and his affairs } 
into the hands of God. He repea- | 
ted thoſe words, wherein he had found | 
ſo much light, and erudition, Fiat voluns | 
tas tua, ©; and proſtrate on the ground 
before the Divine Majeſty he ſaid; Lord 
thou art a Father, and every thing is done + 
in thy preſence, and with thy will. With ; 
this he recovered new forces to go on in 
his Way. | | 
Helived (as is ſaid) in great Poverty, 
yet never asked alms in allthis time, or 
afterward in his whole life ; but, com- -. 
mitted all to the divine Providence ate: 
what they freely, and voluntarily gave 
him, without asking : and, when this* 
failed him, he got his living by working, 
He paſſed many days with parched /azz:. 
and a whole Len: only with Purſlane ;: 
| from whence began that great weakneſs 
he had at hisStomack, which gave him oc- 
cafion enough of meriting all his Life. He 
ſome- 
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ſomtimes uſed Corporal exerciſe in a lit- 
tle Garden : though the herbs he ſet, and 
cultivated, he ſcarce ever ate of, but iN 
much charity gave them to ſuch as paſſed 
by. He every day read a certain time 
in the Holy Scripture ; and ſomtimes his 
Lection was in S. Pauls Epiſtles, in Spa- 
ziſh , before they were forbidden, Of 
which elſwhere more at large. 


—— —w —_— — ——— woo 


CHAP.'V. 


He returns to Mexicos and having 
bin at the Covent of S, Dominic, 
goes thence to Guaſteca,to continue 
his (olitary Life. - 


S ſoon as he came to Aexice, he re- 
paired preſently to the Covent of 

the Dominicans to Father Dominic de 
Salazar, to aſſiſt him, as he had promij- 
ſed, in procuring him a Cell, in that holy 
Houſe. But, he being not at preſent jn 
the City, Gregory Lopez partly declared 
his intention to ſome very grave and 
learned Fathers of that holy Order , who 
anſwered him, it was not poſſible to grant 
him a Cell, without taking the R ligrons 
C 3 habit 
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habit too, which they offered him with 
much gladneſs,and the joy of all. So, ha- 
ving ſtaid there ſome days expecting his 
Patron, on whoſe word and favour he re- 
lied, and being informed by them about 
his not returning ſoſoon, and that, when 
hecame, he could not obtain his requelt, 
upon this likewiſe perſwading himſelf 


Vn Ot MEG PEAR 


that his vocation was not to live in Com- : 


munity, but ſolitary, he departed from 
that holy company to the gricf of the Fa- 
thers, and himſelf, for leaving ſuch pious 
Company. 

Thercupon, conccivins it more proper 


for him, and in a manner neceſſary, to 


follow his firſt vocation, and the courſe, 
our Lord had ſhewn him, and in which 
he had proccedcd fo far, to the great im- 
provement of hisSoul,he reſolved to go to 
Guaſtecaz which they deſcribed to him for 


a vaſt countrey,unpeopled,but abounding * 


much in wild fruits, whercon he might 
tive, This place Gregory Lopez made 
Choice of, to continue the exerciſes of his 
ſolitude in: and, though he might juſtly 
fear this preſent courſe, by reaſon of his 
infirmities and weakneſs of Body, yet 
he more feared the being chargeable to 


his entertainers and hoſts : a thing, where- +: 
in he was ever very cautions,and diſcreet. 


90, 


- 
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So, putting his whole confidence in the 
Divine Providence, he ſettled there, till 
God otherwiſe diſpoſed of him, He 
lived upon fruits, herbs, and roots of the 
Field : he valiantly fought the battels of 
the Lord, continuing the exerciſe of the 
Love of God, and his Neighbour,wherein 
(as we have ſeen) the Divine Bounty 
had founded him, and advanced him very 
far. 


—— 


CHAP. VI. 


Of a great Sickneſs he had 3 and hom 
ome abous this time conceived an 
ill opinion of him, but others much 
eſteem and admire him, 


gp. a Lopez. could have continued 
IJ in this Wilderneſs of G#zaſteca all 

the reſt of his life, had he diſcern- 
edit to have been Gods Will: which his 
Majeſty ſhewed it was not, by means of 
a very dangerous Bloudy-flux, he ſent 
him, which he endured alone, many days, 
with ſuch inconveniences, as may be ima- 
gined, in ſo great want of allthings ne- 
| C 4 ceſſary 
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24 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.s. 
ceſſary for his cure, and likewiſe for his 
ordinary ſultenance, But it pleaſed God 
that a Prieſt of very exemplary vertue, 
called Fohn de Mcſz (who without any 
ſtipend taught thoſe people, liberally be- 
Rowing his Eſtate on the Poor and 
needy) had notice of his necefſity,where- 
to he applied a remedy with great Cha- 
rity : ſending inſtantly for the Sick Man, 
and providing for him in his own houſe 
with all carc, and tenderneſs. 
He was brought extreme low with this 
Sickneſs ; ſo that being very weak, as 
having not been able to eat any thing for 
many days, he fell into a ſlcep, out of 
which he awaked ſuddenly with ſome 
ſtrength and appetite to cat, and within a 
ſhort time regained his perfect health, 
Yet notwithſtanding this his good Hoſt 
would not conſent that he ſhould return 
to the Deſert, but kept him in his Houſe 
near upon four Years, with very great 
edifcartion both to himſelf, & the Nejgh- 
bours about, who upon the report of his 
excellent qualities came to ſee him, 
Thouph he never diſcovercd to any, who 
he was, nor what his Vocation, nor the 
Mental Exerciſes, kc uſed, his meer good 
carriage, and exterior compoſition gain- 
2d the admiration, and affcRion of di-. 
Vers, 
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vers. Notwithſtanding there wanted 
not ſome, that looked upon this with a- 
nother kind of eye, and likewiſe framed 
a different judgment of Gregory's manner 
of proceeding. For, he having, as they 
imagincd, no work, or excerciſe to em- _ 
ploy himſelf in, they judged him for a 
Vagrant or unprofitable perſon, And 
the ſuſpicion went further : for, ſome 
took him for an Heretick, taoug! they 
ſaw him then preſent at Maſs, and obedi- 
ent to the other external obligations of a 
Chriſtian, as well as the rett. And, be- 
caufe on this occaſion IT had the firſt no- 
tice of his manner of living, I will here 
ſet down the relation which was given me 
of him, 

There came about that time from thoſe 
parts to /dexico a Prieſt, and among o- 
ther buſineſſes entrulted to him to treat 
there one was ; That thereabouts lived 
a man, who was much ſuſpeRed to be a 
Luthcran Heretick , becauſe he carried 
no Beads for his prayers, nor uſed other 
fgns, by which good Chriſtians arc wont 
to expreſs their devotion and a ſound 
mind. I asked him, whether the party 
ſpoke well in matters of faith ; and if his 
practice were ſutable; He told me, he 


feemed very knowing, astg the doctrine 
| of 
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of faith, and had all the Bible by heart : 


as to his practice, hc was a perſon blame- 


leſs, he kept almo't always alone , as 
though he had extraordinary buſineſs, 
yet never acquainted any therewith. He 


continues long, ſaith he, in the Church, - 
and we cannot cxtort from him what his 


Country 1s, wao his Parents, and Kin- 
&r2d; he treats of nothing of the World, 
as tho2ph he had never lived in it, I fa- 
miljarly repiied, that I would not have 
the Prieit like H7cl;; who miltools for an 
effect of Drunicnneſs the -change Anna 
diſcovered in her looks , waen ſhe pray- 
ed weepivs bitterly before God. If you 
ſhould ſee a Thief without his Beaas,you 
would not thereupon take him for an He- 
:ctick , how much leis then a perſon of 
10 g00d life, fo well read in Scripture, 
and who.e converſation ſeems to be only 
with God ? The Prie{t ſatizfhcd with this 
reaſon anſwered, that what I ſaid he ap- 
proved of , and that he mult needs be a 
very good Man : adding, | nave a mind 
tocarryhim a hat, for, he wears none 
(perhaps becauſe he hath none), and will 
forbear from informing the 1nquz/ition 
againſt him, as I intended. This paſſed 
betwixt the Pricſt & me concerning Gre- 
gory Lopes, of whom till then I knew no- 
F thing ; 


| 
|; 
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thing , nor did I then know his Name : 
though, by the aforeſaid relation, I had 
a good opinion of his manner of life, our 
Lord laying a beginning, without my un- 
derſtanding ſo much, for the great fa- 
vours and mercies, which his Divine 
Majeſty by means of this his Servant was 
todome; as ſhall be ſhewn hereaftcr, 


CHAP. VER 
After fonr years ſpent at Guaſteca, too 
; mich known, he xyemoves to Atrifco: 
| and from hence for the [ame cauſe 
[ tothe Sanituary of our Lady of Re- 
l medies; where, npon new com- 
plaints made, he 15 examined (as be- 
fore in Arriſco) by the Commande- 
enent of the Arch-biſhop, touching 
his Spirit and manner of Life z wha 
remains much (atisfied with the Re- 


lation thereef, 
HF 


| -»" He defire Grezory Lopez, had of not 
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1 being known , and the great care 
he uſed in concealing his Spirit, 

2nd heroical Vcrtues, made him ſhift his 
| ſtation, 
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tation, in imitation of the ancient Her- 
2nitcs ; Who, fearing to be known and 
honoured by men, travelled often from 
place to place. So, having lived in 
Guaſteca about four years, and ſeeing 
himſelf much known, and generally e- 
ſteemed by the Indians, and Spantards, 
through inſtin Xt of the Holy Gholt (for, 
it is conceived, he thereby always 
changed his ſtation or aboad) he depar- 
ted for Arriſco; and a League off the 
Town, before his entrance intoit, God 
preſented him to a man of quality, by 
name Fohn Perez, Romero , who in his 
houſe aforded him a Lodging, and every 
thing neceſſary for his maintenance. He 
liked here very well ; for, his Entertai- 
ners were very good Chriltians, and pro- 
ted themſelves by thc good counſels, 
and the cxample, he gave them (this be- 
ing the thanks and requital our Pilgrim 
made them that entertained him, and 
wherever he went. 

The temper of the Country was very 
grateful to him, and the rivers, brooks, 
and freſh aire of the Fields, ſuch as might 
contribure much to devotion and recol- 
letion. Yet it was not our Lords will 
he ſhould live there above two Years. 
For, the ſower of tares, and Enemy of 
Our 
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onr welfare uſeth to obſcure and bury 
the Vertue, and light, whick ſhine and 
enlighten us, that others may not profit, 
nor go forward in the ſervice of God ; as 
did by his means the Holts of Gregozy, 
and many of the Neighbours about. 

To compaſs his ends, the Enemy uſed 
for his inſtrument certain Religious Per- 
ſons that lived there, none of the learn- 
eder ſort , though well-meaning, it is 
likely, and zealous, but not ſecrmanm ſcr- 
entiam, Who, ſeeing ſo great mortifica- 
tion and compoſedneſs in ſo young a 
Man, and ſuch admirable wiſdom, ver- 


tue, and ſpirit in one unſtudied, and 


wearing no habit of any Order, wherein 
he might have acquired ſuch excellent 
qualitics, were greatly ſcandalized, and 
feared where was nothing to fear , and, 
forgetting that ſaying, The Hood makes 
not the Monk; and what the Prophet 
ſaith, Bleſſed is the man whom thou (halt 
inſtruc O Lord, and teach him out of thy 
Law; Pſal. 93. 12. they ſo aggravated 
the matter before the then Archbiſhop of 
Atexico, that his Lordſhip thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make very particular informa- 
tion for diſcovering the truth ; which be- 
ing juridically done, he deciared with 
great ſolemnity by publick ſentence the 
cxtra- 
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Extraordinary piety, innocence, and ver- 
rue of Gregory Lopcz, 

He having by this gaincd a greater rc- 
putation of Sanctity in the opinion of all, 
itraight asked the leave of Fohn Perez 
Romero,and, departing from him, and all 
his Family, and thoſe quarters, grievcd 
for the loſs of ſuch holy and ſo edifying 
company, ke took his journey toward 
/1cxico, And from a place near Teſcuco 
lifting up his eyes he cſpied on the otner 
fide of the City the Houſe and Sanctuary 
of our Lady :f Remedies; and, thinking 
there might haply be found ſome lodging 


there, where he might live in tac proſe- 


cution of his ſolitary life, he made to” 


ward it, without cntring AZex:co; and, 
perceiving tne Houſe was dedicated to 
the A19t92r of God, he rejoyced ex- 
cecdingly,and purpoſed to continue there 
in the ſervice of the Queen of Heaven. 
God directed all this for the good of ma- 
ny ſouls there, who profited much in ver- 
tue by the behaviour and diſcourſes of 

Gregory. h 
For ſome Months at his firſt coming 
none knew who he was, and ſcarce any 
heeded him : for, being extreme wary of 
not diſcovering outwardly the favours 
God inwardly did him, ſecming rather 
in 
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in his exterior a fimple man, of weak 
parts, and little-underitanding, there was 
none that reſorted to him, or that Jignt 
upon that treaſure, which God had titd 
in this Solitude. Hereupon he {uttered 
great neceſſity and Jack of maintenance ; 
ſo that I underiood he lived there many 
days only upon wild Quinces. 

Yet after ſome ſpace they began to ob- 
ſcrve him more, certain devout perf2ns 
from time to time, when they Kept their 
Novendials there, inviting him to dinner. 
They marked diligently and exactly the 
newattire, and manner of life of their 
Gueſt. Some were cdified with his 
converſation and carriage , others were 
aFraid of it ; judging it ſomwhat ſuſpici- 
ous to leave the common road wherein 
moſt went. Others leſs aaviſed thought 
him a man of ill life, and a concealed He- 
retick , abhorring him, and ſhunning his 
communication and company ; and in 
this particular he ſuffered much with ve- 
ry admirable patience : though I have not 
been able hitherto to lcarn more particu- 
farly the notable things which there vetell 
him. 

The news of this came to the Arch- 
biſhop's hearins, Don Pedro Poya ae Con- 
rreras of happy memory, who, as became 

[9 
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ſo vigilant and careful a Prelate, deſired | 
to be informed concerning the life, and ? 
manners of Gregory Lopez, and the Spirit | 


that guided him. 


About this time went to our Lady of 
Remedies to fee him ; and by the diſcourſe | 
I had wich him I was much ſatisfied con- | 
cerning his Spirit, and accounted him a |, 
man of ſolid and well-grounded vertue, ] 


gave this relation to the ſaid Arch-Biſhop, 
telling him, this was my opinion. His 
Lordthip, for the further ſatisfying him- 
ſelf, and better diſcharging his office, in- 
tended to examine this buſineſs more par- 
ticularly. So he enjoyned Father Alonſo 
Sanchcz, of the Socicty of 7eſi1s, a man of 
great piety, and learning, much addicted 
to ſpiritual matters, and experienced 
therein, purpoſely, and with al} diligence 
to examine Gregory Lopez, making (as 
they ſay) an Anatomy of him, and to 
conſider his ermployments, cxerciſes, and 
manner of proceeding. With this Com- 
miſſion the ſaid Father went to our Lady 
of Remedies, ſpending much time with 
Gregory, and asking him very particular 
queltions concerning the Catholick Faith, 
his own cuſtomes, and Spirit; to all 
which he anſwered with ſuch caution, and 
kumility, and in fo few words, G_ 

left 
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teft him ſtill more in ſuſpenſe, and doubt, 
and more deſirous of getting the truth 
ont of him. Therefore, thinking any other 
courſe was but loſing time,he reſolved to 
ſpeak plain to him; And ſo with a 'Srave, 
& ſcvere aſpect he thus beſpake him. 7 de- 
fire to be free with you; My Lord Arch- 
Biſhop ſends me to takg Cogntſ ance of his 
Sheep « anſwer me clearly, and plainly, 
To which Grercry replied: Tr z5 very fir, 

{ jhould obcy my Paſtor, and Prelate, and 
your Reverence 1n his names Having PFe- 
miſed this, he began anew to ſift him 
from top to bottome; asking him many, 
and very fubtil queltions in matters of 
our holy Faith, and Chriſtian doctrine: 
toall which he anſwered clearly, and dt. 
ſtintly , grounding his anſwers on the 
Holy Scripture, and relating. the Heres 
ics, that had riſen againſt the Catholick 
truth , telling the times, and principal 
keads of the Arch-Hereticks » together 
with the Saints, and Eccleſtaſtial writers, 
and Doctors, that have impugned, aud 
written againſt them. 

This he did with ſuch weight of ſen- 
tences, and grovity of expreſſion, that 
tie Father remained aſtoniſhed. But he 
much more wondred at the excellent ſo- 
Iutions he gave to all thoſe doubts, and 
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to objections he propoſed to him , about # 
his Spirit, and manner of Life : perceiv- | 
ing in him a rich ſtock of divine and hu- ' 
Hil mane prudence, Hereupon the ſaid Fa- 

Lit = was not only well ſatisfied of the ex- | 
Wil ellent Spirit of Gregory, but alſo much ® 
affeted and taken with him, | 

Of all this he gave the Arch. Brjhopa þ 
felation and account ; and his Lordſhip 1 
was exceedingly pleaſed, that a man of , 
ſo great vertue, and Spirit, had oyned | 
himſelf to his flock ; and from thence for- ' 
ward he cauſed him to be much made. 
of and often viſited ; my ſelf being the » 

( | Meſſenger and internuncio. 
WF The firſt time that I ſpake with the 

| Archbiſhop, after Father Alonſo Sanchez | 
had given him an account of his com: - 
miſſion, his Lordſhip told me, that, a- 
mong other things, which the Father ſaid ' | 
to him, in favour and approbation of } | 
Gregory Lo = were theſe words: T7#- ( 

in compariſon of thi man, 1 | F 
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For 247n1ng better health he is ve- 
moved to the Hoſpital of Guaſteca z 
and the interior and exterior Exer- 
criſes, wherein he there imployed 


himſelf. 


Wo years had Gregory Lopez conti- 
« & nued in the holy Houſe of our La- 
| dy of Remedies, when he felt him- 
ſelf very weak, and tortured with pains 
of the Stomack, and the Colick ; by rea- 
ſon of which indiſpoſitions the cold and 
ſtrong winds, that commonly blow in. 
thoſe high countries , were very ill for 
him : ſo that, for want of health, his re- 
moval was neceflary to the Hoſpital of 
Guaſteca which is in the Marquiſate of 
Vale, twelve Leagues from Aexico, 
As ſoon as the Archbiſhop underſtood 
of this reſolution, he ſent him a Horſe of 
1s own Stable, and ſome cates, together 
with a Servant to attend him and ſerve 
him in his journey. 
We departed from our Lady of Reme- 
dcs for Guaftera, Gregory Lopez , the 
C 2 Arch- 
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Archbiſhop's Servant, and my ſelf, in the 
year 1580. and ſo great was the eſteem 
which they held him in, who had con- 
verſed here with him, that at his depar- 
ture they all ſtrove to get ſome of his 
poor Houſholdſtuft, which was at pre- 
fent two or thrce Sheepskins, that ſerved 
him for a bed, and a Pitcher to kecp wa- 
ter in. And, though 1 intended to get 
one of thoſe Sheepskins, I could not ob- 
tain it, notwithitanding I was Crate of 
the Cathedral, and fo well known of all ; 
ſuch was the affection and devotion 
wherewith the pious pcople delircd 
them. 

T left Gregory On his way tO Guafteca, 
that I might not be wanting to my charge 
at Mexico, He, attended by the Arch- 
biſhops Servant, fo ſoon as arrived there, 
was received by Brother Steven de Her- 
rera, though the accommodations could 
not be great, by reaſen of the poverty 
the Hoſpital ſuffered in thoſe its begin- 
nings. He placed him in his own Lodg- 
ing, with ordcr to allow him neceſſary | 
maintenance, and not to employ him in 
any thing atall. The Brother performed 
toward him all offices of Charity, which 
he uſed toward thoſe that came thither. 
For, though the number was great, by 
rea 
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reaſon of the pleaſant temper of the aire, 
excellent for recovering of health, and 
the Hoſpital then had no revenue ſuffici- 
ent for maintaining the Poor, nor houſe 
to lodge them in, nor meanes to build 
with ; yet it was never wanting compe- 
tently to ſupply them bota for their cure, 
and relief, 

A thing indeed, which viewed only 
with humane cyes may feem impoſſible, 
and too extravagant. Yet fuch was the 
courage of Bernardine Alvarez ,the Foun- 
der not of that Hoſpital only, but like- 
wiſe of that of the Covaleſtents in Mex 
ico, and of many others which are diſ- 
perſed over all Vew Spain, that he de- 
ſerved moſt happy ſucceſs, proſpering 
both in his relieving. and curing of many. 
[ remember, that, when asked this great 
Servant of God his conſent, that Gregory 
Lopez might be admitted into that Hoſ- 
pital, he anſwered me; / would to God, 
Father Loſa, / could bring 10 my Hoſpital 
all the Poor in the World; for, I have ve- 
7y great confidence in jeſus Chritt, that 
h: world krep thera all : be it a you deſire, 
with all mny heart. And in effect it is ſeen, 
how well grounded on the Divine provi- 
dence that work went ; ſince, within two 
Years after it was founded, there was in 
83 3 thaf 
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that Houſe of Guaſteca proviſion for ſe- 
venty and five Perſons; and from thence 
forward it hath ſo far increaſed, that God 
keeps a Table in that Deſert for aff ſorts 
of poor and necefſitous; Men, and Wo- 
men; Spaniards, or Indians; who come 
for cure to this Hoſpital, not only out of 
all New Spain, but likewiſe from Guate- 
mala, and Pern, for the good entertain- 
ment they find here, and the plenty of all 
neceſfaries for their health, and refreſh- 
ment,. and the great charity and care 
wherewith they are looked to; ſo that 
almoſt all thoſe that go thither with In. 
curable Dileaſes in a ſhort time recover 
perfect health, This, in brief, ofthis fa- 
mous Hoſpital ; becauſe I conceive, that 
Gregory Lopez, his being there at its be- 
Sinning was no ſmall cauſe of its in- 
creaſe. Ee | 
Here then our ” regory had his mainte- 
nance ccrtain under the title of Volunta- 
ry Poverty, and being alſo diſcharged of 
all cares (though temporal things never 
diſquieted him ) he emplayed himſelf 
wholly in Divine Contemplation, and 
Mental Exerciſes, perfefting himiſe!f in 
the Love of God and his Neighbour, 
wherein ſo many Years before he had 
laid the foundation. But, thovgh his 
p- M4 \ t; ES : Exers 
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Exerciſe was the ſame,the improvements 
therein every day were very different, 
He was all day retired in a Chamber a- 
part. He went forth on Sundays, and 
Holidays, and ſome Week-days to hear 
Maſs ; and this in the Hoſpital- Chappell, 
and, if ſomtime Maſs failed there , he 
went to the Monaſtery of Sr, Dominic to 
hearit. And, though that place was fo 
very delightful, by reaſon of the many 
and good ſprings, the ficlds, woods, and 
proſpets, yet he never went forth to ſee 
them, all the time he lived there, ſave 
only once, and that at my inftance. 

He ſcl4ome viſited the Sick, becauſe 
by rcaſon of his great weakneſs and ten- 
derneſs of conſtitution the ill ſmell, pro- 
cecding from the contagious Difeaſes 
that are cured there, did exceedingly 
hurt him. For this reaſon there wanted 
not ſome of thoſe who attended the Hoſ- 
pital which murmured againſt him ( it 
being no news for Martha to complain 
of Mary) as a ſhallow, impertinent, and 
idle Perſon. But thoſe that attentively 
conſidered the ations of Gregory Lopez 
judged far otherwiſe of him; for, they 
found by their own experience that Al- 
mighty God favoured and aſſiſted them 
by means of his Prayers, and that there- 
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by their bodily ſtrength was increaſed to 
help the fick day and night, They alſo 
perceived the great giſt of Counſel God | 
had conferred on him, wherewith he {| 
comforted, andcalmed thoſe,that in their * 
afflictions and troublcs repaired to him. 
He had a ſpecial talent in pacifſying, and | 
chearing many of the Sick, who either | 
through their ill humour, or the violence 
of their difeaſe, were fo cholerick and 
| peeviſh, that the Infirmarians could nor 
endure them, So that, theſe things well 
weighed, he was no ſmall benefit to the 
; Hoſpital ; eſpecially being one that had 
| no office, or charge to mceddle with any 
thing therein; for, he was never one of | 
| thoſe Brothers, called of the Convale- Þ 7 


_ 


han. 


| ſeents : and (as was ſaid) Bernardin « 1- F 
warez, had commanded expreſly that he d 
| ſhould not be cwployed about any / 
i thing. t 
{ I have obſerved ( not without ſome if 
profit to my Soul) that tne Devil our © 
adverſary having been woritcd in any at- il 
| tempt, or skirmiſh, and (as they ſay) ' $ 
C 


layed his hands on his head, yet uſually © 


j returns ſo freſh to the combate, ſo crects n 
._ his creſt, ſo prepares and cxcites himſelf, if 


and with ſuch courage renews the en- | 
counter, as if he had before been the 
Y | Viktor. 


Y 
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Victor. Hereupon he reaſſaults the ſame 
man, as if he engaged only with our 
weakneſs, and there were not with, and 
within, us the favour of Almighty God, 
and aid of the ji-o7g 0720 armed, C brijt, {o 
oft as with lth, "and Hope we ask it of 
him. Gregory, as an old Souldicr of our 
Captain Feſits, knowing well this ſurc 
protection, when I related to him any 
conflicts internal , or external, anſ{wer- 
ed with the /Yoly Ghoſt, ; | 
Who 1 mot tempted , what [y Eccl 34-9 
d ue Ou tenta- 
er et FRM SMMCMCT OOo9O. 
ſhould ſay, 1/c kzows 720- gas Seve G4 
gualta few ? 
thing. 

About this time that admirable Perſo! 
Fr, Peter de Pravia of the Or acr of Prec- 
dicaints, the mirrour and pattern of wiſ- 
dome, humility, and religion, being firſt 
_— in :w11 it y, and Vicar General of 

Archbiſhuprick of Afexico, having rc- 
fa ed 4 Biſve 5 irk (whoſe Soul, IT hope in 
our Lerd, 1S, W ith his Fathe St, Dominic 
in Heas an, irradiated witn very great 
clory ) went excecaing privately to 
Guaſicea , to enquire into the liſe, and 
manners of Gregory Lopez - and it is 
likely that ſuch a one.ſo free from paſſion, 
nad ſufficient grounds amoving him to go 
{ſo in perſon to him, In concluſion he 
| made 
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made a diligent and particular ſcrutiny - 
concerning his manner of proceeding, | .. 
and lite, and found fo good a report and Þ ,, 
teſtimony, that from thence forward he | | ve 
bare him a greater reſpect and love. And © h 
this I obſerved; though the ſaid Father þ / 
acquainted me with o'her tkings of very ! 
great importance and iecrecy, he never | þj, 
imparted to me his intention in going thi- | A 
ther. va 
I have alſo been informed, that the . ha 
m_ op of Grada/axara with all carc and | th, 
diligence made enquiry 1nto Gregory's | pe 
manpyers, during thoſe ſeven cars, which| S13 
we have ſid he lived in that Dioceſs, ”. 
And his Lurdſhip underitood clearly, yj; 
that, thovgh Satan nſed all his power to 
obſcure th liſe and fame of this great; — 
Servant of G34, yet he always came” 
forth like Gold ot of the Crufibl-, pu-! 
rer, and more reſplendent 
Gregory did another work of no ſmall by 
benefit in that Hoſpital, which was the 
making a Book of Phyſich., extracted, 
from divers exprriments. and the great} 1” 
judgment he had in the Properties and. 
natural vertueof Herbs. This Book the ( 
Brothers found uſeful, and advantageous 
:0 them for ther curing the Sick; and; fen 
when they went aDont all the country z tho 
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* ackalms. And the benefit and good ſuc- 
= ceſs of thoſe remedics and medicines, 
= which by that Book they applied to ſe- 
» veral Diſeaſes, was very ſtrange; as if 


d * the Author had many years ſtudied Phy: 
TE fick, 

'}: He many times likewiſe employed 
Ct | himſelf in making, and mending his poor 
l- | Apparel ; for, in this he had a particular 
| talent; and hecut-out, and made-up aff 
1c his clothes, even to his litle grey cloke 
1d | that covered him, except a hat, which he 
'S never uſed, unleſs he went ina very hot 
ch Sun, He made him no new Shoes, but 
Ss. mended them ſo well, that a pair laſted 
Y, him above three Years. 

to 

wy Ct, 

oy C HAP. IX, 

all- By reaſon of a great Sickneſs Gregory 
he Lopez returns to Mexico : and 
ed, from thence goes to Saneta-Fe, 

at t'- 

nd. S Ur Lord was pleaſed to remove this 
he! Light, that for a while it might 
us ſhine in ſome other parts. So he 
nd} ſent this his Servant a purple Fever ; 


| though at firſt it was not known for ſuch: 


He 


omega roy 
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He with his great courage, mortification, | 


and patience, kept on foot as well as he. | 
could for three Days, till the violence of |} 


his diſeaſe made him content to be trea- 
ted like a Sick man. He was let blood |} 
above fourteen times, which, in one fo 
weak, was enough to have put an end to 
his life, But our Lerd kepthim for an 
in!krument of his greater glory, and the 
profit of many. So that, although he was 
brought cxtreme low, the Divine Bounty 
reitored him , but his fickneſs left be- 
ind it ſome very troubleſome remain- 
ders , among which a great inflammation 
of the Liver, and alittle lingering Calen- 
tury, tat was notquuite rooted out, 

Tis forced him to remove to a colder | 
Cumate.nan:clytoa Town three Leagues 
from Ad-v:co, called S, Augujiinie, "Hef 
| 
z 


(deate, Med. he CER CIR 


51-4 in the houſe of Fohn de Eſcobar, | 
why had requeſted him at Graftcea to | 
come thither. From whence he writ to. 
me, giving me notice of his arrival ; this | 
[Lctter I received having my foot in the! 
{tirrup to £0 to ſee him in Craſteca. If 
went to S. Arga/iiy's, wherel found him | 
very weak, and [traitened for attendance 
and looking to. So, not thinking it fit 
vpon good grounds to leave him in that} 
place, I brought him with me to 17ex:co, | 
and | 
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and kept him in my Houſe ſome Months 
whilit he was recovering ; who alſo help- 
ed many devout and fpiritual perſons, 
that came to viſit him, and conivir with 
him about their affairs, 4nd he did fo 
much good in this place, that it night Le 
evidently diſcerned, that otir Lorc d for ;r 
this purpoſe brovght tim to this Ciiy 

though all the timc he lives here he went 
not out of my houſe, ſave to the Cellcdye 
of the Socrety of Jefi:: to hear Maſs; not 
even to the /:crroy's Wile, the archio- 
ncfſs of Villa Manrique, who much defired 
to.ſce him, and intreated me three feve- 
ral times to bring him to the Palace ; he 
ex:uſcd himſelf to me, ſayings , that 
neither he needed the Lay Alachoncds, 
nor ſhe him. Thisprocceded from no | mall 
courage and difintereſt, eſpecially in a 
time when the 472rqueſs was honoured 
much , and the 7 {archi zoneſs Touch ob- 
ſerved, and reſpected by all. Indeed 
fome Years after Gregory, hearing that 
the Marqueſs was much troubled at a 
meſſage that came to him out of Spazy, 
faid tome: Now I world vifit the Mar- 
chioneſs, if ſhe ſerr for me, And yet the 
Marqueſs and his Lady were then in 
Tefcuro,and Gregery at Sancta-Fe + where- 


by may be ſeen, how much a {trarger te 
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was to the ceremonies ordinarily uſed a-F 
mong men ;z inasmuch as he denied the ; 
Vittina time of proſperity which with þ 

eaſe he might have performed; and inÞ 
time of adverſity offered it himſelf, F 
though it would have colt him a journy 
of above fourteen Leagues going andF 


coming. 


He was not perfectly recovered inf 
AZexico, nor quit of his lingering Calen-þ 
ture; his weakneſs was great, and his 
appetite to his meat ſmall, On the of 
ther {ide he ſighed after his beloved Sof 
litude : though he had molt ſtrictly ob} 


ſerved it at my houſe in Aexico. Yet 


notwithtanding the commodiouſneſs of! 


the Country more pleaſed him. Where! 


upon I went about very carefully to ſeek 

out ſome place nigh the City , where he! 

might enjoy his Solitude, and I often viſit] 
him, and ſome way relieve his — 

and poverty. 

Whilt I was thinking thus, our Lord, 
fo ordered, that one day we two went! 
forth to ſce a litle Village called Sautta-! 
Fe two Leagues off Mexico; the govern- 
ment whereof belonged to the Dear and 
Chapter of the Church of Mechoacan, It: 
ſeemed to us very fit for our purpoſe, 2 
reaſon of i its good temper, and healthful 
aire, 
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a-Þ aire, thegreen trees, and irctÞh ſprings, 
the things that uſe to mare ſolitude more 
ith þ grateful : Though Cr«g0-y little minded 

in& theſe delights, his converſation being al- 
elf, together interior, as we ſhall ſhew in a- 
ny nother place. I communicated this buſt- 
ind} neſs with DoRtor Hernando 75% we Ht 

 7208ſafirt Reader of Divinity, ana C'ar07 
inf of the Cathedral of /7ex:ico, Biſhop E- | 
en-þ let of Guatemala, who was at that time . 
hiif Kedctor of Santta-Fe; Who, as becime 
of ſopiousaman, and one forward to ad- 
vance and promote all good. very ſreely 
1b-f gave Gregory Lopez leave to dwell in a 
7ett houſe ſomwhatr diitant from the Town, 
off ſeated upon the river that runs to Aex- 
re.” ice, Hecommanded alſo, that the 1zd:. # 
ek| ans ſhould provide him diet at the charge '| 
of the Hoſpital erected there, which like- | 
iſt) wiſe belongs to the Church of 24echo- 
efst 36477, 
; Gregory Lopez having obtain this Li- 

"rd; cence from Do#or Ortiz went to that Re- 
nt; treat the 22th, of 1fzy,1589. on Monday | 
\ in Whitſun-Week: where he continued his | 
rn- Exerciſes of Prayer, and Contemplation | 
nd to his Death : as ſhall be ſhewn here- 

It; aſter, 
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of the Life Greg 
SanGa-Ies and hi daily Exer- 
Ciſes, 

FT His Mantion was new to Gre20ry, 


Spiritual Exerciſes, which were 
not new, but the ſame wherein God had 
placed him at the firit, though itill with 
greater advancement. 

He lived alone in that little Cottage a- 


other devout perſons : who , when he 


| ing Quarter, were much cdified to ſec 
| him : on which occafion ſome time or 0# 
| ther they reſorted to him. 


his great ſtock of vertue and ſpirit every 
l day diſcovered it ſelf more to me, whick 
Ll made me very dcſirous to live in his 
company. I beſfought our Lord by my 
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Own þ 


ory Lopez led in 


but very commodious for his | 


dt Md 


Gout ſeven Months without converſing | 
with any, tough as oft as I could[ vi- | 
ſited him; and ſomtimes, as l think, ſome 


1". 


went on Holy-days to hear Maſs at the *' 
Pariſh-Church with thoſe of the adjoin- ' 


By theſe frequent Viſits I made to him | 
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own and certain Religious Perſons pray- . 
| ers, that his Majeſty would let me under- 
- ſtand his moſt holy-will ; ſince, in the 
* judgtment of many, the employment that 
' Thad in Mexico was ſome way profita- 
; ble, and to Gods ſervice. For, I had a- 
bove twenty Years been Curate of the 
Great Church, and took the charge of 
the baſhful Poor, whom I ſupplied with 
neceſfaries the ſpace of ten. Years and 
more, out of the Alms I continually asked 
to this purpoſe. - For which cauſe my 
Superiors much doubted. whether it were 
fit to permit me to retire to a Solitary 
life. Butat the laſt our Lord was pleaſed 
ſo to direct, that I determined this courſe 
was expedient, and my Superiors con- 
ſented to it, and gave me leave, which 
till then they denied me. | 
_ So I came from my reſidence to this 
Town of Santta-Fe at Chriſtmaſs that ve- 
' ry Yeat 1589. where I enjoyed the com- 
pany of Gregory Lopez till his death ; ac- 
curately obſerving all his .aRtions , and 
words, eying him very narrowly night 
and day, to ſee if by familiarity and cam- 
mon converſe I could diſcover any thing 
contrary to the good opinion I had of his 
- eminent Vertue, But was ſo farfrom 
. that, that I became much more — 
E E 
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ed in the conceit I had entertained there. 
of ; which ſo increaſed in me, that every 


day his ſpirit ſeemed to me more admi- * 


rable, his vertues more heroical, and his 
converſation more celeſtial. 

During this time, I underſtood and 
learnt from himſelf many of thoſe things 
mentioned in this Relation ; though he 
never ict himſelf purpoſely to ſpeak of his 
own manners, except on divers occaſions, 
when haply it appeared neceſſary for my |: 
profit, or that of others. And, this hap- | 
pening ſeldome, and unexpectedly, and 
I never heeding the recording it , nor! 
thinking to out-live him ſo, as to be able |- 
to write of him, hence that which is here !: 
related,in compariſon of what is omitted, |. 
is very little.: and alſo thoſe admirable j; 
things which I obſerved in him can hard- þ: 
ly be well ranged in an hiſtorical dif- % 
courſe. Only I notify here that his life * 
was ſo uniform, that what he did one day {+ 
he did another : and by this rule and line |: 
he paſſed Months and Years : I will! 
therefore make a brief recital of his * 
ſpending the Day, and Night, that therc- |; 

by ſome of the great Vertue he had may © 
be collected and appear. - 
At break of Day he opened his Cham- ? 


ber, Window to begin to diſpoſe and or: - 
der © 
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der the works of the day; and, waſhing 
his hands and face, at the beginning of 
day-light he read in the Bzble a litle a- 
bove a quarter of an hour, and preſently 
ſhut the Book, The end of this his reg- 
ding was only becauſe it was the Sacred 
Writ, and God gave it him to read; and 
alſo that what he well underſtood not at 
one time he might at another ; Eſpecially 
for that he always bare ſuch a reſpect 
and reverence to the Divine Writ, that 
upon the reading thereof he grounded 
that he was to doin the day ; and this he 
did ſo duly, and conſtantly, that a few 
days before he died he ſaid to me: Theſe 
ten days Thave not read in the Bible; I de 
not yemember, that 1 have omitted it ſo 
long at any time, ſince I betook me to a Se- 
litary life, 

After his reading the Scr:pturefollow- 
ed an Exerciſe ſo internal, and ſecret,that 
from no exterior figgs could the quality 
of it be diſcovered, whether -it were 
Prayer,or Meditation,or Contemplation; 
whether it were about things ſorrowful, 
or joyful; whether he were active, or 
paſhve ; whether he ſpake with God, or 
God were ſpeaking with him. Only it 
may be concluded by his great modeſty, 
and the compoſedneſs of his thoughts, by 

E, 2 the 
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the ſerenity and gravity 'of his counte- 
nance, that he was continually in the pre- 
ſence of God, without ever loſing him 
out of his ſight. And, though he never 
diſcourſed hereof with others, he told 
me thoſe things concerning it which [ 
have written already, and ſhall write 
hereafter : and likewiſe,” on an occaſion 
which t will relate, he diſcovered ſom- 
thing thereof to Dor Fr. Domingo de Sa- 


lazar, then Biſhop of the Philippines, who | 
returning thence to Aexico for Spain 


came on purpoſe to Santta-Fe to vilit 


Gregory Lopez, with whom he had for- 


| 


merly had very great familiarity, as was ' 


ſaidin the fourth Chapter. When, a- 
mong other queſtions that this Prelate 
asked him, one was, that he would tell 
him what exerciſe in his ſpirit he uſed, 
and what God then employed him in ? 
To which he plainly anſwered, That his 
exerciſe was to love God, and his Neigh- 
bour. Whereto the Bz:(hop replied : Jz- 
deed you told me theſe very words in Amaiac 
now five and twenty Years ſince: How is 
this * Have you been always prattiſing one 
thing ? Gregory anſwered : 1 have ever 


done this; though there 1s difference be- _ 


tween the work done then, and now. \W heye- 
by it is manifelt,that the Preſence of God 


praCtiſcd 


1# 
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praQtiſed by Gregory Lopez was in no 
dry and ſterile way, but accompanied 
with anintenſe Love of God, and jointly 
of his Neighbour ; which is the end of 
all the Divine Precepts, and the top of 
Perfection attainable in his life. In this 
he ſpent all the forenoon and afternoon, 
and moſt of the Night. Theſe were his 
Prayers, theſe his meditations, and this 
the daily bread whereon that devout ſoul 
lived. And, though it be true, that he 
employed himſelf herein all the day, yet 


' T obſerved, that on Mornings chiefly he 


was more abſorpt in this Exerciſe, and 
tranſported, as it were. 

He kept not, herein, any conſtant 
place,nor any ſet poſture of Body that he 
ordinarily uſed, He was moſtwhat in 
his Chamber either ftanding, fitting, or 
walking ; unleſs when ſomtimes he went 
a while forth into a Corredor or Gallery 
near his Chamber to enjoy the Sun. He 
could not kneel in his latter time by rea- 
ſon of his great weakneſs of Body, 

At Eleven we two dined together with 
ſome other Gueſt, if any were ; for, Gre- 
gory was ſtrange to none, eſpecially if the 
perſon were Religious, or pious. At 
Dinner we diſcourſed ſomwhat of God, 
or of ſome natural things, out of which 

E 3 he 
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he ever extracted Spirit; taking trom 
them a ground for very ſublime do- 
Erines. After Dinner we continued a 
while the ſame diſcourſes; and, when 


there was any Religious man to make a | 


third, it was itrange to hear how appo- 


ſitely Gregory would ſpeak ; though he | 
almoſt never began the diſcourſe, nor ' 


ſaid any thing, unleſs asked, or when the 
preſent occaſ1on required it. 

, Other times I read to him at the table 
the lives of the Saints in Yiliegas his Flos 
SanFornm, or the Chronicle of S. Francis, 


Pratum Spirituale, and other ſuch like 


h 
fg C 
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books : and this cultome laſted above : 


two Years, This cnded, which was a 


kind of recreation, he retired to his _ 


Cl:amber, continuing his union which 


_- 


neither with eating, converfing and dif- ' 


courſing, nor with any other divertiſe- 
raent, or cxreriour employment was in- 


terrupted. He never ſlept adays; and : 


God. 

If in the aſternoone ( for it ſeldome 
on mornings) any viſit were made him 
by one that defired to conferr with him 


. ſo had more time for his converſing with * 


in private abo!t his affairs, he denied ' 


none acceſs, without exception of either 
times, or perſons, He counſelled all, 
com- 


! Ch.ro. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 55 


comforted all,offered all his help with our 
Lord; ſo that in theſe laſt years he wag 
more frequented, not by the vulgar only, 
but eſpecally by Religious and Ecclefi. 
aſtical perſons, men of great learning and 
authority. There reſorted to him alſo 
divers Gentlemen, and principall La- 
dies; ſomtimes in perſon, otherwhiles 
by letter, acquainting him with their af- 
fairs, and requeiting his counſel, and 
prayers, for good ſucceſs therein, Burt, 
among others, Don Lewis de Yelaſco, 
Marqueſs of Salinas, Preſident of the 
Council, who had becn twice Y:ceroy of 
New Spain, and once of Peru, out of a 
fingular affetion and reſpet which he 
bare to Gregory, came ſomtimes to viſit 
him, and ſtaid ſhut up with him two or 
three hours together. He found him of 
ability to conſult with about his affairs ; 
as well thoſe private concerning his Soul, 
as the general and publick, belonging to 
the governing the Commonweale , and 
Kingdome. 

In ſuch employments did Gregory 
ſpend the afternoon, and before Sun-ſet 
he retired to his Chamber, and came no 
more out till Morning. He never uſed 
candle-light , from the time. he betook 
kim to a Solitary life : ſo that ſome were 
E 4. wont 
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$& The Lifeof Gregory Lopez. Ch. 10, 
wont to ask me out of curiolity ; Whar 
3sit he doth all night without light ? not 
conſidering, that his exerciſe, being in- 
terior, depended not on this »aterial 
light, but on the ſpiritual, which he ne- 
ver wanted; night, or day. He eat no 
Supper, (as is faid before) : and ſo was 


alone in the dark till X:ne and a half, or 


Ten, when he lay down on a litle Quilt, 
covered with a mean rugs : and this was 
the ſofteſt Bed he had. For, at firſt his 
Bed was the barc Ground, afterward 
ſome Sheepskins, and a few years before 
his Death he, at my inſtance, accepted a 
litle thin Quilt, and the rugg I mention- 
ed. On this manner he ſlept (to my 
thinking) not above two or three hours 
of the whole Night : For the reſt he ſpent 
awake in his Contemplation till day- 
break, when (as was ſaid) he opened his 
Window. He uſed the ſame emploi- 
ments, and exerciſes the day following, 
as on the foregoing ; and thus ſpent all 
thoſe years he lived in Serta-Fe, till our 
Lord waspleafed to take him to his cter- 
nal Reſt, Bs | 


CHAP. 


EEE Oper an > 


| 


| 
( 


——< A - 8 EE ms &) HT 


_ 


CC” "AMAA CY pg = Jy 


$ 
F 
: 
v 
£ 
T 


Ch. 11. The Lifeof Gregory Lopez, 57 


CHAP. XI. 


of the Death of Gregory Lopez, and 
ſore remarkable paſſages that hap- 
pened in bis laſt Sickneſs, 


F* the Month of May, 1596. by rea- 
ſon of an ill aire which ſeized him 
Gregory felt himſelf indiſpoſed, and 
preſently quite loſt his ſtomack, ſo that 
he could ſwallow nothing but liquids, 
and thoſe too with great difficulty, A 
few days aftcr a flux took him, (a difſ- 
eaſe vety troubleſome , and, in one ſo 
weak, very dangerous). He would nor 
let a Phyſician be ſent for, nor cared for 
uling many remedies, partly by reaſon of 
the great experience he had in curing this 
malady, and partly becauſe he knew the 
ſtrong medicines, uſually applied by the 
Phyficians, would ſooner ſperd that litle 
vigour and ſtrength he found in himſclf. 
And, ſeeing how careful I was about his 
diſeaſe, and how much I defired, and en- 
deavourcd, that ſome remedies ſhould 
be applied to him, he ſaid to mez Now, 
| > on 
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Father Loſa , let us walk after Gods pace , 
As who would ſay, that conformity and 
refignation was for ſuch times and not 
for talking of it, when nothing troubles us, 
but all goes well with us : it was likewiſe 
a uſual ſaying with him ; that Reſeognation 
zs all Deeds, and hath no Words. 

In this manner he paſſed ſome days 
with the like patience:, and fortitude, 
wherewith he uſed to bear all ſiczneſs ; 
till on S. Foha Bapiiffs day the 24th. of 
Fane] thought fit to give him theB.Sacra- 


ment; and asking him, whether he lilked 
to receive It, heanſwered, Yes; and that 
he rejoiced much that it fell on the day of 
S. Fohn Baptiſt, whom he took for his e- " 
ſpecial Advocate and Patron. ' 
| gave him the Bleſſed Sacrament z and j 
fearing his End was very near TI had the | 
Holy Oile ready , whenever it needed. | 
For, beſides his great weakneſs, and little 
ſtomack, he was troubled with a Hickup 
very painful, and his pulſe beat with in- F 
termiſion. Yet, for all this,ſo great was 


os. 


. 4 


his courage, that the fame day he recei- | 
ved his YViaticum, and all the days follow- F 
ing he riſe, and made his Bed himſelf, and 
arcſſed himſelf. He always, to his death, * 
riſe to the ſtool; and , though conveni- 
ence were offered him for ſavins ſuch a 
COR- 
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Ch.11. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 59 
continual trouble, he would mortify him- 
ſelf in nor uſing it. 

He grew every day weaker, and una- 
ble to cat preſerved himſelf meerly with 
ſtrong waters, which perſons of quality 
ſent him from 2ex:co, vying with one a- 
notheras it were, Which, when hecon- 
ſidered, admiring the ways of God, with 
great reſentment he ſaid ; Wonderful art 
thou, O Lord; finec a man, who in all the 
world poſſeſſeth ot &,yin 67 his own, ſhould, 
to ſuſtain life, ned 162 waters of Princes, 
and Kings, and ſneuld fi7d p:rſous to rive 
them him, without aik:ns | 

The Feſtival care of the Glevio''s A- 
poſtles S. Percy, and S, Pal, who onk- 
ing my Sick man would no: 9ur-live rnat 
day, I minded him th-t it would be ſea- 
ſonable to give him Extreme Vrniton, 
He was glad tnat this Snorament was to 
be adminiitred to him on «he uy of taefe 
glorious Prices of the Ch. ich, when: he 
ſo dearly loved, ind ever dofired greatly 
to ſerve. The time heinr come wherem 
I was to give him abſolvtion in vertuc of 
the Bull of the Holy Cr:-22da which he 
had, I bade him-te ſeek ont fome fin, 
though of former y<ar;, that I might ab- 
ſolve him, and apply to him the Jndul- 
Lences of the See Apeſtolick, Whereto 
60 
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he anſwered, that, Through the mercy of 
God, he found nothing that troubled his 
Conjcience, Which 1s to be underſtood 
in the matter of Mortal Sin : Whence 
may be inferred, that he never commit- 
ted ſuch, all his life : for, he was not igno- 
rant that none ever lived without Venial 
Sins, except the Yirgin Mary onr B, La- 
dy. It may be alfo, he then meant that 
he did not remember any Venial Sin ; 
not for that he never committed any; but 
becauſe having committed none witting- 
ly, and being asked on the ſudden, it was 


very poſſible that at that time he remem- # 
bred none. Hereupon I gave him the | 
Sacrament of Extreme Unition. Aﬀter- * 
ward, importuning him to permit ſome ' 
ſhects to be brought, him, a little to mi- | 


tigate his great pains,he anſwered; Vow, 
as one beſmeared with oile I may admit 
them. And, thinking his death very near, 


I asked him; Will you dye now ? Then, | 


ſpeaking to himſelf, he ſaid ; Now, Na- 
ture, wilt thoudye ? By this ſhewing the 
compaſſhon and pity which the Spirit 
had to the Body, or the Superior part of 
his oul to the Inferior, and Senſitive, 
For, this diviſion, and anatomy of the In- 
ward, and Outward Man, and of the 
parts of both, Gregory very well under- 

ſtood, 
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ſtood, and very ſubrilly diſcourſed there- 
of. 

The bodily pains he ſuffered were ſo 
violent, that, I once asking him, how he 
did, and where his pain lay; He ſaid, 
that, from the ſole of his foot tothe crown 
of his head,. every part of him was ex- 
tremely pained. And, beſides, our Lord 
on the other {ide afflited him ſore in the 
moſt interior and ſenſible part of his 
ſoul ; that ſo both within, and withour, 
he might have more ample occaſion of 
meriting, Concerning which / w:ll here 
relate one paſſage, as being very notori- 
ous in AZecxico, though I know nor whe- 
ther all recount it with irs due circumſtan- 
ces, and therefore it is fit to declare the 
truth, I will ſuppreſs the Perſons names, 
becauſe ſuch, as know them, will eafily 
gueſs them 3 and ſuch, as do not, need 
nor. 

Among thoſe Perſons of quality that 
came from Aexico to viſit Gregory Lo- 
pez in this his laſt Sickn:-ſs there was 
likewiſe a very eminent Lay, Wileto a 
Nobleman, who ſerved his Majeſty in ve- 
ry honourable place. She gave not fo 
good example, as was wiſhed, in the Ci- 
ty, both in point of bravery, and 1mmo- 
derate expciice, as alio in playing at 
Cards, 
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Cards, wherein ſhe loit much time, and 
mony;z drawing after her ſome other 


Noble Women , who, under her wing, | 
adventured to looſe the reins to this | 
vice, without their Husband's being able ! 
Now, this Lady came | 
to Santta-Fe, the third of Fuly, ſeventeen | 


to hinder them. 


days before Gregory died, to viſit, and 
cheriſh him, For, though, in the things 
mentioned, ſhe was ſomwhat faulty, yet, 
in works of mercy and pity to the poot 
and afflicted, ſhe was ever very much 
famed. 


As ſoon*as I heard of her coming, I | 


I: 4 


a a 


ſent her word by means of a certain ' 
Friend of ours, that came with her, that : 
ſhe was not to enter within this houſe, | 
who had benefited ſo little by the pray- | 


ers, and labours uſed therein ; fiace, ha- 
ving been here before, ſhe had not left 
S1ming, nor removed the ſcandal which 


> 


1 


[ 


ſhe gavethereby, being a kind of martyr- | 


dome to a perſon of that eminency that 
her Husband was of, and therefore ſhe 
might return to Mexico; for there was 
no means of ſecing the Sick Man ; nor 
did he delire to receive her Alms. She 
made divers replies, and, in this diſpute, 
three or four hours were ſpent in meiſ1- 
es ſent to and fro, without my confen- 
e105 
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Ch.1r. The Life of Gregory Lopez, 6; 
ting that they ſhould come to viſit him, 
So,whillt ſhe expected my laſt reſolution 
and anſwer, this our Friend, I ſpoke of, 
and others aſſured me, ſhe came with a 
creat deſire'to amend, and quit idleneſs 
& gaming,& that thereforeit would con- 
duce much to the furthering her entire 
converſion to comfort her, and comply 
with her ſo vehement deſire. Where- 
with I was pacified, and meant , ſhe 
ſhould ſee him. 

As ſhe entred at the door one of her 
Sons told her, Father Loſa was reſolved, 
you ſhould not come within this door. 
Whereto ſhe anſwered, He hath reaſon, 
but I will amend, Then, beholding Gre- 
gory, ſhe much pitied his miſery, and be- 
gan preſently with her. own hands to 
ſerve him kneeling by his Bed-ſide, and 
to dreſs his Meat, whercin ſhe had a ſpe- 
cial faculty ; though a better,in earneſily 
recommending her ſelf to the Prayers of 
Gregory, and uſing in time that good ſea- 
ſon which was almoſt gone. That time 
ſhe ſtayed here ſhe was forenoon and af- 
ternoon a great while with the Sick Man, 
beſeeching him on her knees, and with Ia- 
menting tears, to recommend to our 
Lord and take charge of her ſoul. 

Hercupon ſhe began to feel a great al- 
teration 
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and of amending her life, and there im- 
mediately burnt a pack of Cards, that 
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teration in her Mind ; for, now ſhe de- ; 
lighted in treating of Divine matters, _ 


ſhe brought in her ſleeve to paſs the time | 
with, and came to me to Confeſſion; | 
from which time I diſcerned an advancing 


- in her ſoule, In fine, a few days before 


ſhe was to return to Mexico having, as 
ſhe uſed, requeſted the Sick Man one 


morning to affiſt her with our Lord, ſhe 


turned to me very chearful, and ſaid : 
Father Loſa, bear me witneſs, that Father 
Gregory Lopez hath promiſed me, when 1 
dy, to come, and condntt my ſoul to Heaven, 
becauſe I know not theway. And turning 
to Gregoryſhe asked him : Do yot promiſe 
ene this * Whereto he atiſwered 5, Tes, / 
promiſe it you, Aﬀter this conference en- 
ſued two things very remarkable : One, 
that the pains, and croſs which our Lord 
inflited on Gregory, increaſed exceeding- 
ly ; The other, that this Lady was in- 
ſtantly ſtruck with the ſame diſcaſe, 
whereof he died: which notwithſtanding, 
ſhe ſtayed two days in this Town ſer- 
ving, and, as far as her indiſpoſition per- 


* 


mitted her, cheriſhing the Sick Perſon, - 


and ſhedding on her knees before him 
bitter tears of repentance. With this 
aſſu- 


| 
{ 
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aſſurance (her malady increaſing ) ſhe re- 
turned to Mexico, and at her departure 
Gregory ſaid to her: Fare you welt; for, 
by reaſon of the weakneſs of our bodies, we 
ſhall here no more ſee one another, 

As ſoon as ſhe came to her houſe ſhe 
writ me certain pious exprcſſons, where- 
by ſhe diſcovered her Soul was power- 
fully touched by the Almighty hand ot 
God ; and, anwng otner things, ſhe told 
ine, that the Phyſicians of her Body ap- 
plicd many and good remedies to her, for 
cure of her diſcaſe, yet. that which ſhe 
principally deſired and requeited was, 
that the Phkylicians of her Soul would 
carneitly recommend her to God. - Hcr 
141ady increaſed daily, together with a 
confuſion and grief for her ſins, and the 
hgncs of a true repentance. 

After the ſame niannerl allo perceived 
the pains, and torment of Gregory to in- 
creaſe; and fo, as the Lady was very 
near her end, there came hither Martin 
Lopez of Gaona a publick Notary to i- 


« fir, as he uſed at other times, our Sick 


Man, bringing a meſſage from the Lady, 
who intreated him not to forget her. And 
the ſame requeſt he made for himſelf, 
and his whole Family : whereto Gregory 
anſwered, as one that had a great load 
on 
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on him, / do ſo; I feel her very heauy® 
pon me. A thing to me very itrange; 
_\ 18 for, 1 never obſcrved any matter trouble: 
| WET him, or make him expreſs his grief, ex- 
O88 cept this occaſion, To conclude , the! 
|; Lady died, leaving great fignes of het, 
Salvation, and giving at the hour of her!” 
death ſo many, and evident tokens of true: 
repentance and ſorrow for the evil exam: 
| ple, whereby ſhe had ſeduced others alſo, 
that this ſudden change was of no lcſs e/ 
dification, than her former extravagancy/ 
and vanity had been of ſcandal. k 
When, within a few hours, the new: 
of her dcath arrived, I told it to Gregor); 
who with ſome ſigns of joy ſaid only theſe 
words, God zs powerful, Pſal. 88. g. | 
asked a Brother of the Convaleſcerts call. 
ed 71anuel Sarmiento, 'who never left the 
Sick Man, whether he had obſerved any 
thing extraordinary in him at the time 
and hour when that Lady's death was 
told us; and he anſwered me, he had; 
for he at that very time ſaw him tran{-* 
ported, and in an Extaſy. Whereby [** 
conceived that our Lord was pleaſed to 
accompliſh Gregory's promiſe, and that 
ne had been preſent in ſpirit at the death 
of his dear charge, accompanying her to 
Purgatory, that, when he departed this | 
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preſent life, he might take her with him 
to Heaven. Of this | have no certainty, 
but, according to this relation, it may 
be piouſly believed. | 
All this Story I have told, to manifeſt 
ſomwhat of the great zeal Gregory had 
for ſaving Souls ; and the better to ſhew, 
that the Love of his Neighbour, wherein 
together with that of God he was conti. 
nually exerciſed, was not a meer Specu- 
lation or Caſtle built in the aire, but 
that he took much to-heart the ſpiritual 
loſs of Souls, and with all his power en- 


' deavoured their recovery, though at his 


own coſt , and by undertaking himſelf 
the puniſhment due to others offences : 
as, indeed he ſeems to have ſuffered, in 
this occaſion , thoſe, which the other 
owed. For, beſides the acute bodily 
pains which he felt from foot to head, 
the inward croſs he ſuſtained, after his 
taking that Soul into his charge, was very 
heavy ; ſo that he wondered at himſelf : 
avd he, that never was known to com- 
plain of any thing, at this time was wont 
to ſay with great feeling : Jeſus, God 
help me, what a great Purgatory 1s this * 
And, once, as I was about to go away 
upon ſome buſineſs, he ſtayed me, ſay- 
ing: Bear me company, - great anp"y 
2 a 


08 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 1, 
had that ſpeech of Jeſus Chritt rs 23s Apo - 
files, that they ſhould tarry with hum : 
Shewing thereby, that he found his Soul 
cxcceding deſtitute of the favours and 
comfort, wherewith at other times our 
Lord, in ſuch exigences, was wont to 
relieve and ſolace him, Yet the great- 
neſs of his Valour and Magnanimity, 
wherewith he endured this, the integrity 
of his Faith, and the Confidence he put 
in God, was that I moft admired in him, 
And, whereas his Exerciſe, after his go- 
ing out to live ſolitary, was to quicken 
this Faith, and ſtill cloſer to knit the uni- 
on of his Soul with God, his Heroick 
Vertue in this kind now upon ſeveral oc- 
caſions evidently manifeſted it ſelf, 

I was wont in this his laſt Sickneſs often 
to ask him, how he went on in his exer- 
ciſe of the continual Act of the Love of 
God, and he always, even to his Death, 
anſwered me, Yery wet. And, to make 
this more evident, I will here ſet down 
Quettions in particular, which I put to 
him, when I ſaw him moſt afflicted, with 
the Anſwers he gave me. 

7 once asked him; Do not ſo great 
pains withdraw you ſomwhat trom 
God?:He anſwered : Wor a jor. Ano: 
ther time, ſecins him much afflicted, / 

askc 
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asked him ; Now, is your Mind on God? 
He replied : Where elſe ſhould it be ? Be- 
ing nigher his end, inthe pangs of Death, 
] asked him; Now do you well retain 
God? Net il: replied he. On another 
occaſion, having been very muci recol- 
lected he turned to me, ſaying : Perſc- 
verance with peace is of great value. And, 
when [comforted him, ſaying, our Lord 
led him by the Croſs, as he did his be- 
loved Son; I am glad (ſaid he) 7 a 
glad, that his will is fulfilled in me, Laſtly, 
when 7 thought it time togive him the 
Holy Candle for an happy departure, / 
uſcd theſe words to him; Now is the 
time to go ſee the Secret ; Will you have 
the Candle ? ( alluding to the Rory of 
King Don Alonſo the Eleventh, furnamed 
The Wiſe, who, in the like paſſage aid, 
Grue me this Canale, let 4 g0 ſte this Se- 
cret,) To which Gregory anſwered with a 
wonderful confidence ; There is no Se- 
cret, all is clear, and it 1s Noon-day with 
Ac, 

With this valour, and invincible con- 
rage, full of Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
taking a litle after the Candle, he ſur- 
rendred his Soul to his Creator, to con- 
tinue for all the Eternity of God himſelf, 
abſorpt, and drowned in the immenſe 

= Occan 


IGG os. 4 Tee tri FS 2d ee Ir Ae, anne aa 


wee P. KIA GY enter LL I 2h ee EARS Ee IPSEI SAA  — —_— Aa. Ao A 


PRE ee a ad CDEENY _ < of IS 
< - - _ > 5 A0—_— - p 
- - = I _ = gn regs 
- A IL. IEEE Lene Sym —— 
— 


70 The Life of Gregory ].opez. Ch.11. 


Ocean of the Divine Charity, that deli- ' 
cious affection of Love, wherein ( as 
much as is poſſible for humane frailty, in 
this Exile) he had always endeavoured 
to exerciſe himſelf, and advance further. : 
He died on Saturday at Noon, the Twen- 
tieth-of 7«ly in the Year 1596. on which 
day the Holy Order of the Carmelites 
keep the Feſtival of Saint Elias, firſt Fa- 
ther and Founder of their Solitary Life, 
which Gregory Lopez had ſo perfectly ob- 

ſerved. | 
' He lived Fifry-four years, whereof 
Thirty-three were ſpent in Solitude. His 
Body remained, as if he had been alive; 
and, to our thinking who ſtood by, re- 
ſplendent. We immediatly perceived a 
very pleaſing ſent, that procceded from 
his Body, and remained in the Room 
where he died. And { which excites 
greater admiration) the ſame ſmel] ad- 
hered jto the Garment which we put on 
him for his interment, and his clothes 
retain it to this day. It is likewiſe re- 
markable, that, there being preſent at 
his death the Canon Nicolas Martinez, 
Rector of this place, and my ſelf who 
had been Curate Twenty Years, and , 
three other devout Lay-men, none of us 
thought of ſaying a' Reſponiſory for the 
Dead; 


j Ch.11. Tye Life of Gregory Lopez, 7: 
” Dead; ſogreat was the Joy we took in 


beholding him, and which his happy paſ- 
ſage cauſed inus. 

His Body was interred in the Church 
of this Village, by the command of 
Dodtor Fohs de Cervantes Vicar General 
to the Arch- Biſhop, the now Biſhop of 
Guaxaca, who, hearing of Gregory L9. 
pez s Sickneſs, whoſe piety was very well 
known to him, ſorae days before his de- 
ceaſe came to viſit him, and to delire he 
would order his being buried, where the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Aexico or his Vicar 
General ſhould appoint. But, before 
he ſpoke to him, conferring about this 
with me, / anſwered, Gregory took no 
care for his Burial; that all was at my 
diſpoſal ; defiring that his Body ſhould 
continue in the Church at Santta-Fe. Yet 
{ was not willing to determine, till 7 had 
ſpoken with him : So, telling him what 
the Vicar General requeſted , he ſaid 
theſe words; Let the Vicar General's will 
be done ; for that is God's will. So, it bc- 
ing taken under Witneſs before a Nora- 
ry, the Vicar General commanded Him 
to be laid in this Church 3 yer hereby re- 
ſerving a right and power of tranſlating 
Him to the Cathedral of Afexice, when 
it was the Lord Archbiſhop's pleaſure. 
F 4 Pro- 
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72 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 1 7x, 
Providing hereby with great prudence 
and mature judgment, that, if, in tract 
of time, our Lord pleaſed to diſcover b 

Signes and Miracles, how much he de- 


lighted in this his Servant, the City of 


Hexico might be honoured with the 
Treaſure of his Holy £oap. 

There were preſent at his Funeral ma- 
ny eminent and devout Pcrions , who 
from Mexico and other parts reſorted 
hither only for this cauſe, bringing Tor- 
ches and all things neceſſary forthe bet- 
ter ſolemnizing that Ofkce : which was 
performed by the Lord Doz Alonſo de 1, 
Acta, and Eſcobar, Dean of the Holy 
Church of 2Zex:co, and then Biſhop E- 
let of Gradalarara; now of Tlaxcala, 
His Body was interred near the Hizh 
Altar, on the Goſpel de. Many per- 
fons, that touched him wor #0 pres 
hours after his death, found his Limbs a 
fluxible, as when alive, though common- 
ly dead bodies grown cold become tiff, 
that thcir foints cannot be bent. Some 
ſry, that God uſcth to beitow this Gift 
and narticular Privitecge on Virgins Bo- 
aizs; 25 his doubtleſs was. 

At his Burial Ilrewife was fmelt the 
tent above mentioned, which ſo raiſed 
rhe People's devotion, that they ſtrove 
fo 
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to cut off pieces of his Clothes, accoun- 
ting it a great happineſs to get any part 
thereof. His Funeral was ſolemnizcd 
on S. Ann's day: Doctor Hernando 
Hortis de Hinowſa, Canon of Mexico, 
who died. Biſhop Elect of Gxaremala , 
preached thercat, 
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Gregory Lop<z. 


A T the ſame hour that Grecery died, 
{£% a Relivious Woman, may KA C2 
ercilcd in, ewe and tic AY Of 
interior Living, with whon th «Holy? MSN 
communicate: in ih» union of 5 piritunl 
Life, being in Praycr abiorpt in : £pitir; 
ſaw Him come toward ker, laying ety 
words : Stiff tr, 1 a3: Y011G tO Fleauci! 'S Ot 
ſhall not « fe Juor, becs wiſe _ DY _ CC v5 
neceſſary Jr ihe ſo Vice of « "A * C5223 
fort of t4: 2s Conullut: and fob nitant 1 
difuppearee, | [caving her ſout much ect - 
cd, andf oy he mga to the will of God; 
though he iefires were to be ooſed 
{10M 


from her mortal fleſh, and be with Chriſt, 
She, before the news came to /1ex:co of 
Gregory Lopez's death, imparted this 
Revelation to her Confeſſer ; who, cer- 
tified of the truth of it, counſelled the ſaid 
party to conceal what had been revealed 


to her, till Go ſ:ould declare what was | 


to be done. He alſo adviſed her, by u- 
ling more prayer, io rry whether this 
Spirit were of God, or ſome evil Angel, 
Twclve days aftcr ſhe told herConfeflor, 
it was our Lords wiil, ſhe ſhould reveal 
this to me ; becauſe I had enquired cons 
cerning what had paſſed. And theſe 
words alſo were ſpoken to her from the 
mouth of her Heavenly Spouſe Feſi; 
Chriſt : Wherefore, thinkeſt thou, us Gre- 
gory ſeated near unto me ? But becauſe , 
for me, he forſook all the temporal things of 
this life, and lived with inward Reculleftr- 
on, and fulence. 

I was told by a Religious Woman, of 
whoſe Vertue and Spirit I am much ſatis- 
fied, that ſome five years before the 
Death of Gregory as ſhe lay on her Bed 
after Prime (becauſe at that time ſhe was 
ſick) our Lord in her ſleep ſhewed her 
the Heaven open, out of which went in 
Proccſhon all the Religious Orders, and 
divers Jartyrs, and likewiſe the B,Vi7- 
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' Ch.12. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 75 
gin our Lady, with many Women-Saints, 
and Chriſt our Lord with his Ap /Hes ; 


ſhe wondering thereat, it was told her, 
they went to viſit the holy G: gory Lo- 


pex, who was ſick, Afterward ſhe heard 


that he was then like to dy, and in five 
days he had not eat a bit. 

A Perſon, whoſe wiſdome, vertue, and 
humility is very well known to all, out of 
an affection of devotion, and love which 
he bare to the holy Man, deſired him a 
few days before his Death to remember 
him; he promiſed, he would. And, the 
firſt Saturday. Night after his death he 
ſaw in his ſleep a Viſion, wherewith he a- 
waked, and perceived it was the ſhape of 
Holy Gregory, whoſe bleſſed Soul united 
it ſelf to the body of this perſon, and 
with very great Jubilee made him bleſs 
and praiſe God in his Saints, and eſpeci- 
ally in the Holy Confefſfor Gregery. This 
paſſed a while ; and he compoſed again 
to reſt with much joy and conſolation 
feit himſelf again touched all over his 
body; and, being awaked, a ſecond time 
that appearance of Gregory ſeizeth him, 
moving him extraordinarily, and urging 
him to praiſe God, without his delibera- 
ting thereon, or being able for an inſtant 

toccaſe. It likewiſe mode him difcernc, 
and 
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and confeſs, how unworthy he was of 
ſuch a favour, and how much obliged to 
ſerve God, and render thanks for that 
Viſit of his faithful Fricad. 

A Servant of God, of approved ver- 
tue , (whom our Lord inſtructs, and en- 
courages by frequent Extaſies, and 
Rapts) bcing one day, ten years before 
Gregory died, tortured and full of pain, 
inwardly recollecting himſelf he began to 
contemplate the ſublimity of Gregory's 
Spirit. And, being rapt in ſpirit by this 
conſideration, there was repreſented to 
the eyes of his mind an Image ſo Cry- 
ſtalline and tranſparent, as he might ſee 
through it; and it was told him, Szch zs 
the Soul of Gregory Lopez. At which 
he wondred and rejoiced excecdingly, 


telling it to Gregory, who-anſwered him . 


not a word, 

A certain Religious Man, that led a 
Spiritual life , much addicted to Prayer, 
as he was praying once in the Quire, re- 
ceiving from Cod by Gregory's interceſ- 
ſion ſuch a clear knowledge of his no- 
thingneſs, as much edifies all that cone 
verſe with him, and likewiſe ſuch a great 
love of God, and union with his Divine 
Majeity , that, it being about two 
Months ſince he reccived this favour, he 

hath 
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| hath never diſcontinued this Union, but 


perſevercd in one continued Act there- 
= 
A certain Prieſt, much affected with 
the vertue and Spirit of this Holy Man, 
and who had great hopes of being aſhited 
in the preſence of God by his Prayer, 
thinking once on Gregory (who diced a 
little before) and on his happy condi- 
tion, and how prevalent with God he 
was, was bid in his ſleep, Ak, ak; 
and in obedience to the direction he ask- 
ed our Lorda thing which, till then, he 
could never obtain. And preſently the 


. ſameday it was granted him : and by this 


means he procured other things , not for 
himſelf only, but alſo for others. 
Another man , one ſpiritual and de- 
vout, who was wont to come and- ask 
counſel of Gregory Lopez , defiring the 
ſame likewiſe after his death, it was ſaid 
to him : 7audge not thy Neighbours, and be 
more Temperate, Wherewith, he told 
me, he reccived conlidcrable benefit in 
his Soul. | 
Many other things, like theſe , our | 
Lord hath effected ; whereby is diſcover- 
cd the great glory, with which his Di- 
vine Bounty hath honoured Gregory , 
ſince his happy Paflage ; and by nume- 
| rous 
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City. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Of ſome Miracles, which God did by [ 


the Reliques of Gregory Lopez, 


be is uſual, and peculiar for God to en- 
noble his Friends, not in their celeſti- 
al Country only, where they live 
eternally , but in this Exile likewiſe, 


| where they are deceaſed; and to honour 


ſuch at their Death, who honoured him 
in :heir Life; and, for manifeſting the 
righteous works of the Juit, to effect by 
him works miraculous : Ged's power by 
Miracles honouring him , who ſerved 
gnd honoured God by his Vertues. And, 
becauſe thoſe of Gregory were ſo conſpt- 
cuons, the Divine Bounty hath done and 
doth every day ſuch a number of 17:-acles 
for this his Servant , that, had any care 
and diligence beenuſed, in colleting and 


 apyroving them , we might at preſent 


compoſe a very ample Relation thereof, 
AndI tint in God, he will not ceaſe to 
do more, for his greater glory, the ho- 
nour 


rous Miracles atteſted his eminent ſan- 
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nour of this Holy Man, and our profit 
and edification. I will here relate only 
ſome of the moſt authentick , and un- 
queſtionable. 

That very day he was interred, an [#- 
dian Woman of quality, Wife to the Go- 
vernour of this Village, lame of one Arm, 
and in great pain thereby, at the ſame - 
inſtant that ſhe took Gregory Lopez's 
Hand into hers to kiſs it, found her ſelf 
well and cured, and quit of all pain ; ren- 
dering thanks to our Lord for the mercy 
he had ſhewn her by this his Servant's 
means. 

Four days after Gregery's death, alitle 
Girl of five or ſix years old, that by eat- 
ing of earth had got a diſcaſe very dan- 
gerous, by reaſon of great obſtructions, 
a ſwelling in her belly,a ſtrong fever,with 
ſwellings in her head , and heart. Being 
thus, ſore afflicted, fite ſaid theſe words 
to her Miſtreſs ( a Lady very Noble in 
blood, but more in piety, and ihe retreat 
which ſhe choſe, and obſerves in the Ao- 


. naſrery of our Laay of the Conception, at 


Mexico) Mother, leſt God take me away, 
apply to me that little welt of Gregory Lo- 
PeEZ's, that was given yor : for he will cure 
776, TheLadydid fo, leaving the Child 
that nightin a great Fever; and, wnen 
ſhe 
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ſhe riſe to Martins, (as ſhe uſed to do) 
went to ſee herby the way, and found 
her quit of her fever, and afleep, She 


awakens her, and asks her, Child, how | 


dofſt thou? Well; replicd ihe, for, yorr | 
Saint hath cured me of my diſtcmprr. The | 
Lady aforeſaid gave our Lord many | 


thanks for ſo great a Miracle, 


Another principal Lady in Aexico had | 
\ucha violent kead-ach, that ſhe was like 


to £0 betides her ſelf, and, finding no 


help from any other remcdics, ſhe light | 


on one very ſingular and cthcacious, in 


having in the houſe a Sleeve of Gregory | 
Lovcz's Doubvlet, which was preſerved 
with great devotion and vceneration. | 


They lata it on her head, and immediatly 


ihe roos fome reit, and awaked perfect- | 


ly curcd of her grict. 


A { hild of three Months old, the firſt | 


and only Son of his Parents, who were of 


the beit rank in Mexico, had a ſtrong | 
Fever, unable cither to ſuck, or ſleep. In | 


this ſadneſs and affliction of all thoſe of : 


- 


the family, and kindred, a Servant re- | 
membercd ner ſelf of a ccrtain Rel:que of | 


the holy Gregory Lopez that was in the 
houſe ; which at the ſame inſtant that it 
was applied to the Childs head, he fell 
a.cep, and fome few honrs after a- 

waked, 
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' waked, took the Breaſt, and was well. 


His Parents and thoſe that were preſent 
gave great thanks to God, and the Saint, 
for this Miracle. 

In the ſame City was a Prielt in ſuch 
cxtreme pain with the Toothach, that for 
three days and nights he could not reſt 
one minute, and by its violence his face 
was much ſwelled, His Mother gave 
him a piece uf Gregor)'s garment, which 
he with faith and devotion applicd to his 
Cheek, and preſently fell into a ſleep, 
which continued from Nine a-clock that 
night till morning, and awaking found 
his face without cither ſwelling, or pain : 
attrivuting ſo ſudden a recovery to the 
Holy man's interceſſion, and renderings 
for it thanks to our Lord, 

In the houſe of a Gentleman of AZex- 
zo, a perſon well known in the Kingdom, 
there beſel] a Slave of his ſuch an uncx- 
pected accident and ſad misfortune, that, 
by rcafon of a fithe had, all preſent took 


him for dead. A Gentlewoman that 


” Ie 


was by, remembring that ſhe had in her 
cultody a picce of the Shirt in which 
Gregory Lopez, dicd, (given her by me) 
tent for a little Casket, and, taking out 
the ſaid Relique, ſhe Jaid it on the infirm 


. Man's forehead, and immediatly he came 


C3 to 
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to himſelf, perfectly well, though excee. Þ 


dingly bruiſed; and being asked, what F 


he felt, hc anſwered, Nothin. All that Þ 
ſaw the paſſage with its particular cir. # 
cumltances could not but aſcribe this 
cure to a Miracle, which our Lordj 
wrought by his Servant Gregory Lo-f 


PER. 


In the City 4e los Argetes an Honoura- ; 
bleLady was near the point of death by} 


the Mezils that befell her nigh her timc 
of lying in, tne Infant being dead in he: 


Womb. Her Husband , ſeeing her ir 


| 
ſuch dancer, intreated a Brother of the! 


Convaleſcc; Ms, called Fol LY allcio, to Li 1 
viſither, He went, and took with hinf 
a piece of Grcyory's garment , and, ap 


plying it W the ſick party's neck , ſaid H 
her: \1/41am, truſt in God ; for his Ser, 
vant Gregory Lopez will ebtarn your 7cco 
very; aud bear great reverence to thss hi, 
Feliquc ;, as 1t ſeems, ſhe did : for, being; 
ſafe delivered , ſhe was preſently well.. 
The ſaid Brother in the ſame Town ap-* 
plicd that ſame Relzque to a fick Woman, 
who a long time had ſuch terrible pains in* 
her head, that ſhe cried out continuallz 
night and day ; withing her to purgrea 
confidence in our Lord, that by the me- 
rits of Gregory Lopez he would give het 
health. 
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Ch.13. The Life of Gregory Lopez. $; 
health. His Majeſty preſently did fo : and 
ſhe was very thankful to God, and 
devout to him ,* who by his interceſſion 
had freed her from ſo exceſſive pain. 

In the City of T/axc:/2 a Young man 
had a mitlcrable Leproſy, and having tri- 
ed divers, and ſpent much in order to his 
cure in vain, a Brother of the Conva- 
[iſeents gave him a piece of G7 cg07y's gar- 
ment, bidding him apply it to his neck, 
and take this Scrvant of God for his Ad- 
vocate, with great confidence of his reco- 
very. And within eight days ſpace he 
Srew well, and quit from his Leproſy 
divulged this Miracle, publiſhing with 
ſignal gratitude the wonders of God, and 
the praiſes of Crevory, 

Ina Village of this Kingdome (called 
Hihualapa ) a Gentleman fof Sixteen 
Months was tortured extremely with 
the Colick , without being free one day 
or hour in all that time; yea , the lait 
twenty days, his pain left him not one 
minute, AGentlewoman kappened to 
be preſent, Wife to the Chick Juſtice of 
that Province, who told him , ſhe had 
ſeen wonderful things done by the devo- 
tion thoſe in her houſe bare to the holy 
Gregory Lopez; and, if he,with like faith,” 
took him for an Interceſſor to the Divine 
G 2 Good- 
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$4 The Life of Gregory Lopez, Ch. z, 
Goodneſs, he mighi be confident of 
health, The Sick Man hearing this took 
a piece of Gregory's Shirt; applying it to 
the place where his pain was ſharpeſt, 
and, holding it there a little while, pre- 
ſently voided a ſtone of the bigneſs of an 
ordinary Pine-kernel, Hereupon he re- 
covered, never after feeling the foreſaid 
pain, and held it for certain, that this 
favour and cure was granted him by the 
merits and intercefſion of Gregory Lopez, 
to whom he continued very devout and 
grateful. 

A Brother of the Corvaleſcents , called 
Alonſo de la Fuente, was kx years in the 
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Hoſ'ital of Guaſteca, almoſt continually 


ſick, full of plaiſters, and both legs ha- | 


ving ulcers running upon them. The 
Chicf Brother ſeeing him thus helpleſs, 
and that, beſides theſe and other indiſpo- 
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ſitions & pains,there riſe in his forehead a | 
knob or ſwelling as big as an egg, and a- 


nother in his ankle, little leſs, both very 
painful, he removed him to the Hoſpital 
in the liland of S. Fohn de Vlua, con- 


cceiving that, it being a hotter Climate,he 


might recover there. It fel] out quite 


contrary ; for, by reaſon of the moiſture |: 
from the Sea, and the cold of the North- * 


winds, he grew much worſe, This Bro- 
ther 


F 
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ther being one day extreme ſad and trou- 
bled, recommending himſelf to our Lord, 
and his Saints, carneltly beſought the 
Servant of God Gregory Lop-z to procure 
him his health; and recalling to mind 
certain Reliques of his given him at Cug- 
ſtepa , he applied them to his head with 
a night-cap, and to his leg with bands, 
and taking off the plaiſters and patches, 
he wore, threw them into the Sea ; and 
within three or four days, after he had 
applied the ſaid Zeliques, without any 
other medicine , he found himſelf per- 
fectly cured of his Maladies, {wellings, 
and pains, which never troubled him. 
more. Whereby he plainly perceived, 
the interceſſion of this his great Ser- 
vant was very powerful with God. 


— 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Hawing hitherto compeudionſly related 
T1 the Holy Life and Death of Grego- 
1481 ry Lopez, Father Loſa proceeds i in 
1 the _ ainder of his Diſcourſe to de- 
clare e particularly his great 
Parts _ Science, both za Divine 
By and Hiu#44;e Learns ; and his 
ith many erituent Tertncs, and Per- 
Wd} fectinno. Ant, firſt, of the 
[ « az:iravle Knowledre of Holy 
| | Sciipiert, which God had be lawed 


if 7 Hough Gregory never much applied 
L himſelf to the ff _ of Icarning, 
or cvcn of the 7.4tiz Grammer, 
yet he underitood tbe Zoly Scripture, 
and (inthe judgment of very learncd per 
fons) rendred it in Sparzſr with ſuch pro- 
priety, and felicity, as if hc had ſpent his 
whole life in the {rudy of Larine, and Di- 
winity, So that GIvers , o "ſerving him 
with ch range quiotneis and com- 
mand thvs to turn the 4 F:ble, and read it, 
: (on 
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(on ſeveral occaſions that were pre- 
ſented ) might conceive rather, that he 
read things written in his Mother-tongue, 
than rendred them out of another. He 
had by heart all the Hiltorical part of 
Scripture 5; and word for word the Goſ- 
pet of S. Matthew , and S. Fob; and 
thoſe things of the two other Evange- 
liſts, which theſe omitted 3 as likewiſe 
S. Paul's Epiftles; and the Apocalypſe. 
In fine, he had ſo perfef&t a knowledge of 
all the Sacred Writ, that, being asked of 
any Text, or Sentence there, he always 
recited it with a marvcllous readineſs, 
and certainty. 

Father Perer de Pravia, Vicar General 
of this Archbiſhoprick, came to viſit Gre- 
gory, when recovering his health at my 
Houſe in ex:co , and chanced to ask 
him a place of Sciprure, which after 
ons ſtudying he could not find cither in 
the Bible, of Contoraances, Gregory , 
nearing it, ſaid , This place 25 770t in all 
the Bible 5 but there is another like at , 
which is this, Then immediatly open- 
ins the Bile he ſhewed it the Vicar Ge- 
eral; and it was the ſame he looked 
for. 

Three Do&ors of Divinity of the Royal 
Trverſity of Aexico, conferring in this 

Gr 4. Village 
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Village of Sanfta-Fe with Gregory Lopez, | 


aboutſome dithcult places of Scripture, 
intreated him at the ſame time to tel 
them, if there were any Text that treat. 
cd of acertain matter, which they then 


'* 
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named. To the difficulty of the Texts |: 
he anſwered very clearly, and cited one ' 


cxcceding pertinent, which they, though 
ſtudying the point with extraordinary 
diligence, had not found ; whereat, be- 
ing aſtoniſhed, they ſail in my hearing : 
This is an able znan indeed, what is our 
kowleds to his ? Beatus homo, quem 
Tu crudieris, Domine : Pſ.93.12. Bleſſed 
is the man, whom Thon haſt iſtrutted, O 
Lord, | 

In the ſame Town certain Religious 
men, very learned, in his preſence ſpoke 


a Sentence, as out of Sczprere, where- .*. 


upon he replied : This is not Holy Scrip- 
tare : they, greatly wondering. ſearched 
the Bible very carefully, and found he 
ſaid true. It was admirable to ſee, how 
certainly and purctually he knew, in how 
many places of Holy Scripture ſuch or 
ſuch a thing was ſaid; and whether tt 
were there, or no. ARelizious man, 
who had been a Publick Keadcy of Scrip- 
1:7e, and much communicated - with him, 
ſajd to me (25 one that very well under-- 
ed | ſtood 
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ſtood him) theſe words: / 14ik with fo 
much caution concerning Scrifture 10 20inr, 
as to Gregory Lopez. 

Certain Prebendaries- related in his 
hearing concerning another , (who was 
preſent.) that he had all the /ſalrcy by 
heart: He anſwered; The thing to be e- 
ſteemed is, to benefit thircby 11 time of need, 
For hercin he was ſingular, that his me- 
mory furniſhed him both with places, 
and things, when there was need, 

There were ſome Preachers, who, up- 
on occaſion of retiring themſcives to 
Sanfta-Fe, being to make a Sermon, 
would fay ; There was no necd 10 Cariy 
Concordances, where Gregory was. 

Dou Pedro Moya de Contreras viſiting 
his Archbiſhoprick came to Graſteca, 
where (then) Gregery Lopez reſided, 
and, making me the Mcſſenger, ſent to 
ask him a certain doubt ; to which he an- 
ſwered ſo profoundly, that I durſt not 
bring the anſwer, but returning with the 
meſſage to his Lordſhipſaid : 1 would ra- 
thr, ſo good reaſons, as Gregory Lopez 
hath alledged, were heard from his own, 
than my, month : and ſu he may give you 
his auſwer himſelf, when your Lordſhips 
goes to fie him, Aﬀterward the Arch- 
biſhop went ard heard him, and was 
much 


much ſatisfied, and exceedingly aſtoniſh- 
cd, and ſaid to Me : never zmagined, he 
brew ſo much, 

Twenty years before Gregory's death, 
in the preſence of three learned and 
grave Religious men of the Dominicas's 
Order, Fricr Doc de Salazar, who 
dicd firſt Archbiſhop of the Phulippines, 
ſaid of him ; What zs thrs, Father ? That 
we, with all our ſludyeag our whole lives, 
knw not half ſo much, 4 this Tong Man, 


Many learned perſo:is, tnat came to 


be reſolved in doubts o':t of Holy Scrip- 


ere, returned fully ſatisfied, and amazed 
at tae great  ligh it God was pleaſed to 
communicate to this his Servant, A- 
mons others tnere came to 5Sartta-Fe a 
Doctor of Divinicy, whoa tew days be- 
fore had been preſent at ſome Concluſe- 
05 out of Holy Scripture, which had bin 
defended in the Schools of the Soc:ery of 
Feſus at ZZexico, upon that place, 77a- 
lach. 2 Ecce ego mitto Angelium me: 
um, QC. ak asking Gregory the meaning 
of the forcſzid Text, he gave ſuch curi- 
ous cxpolitions upon it, that the Dotor 
affirmed, that in all the Concluſions there 


was not more, nor indeed fo much. 
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that the Holy Ghoſt communicated 
to Gregory Lopez 12 the Spiritual 
Way. 
3 Od not only taught this his dearly 
.F beloved Diſciple the Holy Scrip- 
ture, (as 1s ſaid) but alſo and to 
2 greater eminency inſtructed him in the 
Spiritual Way, wherein he was with ſuch 
perfection to walk, and guide and direct 
others. For, this Holy Man, by his 
great ſpiritual light, knew the hidden 
ſubject of himſelf; and {to my apprehen- 
hon) almolt as diſtinctly beheld his Spi- 
rit with his intellectual, as his Body 
with his corporal, eyes. And theſe two 
Sources, of the Body, and Sper:ir, which 
riſe up together, he did diſſect, and diſ- 
cerne ſo accurately, reitraining the cur- 
rent of the Body, and dilating that of the 
Spz:rit, that it was very admirable, For, 
the diſtinguiſhing in ones ſclf works that 
proceed from Grace, from ſuch as pro- 
cceed from Nature, is extreme difficult, 
and by few attainable ; becauſe the one 


_ are oftimes diſguiſed with the likeneſs of 


the 
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the other. This diſtinction Gregory ex- 
cellently well underitood both in himſelf, 


and thoſe that conſulted: him in lik 
doubts, x 


It befell me once, that having for , 


ſome Months uſed only the excrciſe of 
Mental! Prayer, and found great difficul- 
ty and reluctance therein, I had an occa- 
ſion to go about a work of Charity, and 
by the way felt ſo great a joy, and ſuch 
an extraordinary tranquillity in my Soul, 
and ſuc a manner of Prayer ; that for 
the time methought I was in Heaven, 
Afterward returning to Sazita-Fe, and 
Siving Gregory an account thereof, I told 
him, my Spirit had much dilated it ſelf. 
He anſwered me : Father Loſa, Natxre 
dilated it ſelf. IT believed him; not then 
underſtanding him. But, aſſiſted by the 
mercy of God through his prayers, I 
ſoon after attained to this verity. For 
was wont to perform external works of 
Charity, which, though in themſelves 
vertuous and meritorious, have this pro- 
perty, that they recreate anddilate Na- 
ture, and ſomtimes ſelf-love intermixeth 
it ſelf with them. But, in that recol- 
lection, I uſed only interior Mental 
Prayer, in which Nature was after a 
ſ5rt in continual torment and on the _ 
C- 
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becauſe detained from thoſe exerciſes, ! | 
elf, | wherein ſhe was uſed to find (though this ! 
like * good and pious) contentment and de- 
- light : ſuch, as relieving the want, pro- 
moting the good and welfare of our 
' | Neighbour, the ſpeaking, and hearing of 
u!- Divine matters; for , theſe by Gods 
 gracc have binmy employments torſfome | 
nd | Years. Now; when [| left off the fore- ; 
ch | fatd internal recollection, to do the work 
; 


of Charity, | mentioned, and recreated 
my ſcIf with beholding the fhiclds, and 
* hills, Nature rcturned to her ancient eaſe 
nd | and quict, fo, as to make no war againit 
Id | the Spirit ; wherewith | was much 


if. | pleaſed and ſatisfied, as thinking, I was 


7e | now at peacc with my ſelf. Burt, after- 
nN | ward, when I defircd to return to my 
e * ſole Mental acts, I found Nature had rc- 
I * doubled her ſtrength to war againit the 


l | Spirit, and perceiving maniteltly by ihis, 


f that my peace was not ſo much ſpiritual, 

s as natural, I diſccrned by ſure and evi- 

- | dent conſcquence, that wregory knew * 

- þ my <pirit better than I my ict. 2 
Some Religious perſons diſcourſing in 


his preſence of things that furthered ſpi- 
ritand devotion, one ſaid, Mufick con- 
| | duced very much thercto; for, heaxing 
' FYeſpers in the great Church of Aevico he 
; was 
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was ſo raiſed in ſpirit, that in all his life F 


he never prayed with ſuch peace, pro- 
foundneſs, and quiet, as then. Another 
ſaid, the ſociety of others availed much 


to Prayer; becauſe the difficulty, he F 
found in praying in his Cell, was removed | 
and taken away by the preſence and cx- | 


ample of thoſe that prayed with him. A- 
way went the Religious men , without 
regory's ſpeaking one word about that 
matter. I perceived plainly, that he 


could have reCtifed them with eaſe, and | 


nave ſhewn them, that, in thoſe reme- 
dies or aids, Nature lay hid under the 
diſguiſe of the Spirit, (As was ſeen by 
the ſucceſs, I had ; and becauſe the rea- 


ſon, why ſome relicve themſelves in | 


prayer by the company of others, is, 
that Nature recreates and ſupports her 
{elf by her good works being ſeen, as ap- 
pears in ſuch as diſcipline themſelves, ot 
givealms in publick; therefore ſuch as 
theſe, following their natural delight, 
pray better in eompany, than alone). I 
asked him afterward, what the reaſon 
was, that he did notgive thoſe forcſaid 
Religious men advice and inſtruction 
herein; He anſwered me : Becauſe that 
were to hinder their journey ; ſince, with 
that ſtaff, they advance ſymthing ; but, 
without it, would fit ſtill. 
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Our Lord had given him great clarity 
for diſtinguiſhing of thoughts, and of 
words; by this Iight he knew which 
thought, or word was idle, or not And 
he very exactly diſcerned, in difcourling 
of God, when it was natural, «nd when 
ſpiritual, To this purpoſe he uied to 
ſay: Many [| prak of Qucd more from love of 
themſelucs, than of Ged, tHe {aid hike- 
wiſe : The Love f God is all We: his it 
4 eth few words, and 15 maily mes alin, 
om this light, and aiſcerning faculty, 
proceeded that rare moderation of his 
Tongue; as ſhall b: faid in its place. 
From the ſame light alſo procceded his 
never having any ſcruples, but an admi- 
rable quietude and Tranquillity of Soul, 
The ſame clarity likewiſe our Lord gave 
him in matters of our holy Faith; where- 
in, notwithſtanding many temptations he 
ſuſtained, he had never any doubt. This 
is that he ſignified at the hour of his 
Death, when, beings asked, if he would 
have the holy Candle ty go ſee the Se- 
cret, he anſwered with great courage, as 
is ſaid before, Ul zs elear, there 1s 26 te- 
cret ; at is Neon-day with me. VRetein 
his meaning was not, that his Faith was 
vithout obſcurity, but that, in matters 
belonging to it, he had no doubt, For, 
Faith 
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Faith is in ſucli ſort obſcure, that it alſo is 
moit certain; and its certainty takes not 


away its oblcurity, and the captivating of 


our reaſon, wherein, duiing this life,our 
Lord would have us walk ; Capriwatins 
0 .7u derjiandings 4? his Service; as the 
Apolile ſpears, 2 Cor. 19. 5. 

[| have thought fit to put down ſome 
Exam>oles, whereby may be gathered 
the great light Greg had, by which he 
not only knew himſ-lt and his own Spirit, 
hut other men's alſo. I had great ſigns; 


and inducements (by things which I Fad | 


experienced )) to incline and perfwade 
me to believe that he faw the ſouls of 0- 
thners [ or the interiour ſtate of their 
ſouls]. And, being one day muting here- 
on, ſoine five Years, or mote, before his 
Neath, I asked him, whether indeed he 
did ſec them : he anſwered, No. I, up- 
Gi ſo plain an anſwer, believed him, and 
was ſatisfied : but perceived, that thencc- 
forward hegrew cvery day more cautious 
in it; thcreforc I ſorbare to ſpeak to 
him thereof, But I have had ſince, and 
now have hercin ſo many witneſſes, ſo 
creditable and beyond all exception, that 
metiinks I ſhould do ill not to affirm it 
for certain. And his telling me, that he 
did not ſce them, is to be attributed to 
his 


LA RE ER: 
h ; "4 


925 "III PAT TP nt fn gn ming ov hr 
"FENG 


CO En es, vo : 
© + PA aw a Gt. wm CA OF W IX oo OT. 


CO yn nan gr 
—__ pay (oo, 


-- 
by 6 
"= 
. as M1 


wn 


: Ch.15, The Life of Gregory Lopez. 97 


his great humility and prudence, where- 
by he laboured to conceale and diſguiſe 
that gtft of God ; as he did many others, 
Nor is it to be ſuſpected, one of ſo emi- 
nent veracity and perfection would ly : 
ſince his denial in this caſe may many 
ways be freed from lying. One way, 
becauſe poſſibly at that time God had not 
yet done him this favour ; but afterward, 
in the laſt Years of his Life, did. Poſſibly 
alſo, at that inſtant when I asked him 
the queltion he ſaw not ſouls, but on o- 
ther neceſſary occaſions God gave him 


- light to ſee them; for, the lig"t of Con- 
- | templation concerning things ſpiritual is 


not habitual and permanent, but actual, 
like that of Prophecy; our Lord gives 
and takes it, when and how his Majefty 
pleaſeth. So that, at that time, when 
Gregory ſaid he did not ſeethem, (though 
at other ſeaſons he did) he meant, he ſaw 
them not, becauſe at that preſent God 
gave him not that light, For confirma- 
tion of what hath been ſaid, I will lay 


: down ſome examples. 


A certain Perſon gave the holy Gre- 


t gory an account of his faith, and of great 


s 


| temptations he had, but withal ſaid, that 
he hoped in God he had committed no fin 


ye 
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therein, and therefore diſcovered no- 
thing 
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o8 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.1 F. 
thing thereof in Confeſſion : pr; 
anſwered : Not ſo ſtoutly; for, indeed, 
you have proved a weak_Souldicr, Where. | 
upon the party replied : If you think fit, 
I will confeſs it then, Gregory anſwer- s 
ed; He did not conceive, that what he had E 
dove on that occaſion was any hainow crime, ; 
but, to have reſiſted perfettly, he ſoouldÞ 
have done ſuch and ſuch a thing. Whencef 
the party inferred, that he had ſeen his 
Spirit; and, for the future better (carnÞ 
the way of reliſting. 

There came from afar a devout Prietf 
to impart to Gregory his Spiritual doubts,Þ 
whereto he anſwered ſo much to the pur 
poſe, that the Prieſt ſaid ; You have toll, 
me what I thought to ask ; _—_— oreaÞ 
nced to be directed therein. Gregor) 
replied ; God, ſeeing your need, movel 
my rongue to tet yoir what you have beard. A 

A Doctor of Law, one then married 
but fince a Religious man, yet ever a de 
vout perſon, went to viſit Gregory , and, 
by the way difcourſed with his Compa- | 
nion about certain matters of. his ſoul, # 
which neither Gregory nor any other did, 
or by naturai means could, know. al ; 
ſoon as they came, before they askedfs 
him any thing of what they intended to 
diſcourſe, he anſwered them to everyÞ 
thingy 
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thing ſo directly, that they were much 
ſatished and amazed, and looking up- 
on one another gave thanks to our Lord, 
ſecing him anſwer them, as if firſt asked 
by them, Whercupon the Lawyer took 
occaſion to examine his Conſcience, as 
oft as he went to- viſit Gregory; concei- 
ving, that his Interior was open and ma- 
nifeit tohim : as alſo at othe1 tires, go- 
ing to ask his counſel, he adviſcd him fo 
fitly, before he ſpake a word to him, that 
he was confirmed inthe opinion he had of 
him. | 
A Religious man of eminencie for ſpi= 
rit, andintimately converſant with Gre-. 
gory, went one Evening to be reſolved 
in ſome doubts about his Spirit ;.and, .it 
being almo!t Night, and he not having 
that time he deſired for his purpoſe, he 
bade him go take his reſt, and next 
morning they would diſcourſe on it.That 
Night the Religious man, being. in a 
Chamber under the Holy Man's, had an 
intergal anſwer from God concerning 
chat which he intended to ask, and a re- 
buke, for that he came to ask counſel of 
a Creature, who might have jt from the 
Creator ; ſince he that gave Gregory ſuch 
abilities would give him the like,. if he 
diſpoſed himſelf thereto and' relied upon 
:F) God, 
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God. In the morning he went to Grego» | 
7y's Chamber, who ſeeing him ſmiled; then 
the Religious man began to relate how 
that night God had anſwered his doubts, | 
Gregory helped him out to tell it, pre- * 
venting him ; for, he had not yet men- # 
tioned the reprehenſion; and asked him: |. 
Had you not a good reprehenſion, for | 
coming to a Creature for advice ? He an- 
ſwered; Yes, Father, I had a rebuke. 
At all which he was amazed, and very | 
confident, that the Holy Man had ſcen: 
in God what had paſſed within him, | 
Another Prieſt, very vigilant in things 
concerning his Spirit, came to ſee Gyego- , 
ry Lopez, ſtaying with him about a Fort- 
night ; and, accurately obſerving him, | 
Found of a certain that the Servant of | 
God ſpoke to him of all that was in his Þ 
mind, Which, though Gregory himſelf ©. 
did not intimate ro him, yet the Prieſt ' 
was very confident ſo it was : becauſe, 
his Soul being ſomwhat inordinately at- 
fected with certain great Favours, which | 
God had done him, and he hoped to re- 
ceive from his Divine hand , Gregory, a- 
mong other things, ſaid to him; We ame 
to be great ; but truly either here, or there, 
we muſt pay for our little hanulity. | 
A certain Perſon, very devout to our | 
| Lady ' 
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Ch. 15. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 161 
Lady the B. Virgm, recited the Roſary, 
and, by this means, ſo efficacious for ob- 
taining all good and ſpiritual proficien- 
cy, God beſtowed on him favours and 
careſſes, that for the ſpace of ſome years 
he was almoit always 1n continual Pray- 
er. Seeing himſelf therefore ſo advanced 
in Mental Prayer, he asked Gregory, 
whether he were belt to lay afide the &- 
ſary, to attend that the more, He an- 
ſwered, No. (Knowing , that the ho- 
nouring of our Lady, to whom himſelf 
was much devoted , not only helps Be- 
ginners, but is likewiſe the ground of a 
happy progreſs in the ſpiritual courſe, e- 
ven to thoſe who have arrived to ſome 
perfection therein, for the better con- 
ſerving them in it.) Therefore he conti- 
nued a Year in that devotion of the Rs- 


ſary : and, perceiving that thoſe celeſtial 


favours went on aftcr the ſame rate in his 
ſoul, as one now very ſpiritual he deter- 
mined , without acquainting G7egory 
therewith, to leave off the Roſary. But 
within a few days after he began to feel 
many troubles, and droughts, and now 
to have almoſt no Prayer at all. (For, 
to ſuch dangers doth he expoſe himſelf, 
who thinks to make a proſperous voyage 
in the ſpiritual life without ſary the 
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102 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.15. 
Star of the Sea,) This he told the Holy 
Man, without tciling him the reaſon, 
which was leaving off the Roſary, At 
which Gregory ſmiling faid to him; Fall 
to your Beads again, He did ſo, and 


proſpered ſo well hereby, that he ſoon 
recovered the Spirit and devotion he had * 


formerly. Whereupon he was more de- 
vout unto the B. Virgin, and much aſto- 
niſhed,that, without his ſaying any thing 


tohim, Gregery ſhould underſtand the 


ground of his aridity. 
It fell out that ſome ſix, or more, Spi- 


- 


ritual Perſons mctat Santa- Fe, who re- 
ſorted from divers parts to confer with 
Gregory about their Spirit. And ſom- | 
times he anſwered them all in publick '. 
with ſuch facility, that they were ſatis- | 


fied concerning their doubts, and in- 
fiiructed in what they knew not. Bot 
that which 1 moſt wondred at was, to ſec 
in how few words he anſwered; for, in 


a * 


——_ 


two, or three, he reſolved great difficul- 
ties: and itſcemed thoſe words were as : 


flaſhes in their minds, who' heard them, 
and as ſparks daricd from an enflamed 


Charity. So that-they went away oi , 


one fide enlightened , on the other en- 


kindled, and with their hearts excited , 


to all good, | 


There | | 
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There came hither ove exceedingly 
troubled in mind, and told Gregory all 
his troubles, He anſwered him only 
theſe words ; This ts a Purgatory, wheres 
God detains you, Which ſufticed to com- 
fort him greatly, and to quiet his ſoul. 

Another Prielt that was in great af- 
flition he ſettled by only reciting that of 
the Apocalypſe ; Icounſcil thee, to buy of 
me tried and burning gold, that thou maiſf 
be rich, 

Another found conſolation and caſe 1m 
ſore tribulations, and temptations, by 
hearing him ſay : The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ſuffers violence;and the wolent force it, 

Knights and Perſons of quality, who, 
deſirous to live well in their ſtate, asked 
him what they ſhould do, he bade ; Do 
what you do for the loue of God; and that 
75 enough, 

To Lawyers, Judges, and men of buſi- 
neſs, he uſed to fay : Change your inten- 
1104 and you will do much, 

By theſe kind of ſpeeches he awaken- 
ed ſome that were aſleep, ſo that, upon 
hearing him, they came to themſelves, 
and profited exceedingly. Of this effi- 
cacy and good ſucceſs of his words(which 
I ever attributed to his Prayer) we ſhall 
lay ſomething in the 19th. and 27th. 

H 4, Chap- 


or ——— 


104 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.1, 
Chapters; beſides what is mentioned al- 
ready in divers parts of this Book; and 
might be much more copioully, . 

' Having very diligently obſerved and 
marked, that Gregory underitood ſpiritu- 
ally whatever he ſaid, or heard, I once 
ſaid to him : Do you go (piritualizing to 
your ſelf all, you ſpeak, or hear? He 
anſwered me, /r was true. Wherefore 
ſpiritual perſons may underſtand the 
conſtancy and perſeverance of his Spirit ; 
and others, not ſuch, may perceive it by 
the cxamples following, 

If any ſaid : The Bread of Santa- Fc 
is good; he would anſwer; Tes, Sr: 
meaning the molt Holy Sacr2men of the 
Altar, the true Bread of our Sartta-Fe, 
or our Holy Faith, When any admired 
the beauty, fhne ſcent, and excellence of 
the flowers of Sauita-Fe , he applicd it 
©o the Sarzts, whoſe Sanctity took its bc- 
ginning from the Fazth : for, without it, 
it had been impoſſible to pleaſe God, It 
any one, looking upon the ſprings, and 
ſtreams of water, which run from hence 
to Mexico, ſaid, The waters of Sa;if- 
Fe are better in their ſpring, than at 
Adexica ; Gregory aſſented . meaning, 
vy the Spring of Santa Fe, God; in 
*#hom the waters of true Wiſdom are 

the 
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Ch.15. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 105 
the beſt, and, he that receives them im- 
mediatly from God, hath them more 
pure and wholiome, than he that takes 
them paſſing through humane underiſtan- 


E dings. Hearing any ſay , ſucha one is 


of very noble exiraction, he preſently 
conſidered, that the true Nobility is to be 
a Son of God in Spirit. When any ſaid, 
ſuch or ſuch 2 I ora was Grardce of Spain: 
he ſtraight reflectz” that: the principal 
and chicf Greatneſs is to be the Friend of 
God, and hearing his divine words, and 
doing great things for his Service, Ob- 
ſerving this his quicknels and wonderful 
readineſs in drawing things to a Spiritual 
and profitable ſenſe , when any thing in 
diſcourſe occurred that was hard to be 
ſpiritualized I preſently asxed him it; as 
once a litle duſt here ariſtng (which hap. 
pens but ſeldom ) the by-ſtanders ſaid ; 
There is duſt likewiſe in Sartta-Fe., | 
asked him : How can it be, that there js 
duſt in Sanita-Fe ? Becauſe (ſaid he ) 
there are Saints, that live in SanCta-Fc, 
who have not yet attained four awd twens y 
Dezrees of Perfection, and therefore ha e 
ſome duſt of the Earth ſtickiag to them ; 
for, a man perfettly Spiritual 1s all S1- 
rt. "EE 
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Of his great Kinowlenge in Eccieſtaſli- 
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CHAP. XVL 


cal, and Secular, tiiſtorics, 


A Any would have been contented 


« andeiteemed themſelves happy, 

to have attained the knowledg, 
Which is already ſhewn, Gregory arrived 
to But, ſince God 1s the Donor, and 
Man the Receiver according to his capa- 
city, his Majeity is pleaſed to afford us 


for cxamples ſome, to whom he hath 
Siven much ; thereby to ſhame and con- 


demn the tepidity of thoſe that do not 


to well diſpoſe themſelves. 


Man ſo well did this, that he is one of 


This Holy 


thoſe who give in themſclves an eminent 


teſtimony of this truth, 


Whilſt he lived at Guafteca there came 
to viſit him Father Fohn Cobos of the Or- 


der of S. Dominic, one famous in Theo- 


logy, and who had been a Rexder in 
Spain before his coming into theſe parts. 
He, after he had conferred very private- 
ly, and ſeriouſly, with him, ſaig : Though 
tne fame of his wiſdom was great, the 


truth 


4 
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; *truth was far greater. And, having 
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heard vety excellent things upon the A- 
pocalypſe, he deſired of him an Expoſition 
thereon; which Gregory made without 
twice writing, or blotting a Letter, an1 
ſent to the ſaid Father to /cx:ico, who 
admired exceedingly, both at the quick 
neſs, and alſo the acuteneſs, learning, 
and ſpirit, which he ſhewed. 

There came likewiſe to Graſfteca to 


* confer with kim Father Michael de T als- 


vera Provincial of the Diſcalced of the - 
Scraphical Father St. Frances, whoſe hu. 
mility, wiſdome,and faniity, were moi 
renowned in theſe Kingdoms. He con- 


- verſed very familiarly with him; and 


ceaſed not afterward to admire his great 
light, and wiſdom, praiſing, and bleſſing 
God for it : ſo that, the ſaid Father, re- 
turning thence to Zacatecas, where Gre- 
gory had lived ſolitary,made an excellent 
Sermon, extolling his knowledge , and 
ſanctity ; and, among other things, ſaid; 
In this field hath been bred a Toung Man, 
whom I had rathcr be, than a King, Empec- 
ror , or Pope. Adding : In taking my 
leave of him, I felt my ſoul poſſeſſed with 
the grace T had ſeen in him. 

Father Emanuel de Reynoſo, a very ho- 
ly man, and an eminent Preacher of the 
Order 
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Order of the glorious Sr. Francis, won- 
dered at the light and knowledge of Gre- 
gory,holging it to be Supernatural: Foz, / 
aid he ) bave askra him about divers 
places of Holy Scripture, and there was 
ene, whereto be anſwered not very per- 
rimently, TI once as d him nine of the ob- 
ſexreſt, and diffeultcſt Texts I ever ſaw in 


þ 


the Bible, and be expounded them all to me 
7a their lucral fenſe,ſo ſignificantly, that he 
feen:ed a Saint Hicrom. And another Re- 
tigiovs man, hearing him relate this, went 
to Gregory with other places, of great 
diftculty likewiſe ; who by exprience 
found, that what had been reported of 
Grezory was punctualiy true. 

He knew {with as much cvidence as 
car he gathered out of the Holy Scrip- 
re, and other Hittorics ) wharſoever 
palted from the C;c2/:0 of the World 
79 Nec, recounting the Generations of 
the $:::5of Ged, and of the firſt Fathers 
ſo diſtinctly ,that without book he recited 
all their Linages, degrees, and affinities, 
with the difference of times and apes ; 
though a thing ſo obſcure even to the 
molt learned, He was no leſs knowing 
in what concerns the Sos of Men too of 
that time; whoſe cuſtoms and inventi- 
ons he related very diftintly. The ſame 

ne 
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 hedid from Woe to Chriſt our Lord, and 


he ſpoke of thoſe Times, and the Per- 
ſons living therein,as if preſent. Having 
deſcribed this Family of God , 'he dif- 
courſed of the adjacent borders, making 
one Hiſtory of alt, and accommodating 
all theſe hiſtories to the times and fuc- 
ceſſes of the ſame Family, And he not 
only knew the Warrs, and other aCcc- 
dents, that befell within God's own 
Houſe, but even thoſe among the Gen- 
tiles, to the coming of our Reccemer ; 
and, to my thinking, he knew all this as 
exactly, as any other man of our times, 
He had by heart the Prophectes of all the 
Sibyls. He told very particular paſſages 
of the Birth, Infancy , Childhood, and 
Youth of our Lord Chrij# ; as likewiſe 
of his Preaching, Death, and other My- 
ſteries; of the preeminence of the Law 
of Grace above that of Nature, and that 
Written, He had as it were before his 
eyes the Life, and Preaching of the Holy 
Apoſiles, and their Diſciples. He re. 
lated particularly the Lives, and Mar- 
tyrdoms of the Popes from St. Peter to 
S, Sylveſter ; and of other eminent Mar- 
tyrs; likewiſe the lives and moſt re- 
nowned and memorable Acts of the fa- 
mouſeſt Confeſlors from Pope Sylveſter 
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110 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.16, 
to Clement the Eighth, in whoſe tine hs 


dicd, He recounted the Names, Times, | 


and Cuſtoras of the Founders of Orders, | 
and Eremirical Life ; of the Arch- Here. F 
ticks alſo; condemning their errours, þ 


and alledping the Holy Comncels in which ? 


they were condemned ; obſerving like- 
wile the time, wherein ſuch and ſuch 
Hereſics began, and declined. 

He diſcourſed very particularly of the 
hiitory of that Beaſt, of which S, Foba in 


the Apoca:iypſe ſpeaks, which was the 


Ciry of Kome; and its ten Hors, which 
were the Ten Emp-rours, who cfpecially 
perſecuted the Church above others, and 
ſo he brought down the Hiltory of the 
Ceſars to PrP the Secoad, the Catholuck 
King of Spar, in wnoſe time he died. 

He ſpake very diitinctly of the begin- 
nings, and progreſs, of the Sect of the 
falſe Prophet Munumet ; of the many 
Countries poſle!fed by the 17ahometans, 
Tuths, Ottomans, Scythians by Nation, 
and deſcended of Oa, and Afagog; with 
the ſlaughters, they made upon the Ar- 
mies of the Saints. I have heard him 
relate, hov! this perverſe Sect poſleſſed 
almo!t three thouſand t{.eagues of 
ground, extending itſelf from Europe as 
far af China: 
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Hewas likewiſe well ſeen in Profane 
Hiſtories, both ancient , and modern; 
and thoſe of famous Men , whom the 
Gentiles took for Gods ; as Janu, Her- 
cules, and the reit. 

He (when occation ſerved) related the 
Converſion of all Countries, People,and 
Nations to our Holy Faith, mentioned 
thoſe that preached tke Holy Goſpel to 
them; as alſo the remarkable things 
that hapned therein ; and this with ſuch 
certainty, as if he had ſeen, or was read- 
tng them, 

Of all this he hath made a Chroxolog y, 
or ſucccſhon of Tiraes, from the Crearivn 
of the World to Pope Clement the 8th. 
with ſuch brevity , exaCtneſs , and par- 
ticularities, ( obſerving the molt memo- 
rable paſſages, both in the Eccleſtaſtical, 
and Secular State }) that divers learned 
perſons earneſtly requeſt me to let thera 
copy out this Book. 

He had alſo epitomized and gathered 
out of the ſaid Hiſtories the ſum and 
ſubſtance of whatever concerned the 
Faith, Laws, Temper, and Cuitomes of 
Nations; and had reduced them into a 
Calendar for the Days; which he uſcd 
ſomtimes, for our recreation, to rehearſe 
to me, to my great delight and admira- 
CHAP. 


— 


CHAP. XYl I, 


ws 


of the Knowledge in other Sciences 
whichGod imparted to this hisScho- 
lar, | 


it, Connnend it for ſuch. And , which [ 
| moſt wondred and was ſurprized at, oft- 
- times, upon occaſion, when I asked him 
queſtions about divers parts of the 
| Earth, even the Az1:podes, he anſwered 
| me immediatly, without ſtudying or mu- 
| fing thereon. 
[| He underitood the Anatomy of Man's 
net | Body very well; and ſomtimes told ve- 
| ry curious and particular paſſages there- 
in; declaring how admirably the Di- 
vine Wiſdome diſcovered itfelf in 
Man, 
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Fm not only knew the Zoly | 
IF Scripture, and things Moral and | 

11.18 Spiritual, as we ſaid, which were | 
1 T1 his chief itudy , but was alſo an Aſtre- | 

| T8 nomer , Coſmographer , Geographer ; and E 
had a Globe, and a ap made with his | 
own hands, very true, and exact: for, [ | 
have heard excellent Maſters, that ſaw | 


He | 
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. He was likewiſe excellently skilled in 


1 Pyſick.; and hereof he made a very cu- 
| rious Book, with many Experiments 


| caſy to be practiſed by: country people, 


and poor folks, and ſeveral qualities of 
E Simples and Compounds. In this Art 
" | hedelighted tomakeReceits fit for each 
* ones neceſſity , written with his own 
hand; with excellent remedies, ſuch as 
* his charitable deſire of his Neighbour's 
health ſuggeſted to him to invent and di- 
, rect : for, he was very compaſſionate, 
- and therefore God gave him wonderful 
ſucceſs, 7 | 


| He was alſo well ſeen in Agriculture - 


| and an excellent Herbal? : for he not: 


only knew the property and vertue of 


Herbs, but how to. better them by ſe- 
. | veral Liquors, which he made, and gave 
| asa drink to the herbs and plants. I have 
* feenandeaten of them ſo altered by his 
| hand, that they ſeemed of another kind, 
- | And he told me, that, if he knew a per- 


: ſoncurious a good Chriſtian, (there be- 


- ing danger, leſt, wanting the fear of 
.- | God, he ſhould by this art make them 
- worſe and poiſon them) he-would teach 
© him this. ſecret, for the good of his 
E Neighbours. | 


Je was a very good Pen-man, and. 
[ writ 
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writ many hands ſingularly well : there 
are at this day ſome things of his in this 
kind admirable, eſpecially the Map a- 
bove mentioned, having much of late 
added, above all that have come forth in 
print, and that ſo ncat and curious, that 
it ſcems printed ; ſo that a grave Doctor, 
ro whom it fel}, valucs it much. 

Even in the Tailor's trade he was ſo in. 
Senious as to make his own Clothes; 
which (though mean, yet to be fitted to 
his weakneſs and indiſpoſition) required 
2 particular faſhion, and art : ſo that he 
ufed to ſay; None made them fo well, as 
himf{elf, He made not his own Shoes ; 
but mendcd them fo well, that they laſt- 
c4 him three Years, and above. His Hat 
was not of his own making neither ; for 
he never wore any, after he lived ſolita- 
iy [unleſs when he travelled in a very 
hot Sun : See C hap. 8.] nor is it known 
that ever he had any more than one ; and 
that was as good as new, 

This multiplicity of things in a Con- 
remplative Man will not ſeem exceſſive, 
(though one only be neceſſary, and ma- 
ny rather prove hindrances) if we confi- 
der the ſublimity of his Spirit ; to which 
multitude was nolet from the principal 
and neceſſary : and, to put this out of 

doubt, 
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doubt, I once asked him, if any of theſe 
litle things cilturbed him. He anſwer- 
ed; I tind Cod axmauch un the leaſt of theſe, 
as in the greateſt, And the reaſon there- 
of ſcems to be, becauſe his principal 
end and ſcope was his Creator : fo that, 
fixing his eyes continually on the Foun- 
rain, all was to him one and the ſame 


- WateT, 


I will not omit here the mentioning, 


as a thing more than natural; his manner 


of reading Books. It f-1] out that in 
ten hours he diſpatched a Book, which 
another, in reading it much, would not 
have ended in a Month. And, to in- 
ſtance in a thing well known , becauſe 
ſome may objec, thar he did this by his 
great Memory, and apprehending things 
mecrly by viewing theTitles of theChap= 
ters; I anſwer, this may be fo in Books 
of common reading, not in thoſe of Spt- 
ritual matters; ſuch as that of the #7. 
Mother Tereſa of Feſm ; which ( as 1 


think ) he read over in twenty hours, 


yet knew ſo well all therein contained, 
that there was ſcarce any man that knew 
more of it, than Gregory - and thisl have 
experimented, and tried ofren, and dili- 
gently , repeating ſmall and particular 


matters out of the foreſaid book, where- 


32 with 


116 The Life of Gregory Lopez, Ch.r7. 
with he hath joined, and continued the 
diſcourſe , as if he had bin reading it, 
When he read to others, his quickneſs, 
clear pronunciation, ſpirit, and graceful- 
neſs were very remarkable, 

Our Lord endued Gregory with a na- 
tural Underſtanding exceeding great , a 
quick apprehenſion, and acuteneſs, ſuch 
a Mcmory, that I have ſomtimes heard 
him ſay, he never forgot what he with 
care committed to it, ſuch a Will, that 
it is very credible, -that its continual ex- 
erciſe was the being in an Act of loving 
God. 

For his Stature of Body, we may ac- 
count him rather of the talleſt,” well pro- 
portioned, without any defect, He was 
not ſtrong, but rather ſomwhat tender; 
and in his latter years he was almoſt no- 
thing but skin and bones. The Hair of 


x 


his Head,Beard, and Eye-brows, was of * 


hazelnut colour ; his Forehead ſomwhat 
large, and hanging out a Jittle, His Eye- 
brows arched, and full ; without any in- 
terſpace. His Ears little, yet it was very 
remarkable, how quick. of hearing he 
was. His Eyes black, ſomthing inclin- 
ing to green: he had always a very ſharp 
ſight; inſomuch as he read the ſmalleſt 
Tetter without Spectacles; though, after 

that 


Cc 
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that fever mentioned, he ſomtimes put 
them on to ſee afar off, His Noſe rather 
little, than great. His Lips thin, and 
equal, ſave that his under-lip hung out 
a little, His Teeth very white, and e- 


ven. His Viſage long. His Beard well. 


ſet, not buſhy, nor great. The colour of 
his Face and. Hands ſomwhat pale, from 
his abſtinence, prayer, and continual 
mortification. This good natural diſpo- 
fition, and well-proportioned feature of 
Body, with a rare modeſty he had, was 
a repreſentation and figne of the great 
beauty of his Soul. 

This Man, whom we have here (or, 
to ſpeak more properly, God himſelf 
hath) pourtrajed out, being about nine- 
teen or twenty Years of age, forſook his 
Parents, Brethren, Kindred, and the 
Court of King Philip, with all his hopes, 
and fled to the Indies, above two thou- 
ſand Leagues, and, finding them in their 
greateſt proſperity, renounced all their 
wealth and pleaſure, and hid himſelf a- 
mong the moſt barbarons men there, on- 
ly the better toſerve and pleaſe his Ma- 
ker and Lord: and many having watched 
him very narrowly could never perceive 
in his gettures, actions, or even words,, 


the leaſt imperfection. 
I 3 CHAP 
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Of the well- governing his Tongue, 


F the Holy Ghoſt approves him for a 
perfect man who offends not in. 
words, 1 may juſtly commend for 

perfect Grepory, ſince, in eighteen Years 
familiar converſation with him, I could 
not diſcerne that he ſpoke one word a- 
miſs. Hereof I can give a very evident 
teſtimony ; for, ſince [ choſe him at firtt 
for a Matter and Companion for the reſt 
of my life, and this-meerly for his Ver- 
tuc, Without any hopes of ſecular inte- 
rcit, it is manifett, that T was concerned 
to-takecare that he, whom I choſe for a 
Pattern of Vertue, ſhould be unblemith- 
ed with vice. Beſides, I vias warned by 
srave and wife men to be wary and live 
very circumfpect ; whereunto I was mo- 
ved alſo by the deſire of God's honour. 
and Gregory's good ſince the Divine 
Majeſty commands us all, as much as we 
:an , to ſtndy our Neighbour's benefit. 
All this notwithſtanding, and the atten- 
£10n requiſite to ſuch motives, I never 
CIC: heard 
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heard a word worthy of reprchenſion 
fall from him aguint any man whatſoe- 
ver, though he were a Heathen, or He- 
retick : for, he condemned the Sect or 
Hereſy from many grounds of Scrip- 
tyre, and reprehended the vices,and fins, 
blinded wherewith they refuſed to re- 
turn into the boſome of the Church Ca- 
tholick, or took occaſion to ſeparate, but 
the Perſons he conce?led. | 

When they told him of any that ſpoke 
ill of him, he hearo them with great 
peace and calmneſs ; and the firit thing 
he anſwered was; 77 the firſt place, it v5 
certazn, this party hath a good wnteniion ; 
and preſently he excuſed him the beſt he 
could : yea he not only defended the Per- 
ſon, but the Fact alſo, of his DctraCtor, 
without excuſing himſelf at all, 

A grave perſon perſwaded one of the 
Biſhops of that Merropolis, as he paſſed 
through the Aarquiſare of Valle, near 
the place of Gregory's abode, to viſit him 
in his journey ; for, it would be a great 
ſatisfaction to his Lorſhip to have ſeen a 
Man ſo admirable both for ſanctity, and 
prudence, The Z:ſhop conſented , and 
went to ſee him. Gregory came out 
with great civility, reſpect, and humility 
to reccive the Biſhop : and, after they 
I 4 were 
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were both ſet down, and thoſe that came 


in his company, divers things began to 


be diſcourſed of, but Gregory was asked 
nothing, and therefore ſaid nothing. So, 
after the B:ſhsp had been there about a 
quarter of an hour, being told it was 
Dinner-time, he went away. Some 
days after, the perſon mentioned going 
to welcome the Biſhop upon his return to 
his Biſhoprick, and asking him, what he 
thought of Gregory he anſwered, that he 
feemed to him a ſenſeleſs Fool, He, 
wondering at this anſwer, asked him, if 
his Lordſhip had diſcourſed with him a- 
bout Spiritual things. The Biſhop an- 
ſwered, No. To which he replied; 7 
wonder not, that, not being asked, he did 
not fpeak.; and, not ſpeaking, did not ſhew, 
what he was; Which he evidenced ſuffi- 
ciently afterward : when, the ſame party 
telling him, how the Biſhop rook him 
for a Foole, he wasglad, and ſaid; 7 
ſhould have thought ſo roo, if Thad ſeen a 
man of my garbe, And this was not 
much for Gregory; becauſe our Lord 
had given him a moſt ardent love of his 
Neighbour ; which, he ufed to fay, con- 


| fſteth not in words, nor in ſaying, 7 wifh 


my Neighbour well 4 but in doing g00d £0 
him, and for him. — + X 
7 o : i 
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I never heard him ſpeak an Idle word, 
either in bcholding the Heavens very 
clear, and ſtarry, or in viewing the fields 
yery green, and flouriſhing, or in ſeeing 
the waters very clear and cryitalline, or 
upon any perſon's viſiting him, or at Ta- 
ble, or afterward. And 7 callnot an 1- 
dle word that, which the vulgar uſually 
terms ſuch, one indecent, or tending to 
ſcurrility; for, ſuch may neittier be 
mentioned, nor imagined in a life like 


. that of Gregory's : here 7 terme a7 tale 


word, as Divines and Spiritual men un- 
derftand it, one needlels ; and ſuch was 
never heard from his mouth ; for, he ſo 
contracted jand meaſured his diſcourſe, 
that words neither abounded, nor want- 
ed. 

' I will Tnote another thing: for the 
learned. It hapned, there were in his 
company many times Learned Men talk- 
ing of Sciences,wherein he was eminent- 
ly skilled, yet as filent, as if an-ignorant 
Clown, unleſs where he was asked, or 
for ſome other reaſons, which 7 will 
mention anon, This was generally well 
known; and Doz Fr. Pearo Agurto Bi- 
ſhop of Cibs in the Philippines ( famous 
in this Kingdom, not only by his Digni- 
ty, but for his Wiſdome, Religion, and 

, canctity) 
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SanRity) affirmed it in a Letter, prefixed 
to this Boorx, among the Approbations 
thereof, in theſe words, 1 exceedingly 
loved rh: holy,and my dear Gregory : and, 
if I onutted converſing with, ard viſiting 
of him , it was, becauſe, he not ſpeaking, | 
unleſs acked, and I bearing theritle of a 
Aafter, though ſufrciently necding that 
which I might have learnt from fo excel- 
lent, and ſo experienced a Seoul, poſſibly, 
my queſtions, and eenverſaiicn might be 
thought (by him] impertinent ; (though 
indeed of ſuch a Sel, as his, no ſuch thing 
z5 to be ſuppoſed. 

Thar which / moſt admire in Gregory 
is, that the diſcourſing of God being ſo 
commendable a thing, and divers dif- 
creet and Spiritual Perſons flocking from 
remote parts to confer with him, he ne- 
ver ſpoke to them of God, or of Spirit, 
er of Morality, except firlt asked. And, 
when he nſwered, though his Anſwers 
were profound and admirable, he utter- 
ed them without exaggerating or enfor- 
cing them, ina very pain ſtile, and cut 
off his diſcourſe, having ſatisfied the 
Queſtions, and his Neighbour's neceſſity. 
And, whereas many times ta the thing, 
which he anſwercd, there belonged hap- 
ly four or five more doubts, which the 

ſtan- 


EF 
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ſtanders-by again asked him, he would 
anſwer every one of them ſo protound- 
ly, and briefly, as that he went not a jot 
farther, than he judged was necefſa- 


A thing indeed very much to be re- 
marked ; that he, ſo eminently skilled 
in Hoiy Writ, and ſo exquiſite in Moral 
and Spiritual knowledge, fo verſed in 
Hiſtory, ſo well read in 5azzrs Lives, in 
the cuſtomes and rites o! forreign Nati- 
ons, and other things above mentioned, 
and, on the other fide, endued with ſo 
faithful and happy a Memory, as, when 
he pleaſed, repreſented every thing to 
him, ſhould be ſo upon his guard not- 
withitanding, as not to ſpeak at any 
time without being asked, and withont 
manifeſt neceſſity. Methinks, if E!:- 
phaz that ſevere friend of holy Zeb had 
converſed with Gregory, as I did, he 
would not have ſaid : Concepriin ſerms- 
nem retinere quis poterit ? A ſpecch con- 
ceived who can ſuppreſs? But, the better 
to diſcover his circumſpetion herein, I 
will inſert here a reprchenfion which he 
once gave Me. 

Shortly after I came to live in Sant a- 
Fe with Gregory, he told mc, upon oc- 
caſion, there was an Emperor, who, in 

| the 
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the midit of the Sea, cat only freſh meat, 
and, in the middle of the Land, made 
them bring him fiſh alive; whereupon I 
ſaid ; This was Heliogabalus, The Ho- 
ly Man replied : S:nce we condemned the 
Fatt, it were meet to conceale the Per- 
on. 
fe Another time, in a great rain, I ſtand. ' 
ing at the Window ſaid, [t rains hard, 
and immediatly a flaſh of lightening fell 
upon my hand, as I held it out of the 
Window : I told Gregory of it, and the 
pain felt. He anſwered : You are ſerved 
right; ſince you ſpeak, Words that are 
needleſs; for, I ſee that it rains hard. 
Having one day told me a thing , 
wherewith my Soul was much edified, I 
asked hiw, Why, if he knew it, he did 
not tell me it before; he anſwered : / 
ſpeaknot what I know, but what ts neceſſa- 
ry. And, on another fit occaſion, faid ; 
For two Years ſpace I ſealed up my mouth 
without ſpeaking, more than to ſalute mine 
Hoſt, whom I ſaw once in four and twen-. 
ty hours. 

And not only in ſpeaking was he care- 
ful to keep filence, but in Writing alſo, 
For, asto this, he never writ of any bu- 
lineſs at the firit hand, nor yet anſwered 
any writing, except either charity, or 

he- 
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neceſſity required it; and then he only 
uſed thoſe words which were neceſſary 
for the matter in hand. I have many 
Letters of his by me of five or fix lines 
apiece, and ſhortcr ; ſuch as that in the 
firſt Chapter of this Book. He writ 
ſome to Don Lewis de Velaſco the Vice- 
roy, in anſwer to his; and it was no 
more than to anſwer at the bottom of 
the Yiceroy's Letter ; 7 will do that, which 
in this you commend me, Which, com- 
monly, was the recommending to our 
Lord certain affairs. And, although Se- 
cular Perſons account this way of an- 
ſwerings (to Princes eſpecially) but rude 
and uncivil, yet, in one that was fo far 
from complements ans. artifice, as Gre- 
gory, and ſo wary in his ſpeech, it was 

great prudence and heavenly wiſdome. 
He then only ſpoke without being 
asked, when he defended the honour of 
God, or his Neighbour, or the truth of 
Sacred Scripture, and of our Holy Ca- 
tholick, Faith : but this too, when none 
preſent undertook the buſineſs. For ex- 
ample. If any one were. affaulted with 
any grievous temptation or ſickneſs, that 
made him ſeem to murmur in a ſort at 
Gcd, it was admirable to ſee how long, 
and with what picty and gravity of 
words 
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words he endeavoured to reduce him to 
the acknowledging of his errour, igno- 
rance,and weakneſs,and the deep Abyſle 
of the Divine Wiſdome, & Mercy, which 
under thoſe tribulations lay hid from his 
cyes, and the obligation he had to God, 
and to put himſelf into his more than Fa- 
therly hands. He alſo defended his 
Neighbour with very prudent reaſons, 
as we ſhall ſhew in the enſuing Chap- 
tcr, 

That wherein he diſcovered molt ſpi- 
rit and vigour was, 1n interpreting cer- 
tain places of Holy Scripture, from 
which, wreſtcd and miſunderſtood, He- | 
reticks had drawn their errours; and in | 


ſuch occaſions he was not ſatisfied with |þ 


alledging a few authorities and reaſons, |} 
but he enlarged himſelf all hecould, and 
alledged the beſt ſenſes of Scripture that F 
he knew, And, in thoſe places of Scrip- | 
ture, which the Hereticks ſaid contrae | 
dicted, Gregory uſed the ſame courage | 
and Chriſtian freedom, with all mo- þ 
deſty. For, he accounted this Scr:prure F 


for his tcue Mother; as having been F 


brought up ſo many years at its breaſts. 


cayap. | 
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CHAP. XIX. 
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of the Wiſdome he fhewed in his 4n- 
ſwers, Words, and Attions. 


E hearkened very quictly and 
peaceably with great attention to 
whatever they asked him, and 

with the ſame tranquillity anſwered, or 
forbore to anſwer; according as he 

judged it convenient, or neceſſary, 
There came to this Village to viſit 
Gregory a Religious Man a Doctor, and 
intreated me to prevaile with him to 
ſpeak ſomthing of ou Lord ; I did ſo: 
and the Doctor, to entice him (as they 
ſay) into the liſts, began with a multi- 
tude of arguments, and variety of words, 
to diſcourſs of the forementioned ſub- 
ject, After that the holy Man had been 
long lilent, I by ſignes requeſted him to 
reply ſomthing. Whereto he anſwered 
me in a low voice, ſo that the Door 
did not hear {being ſomwhat deaf) ; Ze 
7s more edified by ſil:nce, than by ſpeaking. 
And, though he ſtayed here two days 
and a night, he fpake not one __ to 
in 


\ 
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him of God, Whereupon, at the Do- 
Ror's going away, Iasked him, what he ! 
thought of Gregory. Hs ſilence, ſaith he, | 
pleaſes me much. And Gregory himſelf | 


aid to me afterward : Father Loſa, 7! 


ſee many talk well : let us do well, j 
If any, for argument ſake, or for try- 
ing him, did ask him a thing premedi- ' 


| tated arid ſtudied, propoling his doubt 


in Latine, he with great calmneſs bad 
hini; Tell me this #1 Spaniſh; and, after | 
he had told him, the Holy Man anſwer- | 
ed; 1tis fo as you ſay : intimating, that | 
they needed no anſwer. He uſed like- ' 
wiſe to ask of the Learned the meaning ' 
in Spaniſh of ſome Text of Holy Scrip- | 
rare , thereby to humble himſelf to | 
them, - E | 

To ſuch as conſulted him about going | 
to Spain, Marrying, or the like, be gave |. 
no anſwer at preſent, but that he would | 
recommend it to God, In which he dif- ; 
covered his ſingular prudence ; for, he 
knew, in affairs of that nature, it was fit, | 
that God ſhould diſpoſe the means, and | 
move the will to that which conduced : 
molt to his greater glory, and rhe good | 
of men: and this was the reaſon why he + 
would not anſwer, without firſt treating Þ 
of thoſe matters with God, for the fore- * 


ſand | 


* Ch.19, The Life of Gregory Lopez. 12g 
* ſaidend.. Beſides, he held it a thing not 


fo neceſſary, that perſons ſhould marry, 
or return into Spa:z, Though theſe, and 


* other good reaſons that moved him not 


to anſwer , he kept to himſelf, thereby 
to humble and mortify himſelf. 
Yet, when any asked him, Whether 


* they ſhould be Prieſts, or enter into Re- 


[;gion, and he found in them parts requi- 
fite for ſuch a ſtate, he furthered much 


. their reſoſution, that ſo they might pre- 
; ently embrace that greater good. But, 
- when he perceived that they wanted the 

* qualitics aforeſaid, he was wont to an- 
- ſwer; Iwill commend it to God. 


He was a great Defender of Rel:giowus 


- Orders, and of their Superiors, and Go- 
- yernours, hefore their ſubjets and do- 


| 


meſticks ; and ſhewed them the great 


- advantages that were included in Obe- 
. ence, and the obſerving their Rules, and 
; Conſtitutions. 


He made Secular Perſons underſtand, 


when occaſion was offered, the preemi- 
- nence of a Religious Man's ſtate above 


» 
2 
: 


% 


# theirs, and the great ſpirit from God 
| wherewith the Religious Orders were 


founded He ſaid, that God's beſt Soul- 
diers were in them, And, to this pur- 


noſe, he was wont to ſay, a Tree in a 
plate 
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plain Champion had need take goad root- 
:ng, but in the Forreſt is ſafeſt from the 
winds, 


when any diſparaged their government , 


% 


replied ; If you were in their place, poſs 


bly, you would not do ſo well. Who hath © 
fer us to meddle with the Government ? 


He likewiſe ever defended. Princes, F 
Governours, and Judges, both Eccleſi- | 
aſtical, and Civil,with great courage and # 
tumility in their Subjects preſence; and, | 


x 
| 
- | 


And, if they perſiſted, affirming, that 


what the Princes did ought to be re- ! 


formed, he replicd ; Tow ſhould tell them 


ſo: for, what good aAzth it here ? To ſome, 


thar thought themſelves Spiritual, yet 


were always detracting, he ſaid: 7 do | | 


ions, that judzeth, or ſpeaks evil of, anos | 


70t account him Spiritual, no nor yet Ver- 
#5cr. He was wont moſt commonly, on 
theſe occaſhons, to fay : This thing Can- 
a» be remedicd hece;, ſpeakno more of it. 
And, by his gravity, he added ſuch life 
and weight to his words, that a certain 
Perſon of quality, diſcourſing of the 


King's government, was exceedingly a- |; 


baſhed, by Gregory's ſaying only 3 The 
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King hath as ſharp an underſtanding, as | 


#1) 272 Spain ; and will you reprehend hm * | 
And the forcſaid perſon ſtill admires © 
the 
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the great change which thoſe words 
wrought in him. | 

He made another alſo, who ſpoke ill 
of the government of a certain Lord, to 
defilt, by meerly telling him : To dare 
not ſay this in his preſence, 

He ſhewed great conſideration and 
5kill in ſpeaking ro every one in his own 
employment, to the Husband-man, Soul- 
dicr, Gentleman, and the reſt, without 
taking any from his profeſſion. To this 
purpoſe he greatly commended the pru- 
dence of S., Fohn Baptiſt, jn the Counſel! 
he gave to the Souldiers, To be context 
with their pay, and do no man any 
wrong. 

When he treated with Spiritual Per 
ſons, leſt they ſhould (as often it falls 
out.) cenſure thoſe who went in a diffe- 
rent way from them, he uſed to ſay, that 
He was much pleaſed with the variety of 
Spirits ; for thereby God had beautified hts 
holy Jeruſalem, That #n the Spiritual 
courſe God was the Maſter , and none 
might make himſelf a Maſter to another, 
indging him, and deſtring to lead him the 


ſame way , in which himſe!f rs led by 


God; becauſe that way is good alſo by 

which his Majeſty condutts others. _ 
To ſuch as asked him counſel, what 
. F-- they 


conſiſts all perfettion, 
He alſo.uſed tv ſay - That to be always 
talking of Spirit was Xuk , and the temp- 


ration of Novices. And that, though one | 
had an Underflanding like a Seraphim, 


he ſhould not deſire to make it known, with- 
out neceſſity. 
He accounted it better to recommend 


his Neighbour to God, then to tell him 
of God; unleſs where neceſſity in parti- | 


cular required it, To thoſe, who were 


already advanced in Spirit, he ſaid: /r_ 


1s better ſpeaking with God, than of God, 
To one, that thought himſelf Spiri- 
tual, he ſaid : It were a ſhame to ſuch a 
one, af it were known of him, that he deſired 
ro live fill iz this world, And to this pur- 
poſe alledged S. Paul, who faith; We 
have not here an abiding City, but we ſeck 
one, wheretn we ſhall continue, And he 
perſwaded himſelf, that he who arrived 


to this might be already numbred a- : 


moos the Spzritual, 


When he heard of any very great and | 


miraculous things, he uſed to ſay ; [ had 
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they ſhould do : he anſwered; Love | 
God and your Netghbour : for, that was | 
the Royal and perfect, way, for all, from | 
the leaſt, to the greateſt ; and therein can \ 
be no errour ; for, it is our Law, in which | 


ra- if 


9% 
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; 5 rather have ane dram of the pure Love of 
: G od, than all this noiſe. 


Being asked once, whether thoſe who 


; are perfect uſed recreations, he anfwer*+ 
' ed, Yes, For, when one goes a Journey , 


he loves to ſee his Horſe eat, (ſo he 
termed his Body). But he ſaid; the Per- 
fet man, even in his recreation, kept a 
ſtraight rein over his Body, contrary to 
the imperfect. who obſerve no ſuch me- 


diocrity ; for, one while they immode- 


rately torment their ſpirit, another while 


ſet it be carried away with the guſt of 


Nature, 

Though, in converſe, it be an uſual 
thing for men to Jaugh at the careleſneſs, 
overſight, or raſh words of athers, or 
when one is troubled, flips and falls, or 
appears with ſome'iblemiſh, or notable 


deformity, he never laughed on ſuch oc- 
calions,but diſcovered that he took com- 


paſſion on them rather, 

When any afflited perfon came to 
him, he greatly reſented his grief, and 
applied himſelf to it, ſending him away 
cxcecdingly comforted. 

There came to this Village an eminent 
Lady, very vertuous, much afflicted ; I 
went to viſit her ; and, as. - I ſpent - 
vreat. deale of time to comfort her , 

K 2 _ 


could not in any wiſe. 


away ſaying ; 1 ar ſatisfied, I am ſatis- 
fied. ” 


When they ſpoke of things doubtful, 

and hard to be reſolved, being asked his 

Opinion, he anſwered : The Aforning will 

come, and we ſhak be wiſcr, Implying, 

that there was no reſolving of a doubt- 

ful matter, without taking time to treat 

with God concerning it : Yet not mean- 

| ing here, that he, by his prayer, ſhould 
$ preſently underſtand, and be able to re- 


| ginable of ſo humble a Perſon. By his 
j | faying alſo, The Morning will come, and 
{|| we ſhall be wiſer, he might intimate the 
hour of our Death : for, then the Day 


doubts. 

It was admirable to ſee the heavenly 
prudence he uſed in all hisactions. He 
heard Aaſs with ſuch ſilence, attention, 


Sacrament With ſo great, and ſo pro- 


all, 
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Afterward ſhe ! 
her ſelf ſpake with Gregory ; who ſhew- | 
ed ſo great prudence, or, to ſpeak more | 
properly, ſuch a Divine Spirit in quiet- ! 
ing and comforting of her, that ſhe went | 


" ſolve all matters; for, this is not ima- | 


j | [: þ pan 
THIN : ; tHe ; 
\ it! . > . 
j If | 


—_— 


ws. 
*" AO. 


i will dawn for the underſtanding of aſl] 


and reverence, and received the Bleſſed | 


MW. if found an humility, as raiſed devotion in 
[+ '} | 
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He weuld never ſpeak to any in the 
Church; but, if any urgent buſineſs did 


occurr, he went forth, and preſently dif. 


patched it, 


CHAP. XX. 


of the Valour and Magnanimity of 
Gregory Lopez, *' 


\ lewing it after an external manner, 
it ſeems a thing very impertinent 

to commend a Solitary perſon, 

ſo recolleCted, and filent, ſo poor, and 
humble, for magnanimous and valiant. 
But,if we look on it with a ſpiritual eye, 
and reaſon, each of thoſe things above 
mentioned ſhews not only great valour 
and magnanimity , but alſo very mani- 
feltly diſcovers the powerful hand of 
God. Who would not account it mag- 
nanimity, for a yong man of Nineteen 
Years of age, with ſuch parts, and natu- 
ral abilities, as we have ſeen, to forſake 
nis Parents, Rindred, Houſe, Country, 
and the King's Court, which he began to 
follow, and ſo great hopes of prefer- 
ment therein, and to cxile himſelf, and 
| K 4 rC- 


POACEAE us 9. 


- rn 


* > 3h, OY Oo ANG ate lt A+. AG Ae 


—_—  I-.- 


136 The Lifeef Gregory Lopez. Ch. 26, 
remove above two thouſandLeagues off, 
to live in a Deſert ſo dangerous, among 
the molt fayage and barbarous men of 
New Spain ? It is manifeſt enough, that 
this magnanimity was given by the moſt 
High. 

Now, in my opinion, 1t js excecding | 
great valour in ſucha yong Man fo to *' 
have joyncd with God in his heart, that | 
he never was known tohave ſaid or done 
any thing, that was not conformable to 
the Divine Will; and with all his might 
to have endeavoured that ali things 
what-ever ſhould ceaſe, and hold their 
peace in his intcriour, without any of 
them adhearing to his Memory, or af- 
fefting his Will, but God, and what was 
apparently cending to the pleaſing and 
zlorifying of the ſame Lord, Who could 
give ſuch vertue, fave that moſt power- 
ful hand? Since this is a thing ſo diffi- 
cult, that even to recolle&t himfclf a 
while to a vertuous man ſeems like the 
aſcending up a very [teep hill, or ſcaling 
an zpreguable wall : And indecd fo it 
was, had not Gregory undertaken this 
exploit with ſo great courage, ſtrength, 
and confidence in God, ſaying with Da- 
vid : In my God will Tpaſs over a wall, 
What a courage was here neceſlary for 
: 2 
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that in ſuch a profound ſilence, inconve= 


* ntences, and poverty ? walking fo long 


a time in the narrow path of Vertue and 
the Spirit, without being known ever to 
£0 one {tep back. Now, this courage 


F he will better underſtand who conſiders 
* and weighs the difficulties of this jour- 


- ney, the enemies that are in it, the bat- 


tels here offered, and the field they arc 


fought in. 
The Enemies arc the Devils, ſo much 


' ſtronger by nature ihan we, as the natu- 


ral power of an Angel exceeds a Man's : 
ſo that our nature, as inferiour, trem- 
bles before any of thoſe Spirits. He that 
walks in the path of Vertue hath alſo for 
encmies and oppoſers haful Men, be- 
cauſe he is contrary to them inhis works; 
and even God many times permits thc 
jult alſo to perſecute the juit, and holy 
men to mortify holy men, which is a vc 
ry tedious perſecution. But the ſharp 
eſt and longeſt is that, which a pious mat: 
ſuffers from himſelf ; whenby a divinc 
manifeſtation and light he perceives that 
every thing befalls him from the hand of 
God, who evidently diſcovers to hinz. 
that all theſe enemies and adverſaries are 
but Exccutjoners of the Divine Jufice, 
; Agginc: ; 


totally abandoned ; ſo that, to be able to 
faitain it, there necds a very great cou-! 
rage and magnanimity- 


The Battels are fo many, as our ene-, . 


mics are : very ſubtilly managed ; for,; 
foarc theſe continued ; for theſe never? 
leave fighting ; nor do our vices deſiſt 
from purſuing us. 


Nor is the Ficld wherein theſe battels| 
arc pitched a leſs argument of valour, to/ 


wit, our Interiour ; where the Spirit! 
wars 29Yainit the Fleſh, and the Fleſh a- 
gainft the Spirit, A very painful fight 


this; wherein he is no leſs ſenſible there.| 
of rhar gives, than ne that receives, the! 


wounds ; and the rebellious fleſh cannot 


be ſubdued, but by extraordinary labour | 


of the ſpirit; for, there enter in the po- 
ticies, and ftratagems of the inviſible enc- 


mies : there arc the blows , and the |' 


wounds. 
He that knew the pains that Gregory 
hercin underwent, and the gains he re- 


138 TheLife of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 20, Ch. 
doing, what they do, by the authority 1 
and power given them by God; whe 
the heavens as ir were become braſs to : 
him, and he finds his ſoul to be plunged 
in an Abyſs of tribulation as it were, and} 


turned on iuch occaſions (as throughout * 
this whole Hiſtory is plainly ſeen) may | 
ealily | 
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eaſily diſcerne, how couragious, and re- 
ſolute he was : eſpecially, two things con- 
hdered, Firit; that beins enilamed 
with an ardent Love tg his Neighbours 
he ſhared in all their tribulations and ca- 
lamitics; and intereſſcd all in his la- 


- bours, and Prayer. He was tempted 


” with all, being as ſenſible of their temp- 


** tations, as his own. Secondly ; that 
| Gregory did eat this bread of ſorrow ve- 
* ry dry. For, though the Divine Good- 
© neſs is wont to give Spiritual guſts to 
- thoſe that travel in the ſpiritual way for 
| eaſing theſe troubles, this ſtout Souldier 


never deſired them, but praycd God to 
with-hold them ; becauſe he would ſerve 
his King for his Majelty's own ſake, with- 
out having any occaſion to apply any 
part of his will and affection to Spiritu- 


al Conſolations. For, in his beginnings 


our Lord gave him the Gift of Tears ; 
which, for the reaſon forementioned, he 
beſought him to take away. He had 
lixewiſe a molt ardent deſire of ſccing 
the Humanity of Chriſt our Lord in this 
life, but, finding this defire did retard 
him, and in ſome fort aiminith his re- 
tenation, preſently he procured to have 
it mitigatcd ; contenting himſelf, that, 
when it was his Divine pleaſure, God 
| would 


would ſhew hica his Sacred Humanity, 


All theſe conſolations Gregory rejected, | 


becauſe he deſired to ſerve God without 
pay in this life, or the bearing his char- 


es; and therefofe he died fo well con- | 


rent that God led him by the way of the 
Croſs. Notwithſtanding the many con- 
tumclics he heard apainlt himfell, ſome 
condemning him for an Heretick, others 
for a Foole, others for a Vagabond, and 
the Itlce, he never excuſed nor anſwered 
for himſelf, but defended and juttified 
thoſe that ſpoke il] of him. 

Some friends of his told him on a cer- 


:2in occafion of a great uproare raiſed a- | 
Saint him, to whom hereplied; God | 


*arbid F fheutd arſſpate or arſtraft my 
Cerd weith thinking thereon, And, this 
id, he remained as quiet, as he was be- 
fore they toll him of it. 

An eminent Nobleman enquircd of me 
rhe itate of the Hoſpital of G1aſteca,and, 
after } had informed him of all, I told 
nim, thcre was a man there called Gre- 
#ary Lopez, of ſuch and ſuch vertues, ſpi- 
rit, and prayer, And, what doth this 
man (fajth he) in the Hoſpital? I an- 
fiwered : he was always in a Chamber at 
his prayers, and never went forth. 
Whereto hc replied. To ſuch Aa man 


could 
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ould 7 willingly give two hundred ſtripes, 
And, when we afterward acquainted 
Gregory herewith, he, ſmiling, deftcnded 
him, ſaying. He bath reaſon : for, an 1dle 
fellow well deſerves two khunarcd laſhes. 
And Noblemen full of buſmeſs can naid!y 
conceive what imernal exerciſes arc. 

He never perceived in himſclt any 
ambition of being eiteemed, or known 
and he many times reprehended me for 
commending him. He never carcd, that 
Viceroys, Prelates, or Noblemen ſhould 
viſit him 3 but, upon occaſion, diſcover- 
ed, yet with all civility and modeſty, 
that he was not pleaſed with their viſits, 
when not conducing any way to the ad. 
vancing God's glory, or his Neighbour's 
good. And, though the Holy Man mucti 
eſteemed the great picty and prudence 
of the Yiceroy Do Lew de Velaſco, yet 
he intreated him to forbear viſiting him, 
alledging good reaſons for kis requeſt, 
In the viſits made him by Noblemen,and 
perſons of quality, he never ſhewed an 
humble gravity; an afſured argument 
of the greatneſs of his mind. _ 

The Book he made upon the Apoca- 
lypſe, of very great eſteem in the judg- 
ment of wiſe men, the [:9uiirors come 
manded ſhould be viewed, and examir- 


£d* 


he wondercd that he could ſay fo much | 


with ſuch certainty, and brevity, that he 
had never ſeena man fo ready in Hiſto- 
ry ; thathe believed he had Supernatu- 
ral lizht aſforded him for writing that 


book: And, when the Holy Inquiſition | 
took that buſineſs in hand, Gr. gory did | 
not diſcover ( nor had he, as weconceive) þ 


any diſgn!t, nor would he take a Copy, 
or ipcalk a word of, it, as though it had 
been none of his work. 

Such was the greatneſs of his mind, 
that he never imparted to any his pains, 
or afflictions, nor ſought comfort from 
anycreaturc : though for the good of his 
neighbuur he uſed to relate ſome 
things which had befallen him in times 
pa't. 

He many times in the year ſuſtained 
great pains of th: flomack, and Colick, 
yet never complained, nor altered his 
countenance, er the decency of poſture 
he was wont to kcep in his beſt health; 
ſo that I knew nothing of his indiſpoſiti- 
ons, but by lis great weakneſs, or ex- 
traordinary bad appetite, Seeing him 
one 
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ed by Pon Pedro de Agurto, Biſhop of ; 
Cibi:, who gave this approbation there. Þ 
of; that he never ſaw a better Expoſi. | 
tion of thoſe Divine Revelations; that Þ 


LI ned 
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! onetime fallen away,l asked him; What 


"On ues MY | 4. » 


aile you, to be ſo weak ? He anſwered : 


Thave had the Colick withont int ernſſion 
: fifteen days together, Andby theſe mcans 


[ diſcovered his ſickneſſes; which were ſo 
great, as drew pity from one; and it was 
a great pitty and vvonder, that vvith 
them he ſhould, or was able to, uſe ſuch 
conſtancy, and auſterity of life. 

He had a fever very frequently, which 
he cured by diet; ſuffering hunger, if 
need were, three, foure, or five natural 
days : and he never kept his bed, though 
in great fickneſles. 

Whilſt he lived at Saz&a Fe, he had 
the Toothach almoſt for a year together, 
which I had never diſcovered, but that 
he twice gathered certain herbs in the 
held which he knew were pood to cure 
him, and at other times he could not cat 
for paine. Having once hurt one of his 
Srinders, he vvould not Ict a Barber be 
ſent for to draw it,but pulled it out him- 
ſelf in a very boiſterous anPfpainful man- 
ner. Such was the deſire he always had 
of finding occaſions of ſuffering ; for , 
perſons ncarly united to God utc to take 
as muck delight in ſuftering,as others Qo 
& caſe, 

Fhis. yaliant Man told me, how tic 
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Devil affaulced him once in a viſible 
fhape; and, I asking him, what he did 7 tr 
to defend himſelf, he anſwered mein} a 
thefe words : Ae- 'thoughr, IT could not do C 
a better thing, than that *} then was doing: | m 
So,le-ntinued ut with all my power; where-f G 
pon he vaniſhed, without tempting me viſi- | rit 
bly any more, - fit 

[ never heard himutter any Maxime | th; 
or 209d Sentence, which in time of need | Sa 
he did not practiſe. And, to this purpoſe, | he 
he was wont to ſay ; Miſery zs nor ro be in. 
deſired; but the bearing it with equanimi- © 1s. 
ty 15, And therefore he ſuſtained all e- I 
vents with ſo invincible a courage, and | tue 
conſtancy, that he ſeemed not capable? cee 
of change; fo thar, ſrom the firit day | on, 
that I ſaw him, ( now eighteen Years} we 
ſince) I preſently diſcerned in him a cer- | ſca; 
tain majeity and eminency, which I had} - I 
not ſeen in any other mar, Which con- | 'fo r 
ceir went on increaſing in me till he di- tan | 
cd, and augments ftill alſo fince his} -toh 
death , upon the Wonders which our | - thy 
Lord works daily by him. © ones 

To return now to the deſign of this| live, 
Chapter. What courage and magnani- liew, 
mity needs a Souldier, who of a poot 
peaſant would by feats of arms come to fi 
be a Grandee inthe Ki ng's Court ? How F 
much | 
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# much greater valour then necdsa fpiri- 
* tual Souldier, of himſelf poor and abject, 
n\ aSonof Adam, to become great in the 
= Court of God ? And, ſince we have fo 
: | much proofe, in viewing the Life of 
* Gregory, that at this day he is a Favou- 
6. | rite in the High Court of Heaven, it is 
- fit his valour & magnaninity be known, 
xe | that God be more highly glorified in his 
d | Saint; gathering and concluding by thar 
e, | here written the much our Lord wrought 
be | in him; in compariſon of which, what 
i-| is mentioned is as nothing; partly for 
e-| the care he had of concealing his ver- 
1d | tues, partly for the fear leſt I ſhould ex- 
le* ceed the brevity intended in this Relati- 
1y | on, recounting only thoſe things that 
rs were apparent, and which could not e- 
r- | ſcape being ſeen. = ; | 
1d | - Iasked him one day ; How he could 
n-; ſo much hide his Vertues, conceiving it 
li- > an heroical, and difficult matter, Where- 
115+ tohe anſwered me in theſe words, wor- 
ur | thy cternal memory : The concealing 
© ones Vertues- 15 not hard to him that hath a 
iis | Iodly Faith, For, if a man certainly be: 
-lieve, that all his Vertues ſhall be ſeen invhe 
{Court of Heaven, what need he care for. 
wrheir not being known in the Village of this 


World ? W 
| L CHAP. 


Ws rree— -— —— 


nn—————_— 
_ 


CHAP, XXI1, 


ty of Gregory Lopez, 


] fuk beexceoding happy, had Go { 
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_.Of the Humility, and Interior Povey- L 


8} 


imparted to me ſome portion off 


that ſtore of inward Poverty, which} 


he conferred on this his Servant ; whic| 
confilts in the heart's being ſtripped off 
all affection to things created, totally to} 
ſurrender up it ſelf to the love of it] 
Creator ? For, it may be ſaid in parti 
cular of this holy Vertue, that thoſe who 
practiſe, do ſpeak better of it, than thoſe 
that:ſtudy,it. And, conſequently,I ſhould 
better deftribe this of Gregory's, if I had 
ſome of it. What an excellent Pattern} 
hereof this Saint hath been, may be un-| 

derttood partly by what I ſaw with my| 

own eyes, and by what I gathered from| 

the Anſwers, which, upon occaſion, heþ. 


made to divers perſons, 


The Sons of Adam: are wont to be 
paſſionatly tranſported with the defireÞ 
of being efteemed more excellent and} 


worthier than their Neighbours. "_y 
this 
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this Gregory was ſo free, that he ever 
reckoned himſelf inferior to others, And 
E have ſeveral times heard him fay :; 
Since I betook.my ſelf ro Solitude, I never 
qudged any; I accounted all better , and 
wsſer than my ſelf; therefore ; except I 
were asked, 1 never Cconnſelled any, nor e- 
uer made my felf a Maſter to others, Of 
this all we who converſed with him are 
Witneſſes; and we have ſeen' by expe- 
rience that, for his declining to become 
a Maſter to any, God ordained that he 
ſhould be ſuch to many, From the 
ſame root proceeded that extraordinary 
care he always had, of cxcuſing very re- 
ally thoſe that cenſured him, And, when 
] one day told him, he had many de- 
tractors, he replied : 7 have always ex- 
cufed them, not in words only, but wito all 
my heart ,in deed, ana trath, TO 

From herice alfo, as from its ſource, 
fued his not defiring tohave his ſay- 
ings eſteemed ; and therefore he never 
purpoſely premeditated or compoſed 
the words he was to ſpeak. And he 


6ncetold me, to this purpoſe, that, be- 


forehe began his ſolitary life, he ſpent 
ſome time 1n premeditating the Reaſons, 
which he was to uſe upon a certain ſub- 
ject, and afterward he had ppt the oc- 
Ea ** em 
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caſion to deliver them; By which acci- 
dent he was advertiſed not to loſe time 
ia compoling ſet-diſcourfes, relying on 
God to ſupply him with ſuch as were 
moſt convenient in time of need, And 
our Lord gave him the grace never to 
miſcarry in his words; for they all dif- 
covered, that they were full of Divine 
Wiſdome : So that it was apparent, 
what the great Lord of hcaven and earth 
had hid from the prudent and worldly- 
wiſe, he revealed to this his humble and 
meane Servant. | 

Eight days before his Death, a very 
wiſe and devout Religious Man, his in- 
timate friend, came to viſit him , and a- 
mong other things diſcourſed with hin 
(ſecing his life in ſuch danger) he fami- 
liarly asked him : uſt we then go now 
zo enjoy our Lord ? thinking, he would 
tell him the time of his Death. But this 
humble Servant of God with great ad- 
miration anſwered; Doth your Keverence 
ask Me this ? It ſhall be as God pleaſeth, 
As if he ſhould ſay ; Can your Reve- 
rence, ſo wiſe a perſon, imagine, that I 
know the hour of my Death ? I deſerve 
not ſuch a favour, Wherewith the Re- 
jigious Man was much cdtficd. 

Thrce or four days before he died 
there 
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there came in an Indian Woman of this 
Village to ſee him : and, asI was talking 
with her in her own language, becauſe he 
underſtood it not, ſaith he to me Ob- 
ſerve well what ſhe ſaith : for perhaps ſhe. 
would adviſe me in ſomthing, Whereby 
I noted his great Humility, in thinking - 
more meanly of himſelf, than of that 
Indian; as conceiving,ſhe might inſtruct 
him in that which was convenient for 
him at the cloſe of his liſe. ' 
Men's minds arc wont likewiſe We 
buſicd mich in taking care about furtire 
events, that may befall them. A thing, 
Gregory was eminently averſe and free. 
ſr>m; for , whoever defires purely to 
ſerve God eſteems all ſuch cares as ob- 
ſtacles and hindrances, Therefore he 
never entertained defignes of c:anging 
hislife ; penſive whit ſhould become of 
him; whether he ſhould dyc of famine, 
or cold ; or ſhould be bedrid ; whether 
he ſhould live a long, ora ſhort, time; 
whether he ſhould co ſuch or ſuch things, 
much tending to our Lord's ſervice, and 
his Nejghbour's good. For, he knew 
very well, there uſeth to be in theſe and 
the like thoughts ſome ſecret temptation 
of the Enemy, if one be carricd away 
therewith , or at lzait ſome loſs of time. 
= And 
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And therefore, like a wary man, and 
meanly-opinioned of himſelf, upon occa- 
fion of ſuch a thought, he would always 
ſay : 1 am nothing; I am good for no» 
:hing : contenting himſelf with the doin 
what God in his holy Law — 
him, without judging himſelf worthy of 
_—_ matters for the future ; though 
he was ever prepared in mind for the 
performing in every thing what his Di- 
vine Majeſty enjoined him, 

Helived ſo void of care, and forecaſt- 
ingthings for the future, that he would 
not let others take care for him. For, 
when I went about to enquire and find 
out ſome other place or Town to livein, 


| becauſe the aire of this Village of Santta- 


Fe was not ſo proper for him, by rcaſon 
of his weakneſs and ſickneſs, he would 
continually fay to me ; Let none be ſolt- 
Citors for me - ſince God will rake care to 
” that which his Maneſty likes 

eff. 
' He preſerved his heart likewiſe void 
of all Cnrioſity, whether temporal, or 
ſpiritual ( into which ſome Contempla- 
tives uſe to fall) : whereupon he ſome- 
times told nge, that, after his chuſing a 


"bolitary life, he never deſired to ſee any 


thing of this World ; no not his Kin- 
OW TT ONT - ared, 
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Ch.2 1. TheLife of Gregory LopeZ. 15 
dred, Country, friends, or the like, 
wherein ſome Solitary perſons find difh- 
culty to maſter themfelves. Nor did he 
affect the ſeeing of Angels, or having of 
Rapts, or Revelations, For he ſaid, 
he only deſired to ſee God, yet this al- 
ways with reſignation, to be when, and 
how it pleaſed God; and the Trances 
and Extafies, which in this life he defired, 
were Union, and Conformity every day 
more to the Divine Will,and the accom- 
pliſhing it on all occaſions with all ex- 
aneſs, and truth, 

We diſcerned another thing in this 
Holy Man well worthy of conſideration, 
that he never rejoiced in any Temporal 
thing, nor admitted it into his heart. 
God was his joy; and his delight and 
glory was the doing his Divine pleaſure, 
and affiſting his Neighbour. As I once 
told him on a certain occafion the great 
eiteem I ſet upon this Vertue, he repli- 
ed; It is a ſhame for ms woo live under 
the Law of Grace, and have renounced the 
World, to value it : ſince Queen Eſther 
being the Wife of a great Monarch conld 
ſay : Thou knoweſt well my God, and my 
Lord, that, ſince I was brought to this Pa- 
lace ta this preſent day,thy Handmaid hath 
not rejoiced ſave only in T hee, 
| f. 4 From 


_— 


1 would not have refuſed the doing any 
thing for him, how difficult ſvever. Sol 
ſupplied him with what he wanted, vi- 


fiting him wherever he was. And, be. * 


cauſe he lived in Guaſfteca, I asked Alms 
three Years together for the Poor of that 
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'From the firſt time that I went to ſee | 
*him at our Lady's of Remedzes, it pleaſed | 

God of his mercy to give me ſuch a | 

great care of Gregory, that, if need were, | 


—_ 


Hofpitall; a thing, in thoſe beginnings, : 


of more difficulty to me, than one can ji- ! 


mapgine, And, to ſay all in one word, | 


from my firſt acquaintance with him, till 
he died in my arms (which was Eigh- 
tecn Years ) methought I could have 
been content to have: been his Slave; 
which he very well knew, and kindly re. 


ſented : yet I dare affirm, we never per- | 


ceived him rely on, or put the leaſt truſt 
in, what I did, or could do; nor that 
(notwithitanding all I did for him) he 


—_— 


ſet his affection in any exccſſhve manner | 


upon me. For, inall good things that 
he received he beheld God as the An- 
thor thereof , and the Creature as the 
means, whereby the Divine Goodnels 
and Providence ſent and conveyed them. 
So that his gratitude to his Bene- 
factors was grounded upon God, not 
EN on 


 * X PF ” ur ni SOR ETSST 


+ — (0 r+ 


Ch. 22. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 1 
on himſelf; earneſtly beſeeching his 
Majeſty to reward the good turne done 
to him, ſince he moved their wills to do 
it. 

| In the ſame manner he endeavoured, 
that , whatever good work he did to 
favour or aſſiſt his Neighbours, not he, 
but God alone, might have the thanks, 
So we often ſaw, that, when ſome went 
to ask him doubts, he did not anſwer 
them himſelf, but requeited of our Lord 
to declare them immediatly to them; 
that the thanks for that light might be 
given to God,not to him,either in whole, 
or 1n part, 
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CHAP. XXII. 


of the Exterior Poverty of Gregory 
Lopez. 


" Rom the time that he went into Soli- 
tude, and devoted himſelf wholly 
to God, he never poſſeſſed any 


thing as his own, To this purpoſe he - 


uſed to ſay : that, When any one delights 
in exterior Powrty , it is a ſigne, he a8 t1= 


The 
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The great Jove he bore to Poverty was 
the cauſe, why he invented ſundry and 
admirable ways of perfecting it. There- 


fore firſt, he would not hold to any cer- | 
tain mode or kind of Apparrell; And | 


ſo, in different times, he flifl uſed ſuch 
Clothes, as God ſent him. 


Sackcloth, 


he uſed all the time he lived. 

The Ground was kis Bed, whilit he 
was able to endure it without conſidera- 
ble harm to his health : afterward he lay 
upon ſome Sheepskins, till his great 
weaknefs and ſickneſles forced him to ad. 
mit a very thin little quilt and a cover- 
Ict. This was his beſt Bed ; which (as 
is ſaid already) upon my importuning 
him he accepted of. 

His Chamber wag very poor ; for he | 
would never (even when he was very 
weak and fickly) let any hangings, 
though but of the courſeſt cloth, be put | 
up in it. | 

He waſhed his clothes himſelf; both | 


The firlt E. F 
leven Years it ,was of a thick courſe * 
Afterward in Artrifco bis | 
Hoſt gave him ſome grey cloth to wear; | 
which was the belt fort of garment that | 


@ Ch 
C he 


becauſe he was very cleanly, and for a | 
neceſſity of his occaſions, He at ſome | 


times in the year waſhed his feet; and Þ y, 
Fd | he 


, 


+ 


: 


1 


! 


; | Ch.22.The Life of Gregory Lopez. 155 
: ' he warmed the water himſelf in the Sun: 


| he would never let any one waſh them 


* for him ; nor do we know that any per. 
| ſonever "ſaw his bare fleſh. 


In his Diet he uſed ſuch moderation 
/ and temperance that he never did him.- 
ſelf harm by cating too much either fruit 
| (though naturally he loved it very well) 
- orany other meat; only Purſſane and 
| wild Quinces, which for a certain time 
| he fed on, did him hurt. To this pur- 
- poſe he uſed to ſay , Poor folks ought to 
be very careful for their health, not to ex+ 
ceed in eating and drinking ; that they be 
not chargeable to their Neighbours. 

[n the firſt Years he eat no Fleſh. Af- 
| terward, converſing ſamthing more a- 


- mongſt his Neighbours,he eat what they 


ſet before him; yet this but once a 


| day. 


The Goods he poſlcſſed were a Bible, 
a Map, and a Globe; which (as was 
ſaid ) he made with his own hands ; 
and two other Books, that he had writ- 


; ten. 


Notwithſtanding this Poverty , our 
* Lordordained that he never ſhould ask 
| Alms ; as he at notime did, either by 
- word, 'or ſignes, or even by any diſcove- 
WH of his good life,which tacitely i is wont 
ro 
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Divine Majeſty was pleaſed to lead him 
this way, in him to lzave us a proofe of 


his ſpecial Providence : fince he ſo parti. | 


cularly ſupplied him in all his neceſhities, 
And, if for ſome time he let him ſuffer 


want of neceſſaries, it was, that, by in- 
creaſing his Merits, his Crowns might | 
alſ> multiply. How often in travelling | 
hath he come weary to his lodging, and | 


there continued without cating ? and at 
night lien onthe hard ground, and be- 


times in the morning asaine travelled le. | 
veial Lergues on foot, (for, this was his | 1 
cu*one); when none took care for re-| 
heving the neccſhrics of his poverty? | 


Anu 1 wonder not much at it; for, by 


Þis look Gregory ſeemed rather a Lord, | 


thin a Poor man ' How great was his 


hunger, rhir®, wearineſs, labour, and} 


t:ouvles, into whic' God brought him, 
upon ſeveral occ:fions ? This, I well 
know, was very much; yet 1s it like- 
wiſe to be tnagined, as to his courage 
and magnanimity,that,had God brought 
him into far more and greater ſtraits, he 
would not have gone back from his reſo- 


lution of Poverty : for he conſtantly kept | 
his purpoſe of not asking any thing, þ 
hoping that our Lord would relieve him; | 


as he always did, Per- 


156 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 22, Þ 
to move men to give Alms : for, the 
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. Perceiving the great inconvenience 


; and trouble, he endiired in my houſe, by 


not asking any thing whatever, I one 


| day told him: if 1 were wn meceſſuy, T 


would ask alms, to ſhame and humble my 


ſelf. He anſwered me ; Aur nor /. I 


replied : /Mcthinks 1 ſhonld dow in not 


' whkanig what 1 needed, when 1 wanted tt. 
| To which he anſwered : For your ſelf, 


you ſay well, and it is a good cumſe : but 


not for me © Becauſe God our Lord con- 


autts every one inhis particular way, 
In his latter years he necded a-morn- 


| ings a draught of Wine, which unleſs he 
| took, he was cxtremely torraented with 
. the Colick, and a pain at. his Stomack ; 


and, though I took care to give it him, I 


| could not always know, when he had 
| ſpent it. One day he looking very 


weak, and pale, I asked him, what he 
ailed, Heanſwered me : I have not ta- 
ken my draught of Wie theſe ſiveral 
mornings 5, and therefore have bin 1: great 
pair., | I began to be troubled, becauſe 
I had no wine in the honſe to ſupply his 
neceſſity ; but God aſhſted him fo op- 
portunely, that jult in that very inſtant 
a Friend of mine came in, and brought 


| us alittle Wine very g00d, 


He was ſo reſolute in his not asking 2- 


ny 
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ny thing, that I once found him making; 
necadlefull of thread out of a little linna | 


cloth; and asking him, What he did 
that for, he ſaid; to ſew withal, And F 


though he knew, I had thread, he askedf} 


none, 


Above Seventeen years before hi 


Death I had this deſire of giving himalſs 
he had need of, affuring my l1elf, tha 


this was God's will to me. 


Yet, though 
I declared my mind herein to him, he ne} - 


ver asked me any thing : at length, un 
deritanding by ſo many experiences th} 
way our Lord led him in, I uſed fron 
time to time to lay before him certain} 
things, which, I conceived, he might 
have need of, to take thereof what kþ 


pleaſed ; as he did. 


There was another thing in his Poverſ 
ty admirable; to wit, that it ſeems Godſþ 
would have this his Servant live on 6 
ther's leavings, like a reall Poor Man| 


And we often obſerved, that whateve 


PO 


was dreſſed purpoſely for him did hin 
harm, Of this I had very long experi|. 
ence : for, ſeeing him ſo weak and feef 
ble, I got ſome delicacies to be mad. 
hun; which, as ſoon as he eat, Hurt hip: 
health : and he himſelf intreated me,tha}} 
fothing might be made for his'own pet 


ſol 
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ſon. But1, imputing this to hisdefire 
of not being chargeable to any, and like- 
i wiſe of living like a Poor Man, cauſed 
i} ſomthing again to be made ready for 
{| him inparticular; and ſo it was, that he 


* plainly ſaw, by the harm he received 
ib from ſuch things, that they had bin 
1& made for him : ſo that he reſolved ro tell 
ak me plainly, it was God's will, that no- 
of thing ſhould be made particularly for 


him. 
. ] obſerved likewiſe my ſelf, that, if 
h& cloth, linnen, or any other thing were 
nE bought purpoſely for him, it did him 
inf harm : though, on the other ſide, our 
kf Lord ſo ſtraitened him by ſickneſſes and 
ht weakneſs, that it ſeemed impoſlible to 
| beable to paſs through them ſoas he 
rk did, And, when, in his laſt Sickneſs, 
ok there needed ſome particular things, he 
05 bademe not to cauſe any to be made for 
n{ him; but, if any ſent them as alms, to 
je} take them in good part, And we know 
mF not, whether his death were haſtened by 
i-j, the dreſſing fome things for him, which 
© were judged neceflary by perſons karn- 
: ed, and very good Chrittians : for which 
cauſe the Holy Man at that time was 
filent, and received them with pati- 

ence, 
c 


upon, ſeeing his Majeſty keep him'ſo 


ſhort tie4 up, 1 once told him: It will : 
not be ſaid of you, Bon terre comederts, | 
Ifai. 1. 19. He anſweres : It zs rrue: þ 


and, as God doth it, ſo I deſireit. And,in- 
deed, for ſuch occafions is the reſfigna- 
tion and conformity of Man's Wilt ro 
God's; when, on one fide God excee- 
dingly preſſeth us, and Man , on the 0- 
ther, courgeouſly ſuſtains fuch preſſure 
with alacrity and content, 
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CHAP. XXII. 
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of the Mortification, and ſuffering of T 


Gregory Lopez. 


E he Mortification of this moſt pati- : 
ent Man (bcing in a way ſo high, Þ 
that they cannot attain to the dif. þ 
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It ſeemed, God was his Steward, to | 
keep him from waſting in this life any | 
part of his Celeſtial Patrimony. Where- | 


na heats 
2 » 


cerning it who with their exterior eyes Þ h1 


behold things of the Spirit, and by them- |þ e 
ſelves judge of others) was the moſt | 

rare, and admirable, that. hath bin ſeen Fn 
by us. As ſoon as h@-went into the De- 


ſcrt, 
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E fſert, he kneeled down on the ground, 
| and, taking his Diſcipline in his hand, 
* like a ſtout Souldier of Feſ#: Chriſt, he 
| began to chaſtiſe and evil - intreat his 


; | Body. Buthis Captain, and moſt wiſe 


: | Maſter would not leave in his own hands 
. þ a buſineſs of ſuch impertance ; but told 
_ | him; Alims cinget te, & ducet, quo th non 


| vis, Jo. 21. Another ſball gird thee, and 
| lead thee whither thou wilt nor, As if he 
* ſhould ſay: Theſe Cords it appertains to 


. | me to ſtrazten : for, you muſt walk after my 
| pleaſure, not 1 after your's, Which thing 


| our Lord performed, giving him by 
| whole hanafuls occaſions of meriting, 


| not only outwardly in Body, by the con- 


tinual ſicknefſes he ſent him , and the 
: incommodities and labours he inſpired. 


: |. hin1 to undertake, and bear with a more 


- than manly ſtrength, but even inwardly 
- in Spirit, by other far greater pains, 
- wherewith he tried him. | - 
He began to exerciſe him inwardly in 
} things ſo grievous, and afflictive, that 
; the great Patience our Lord had giyen. 
' him was but neceſſary : and, though he 
engaged all his forces, God brought him 
to ſuch extremity. in this exerciſe, that 
not only he could no way bear a heavier, 
load, but alſo it ſeemed” inipoſſible : to. 
: | M hie: 
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him to go forward with that which he | 
ſuſtained. He told me, his Nature trem- | 


bled, when he thought on that Exerciſe; | 
#nd that therefore he had related to it | 
hone 3n particular : but,though we knoy | 
not puncually the things he ſuffered in| 


his Interior, yet, from the Anſwers he} | 


gave to thoſe that came to him with their | 
inward afflitions might be diſcoveredþ 
and colle&ed ſome of them, wherein Golf 
Exerciſed him. For, he anſwered with 
ſo many particularities, that all cali} 
perceived, he was a Maſter in ſuch af-| 
flictions, and were comforted to ſce hin} 
im ſo ſecure a Port, after ſo great tem-# 
pefts. And, when I diſcourſed with hinſ 
of ſuch interiour troubles, ſaying, they! 
were very painfull, he anſwered me;} 
Father Loſa, there are men that bear 
load thirty times heavier than this, When? 
may be gathered, that in troubles of tha. 
kind what he ſuffered was much more, . 
than what he mentioned. | 

For, he that had an enflamed defire 0} 
preſerving his ſoul pure , and always. 
employed himſelf in chaſt and ferven; 
Prayer, what an affliction and pain mul}: 
a troop of temptations of the fleſh caulf* 
inhim, and the images and repreſentati}/ 
ons of thoſe filthy things, which the De 
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Ch.23. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 163 
vil pourtraied out very lively to him,and 
with 2 worſe ſpirit and more wary gn 
than t:1:& recall ones themſelves ? And, 
though our Lord gave him grace to 
trample upon all this, yet he could got 
but feel great =_m and anguiſh in be- 

as hanging by the ſlen-. 
der hair of his own will, whereby he was 
in danger of conſenting ; eſpecially be- 
cauſe at this time God opens the eyes of 
thoſe, who are to advance in Spirit, and 
makes them better ſee the danger they 


| tare in, thar ſo they may walk with more 


heed and caution in the narrow path of 

Vertue. ge 
What afflitions did Gregory ſuffer in 
theſe occaſions, and dangers, ſeeing his 
enemies were not weary of fighting, day 
nor night, nor by reſiſtance were put to 
flight,nor by his vertue confounded with 
ſhame ? eſpecially, ſeeing they not only 
were about him, but within him, infti- 
gating him to evil, and oppoſing him in 
good. . Yet theſe ſo great and ſo dread- 
ful afflictions were to Gregory a joy and. 
ſecurity, ſince he ſuſtained them for the 
Slory of his God. . | = 
 Inlike manner he behaved himſelf in 
receiving the charge of the Arguments 
which the Enemy made againſt our Ho- 
M 2 ly 


164. The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2z, 
ly Catholick,Faith ; the impoſſibilities, 
ſnares, entanglings, and doubts, that he 
raifed on this ſubject, For, Faith being 
the foundation of Spiritual Life, the aſ- 
faulting it is a torment, as being inflict- 
ed by the Devill himſelf. This Gregory 


ſuſtained conſtantly, and reſiſted frong |; 
5. and, by his pro. | 
found Humility , made his adverſaries | 


#7 the Faith, 1 Pet.F. 


quickly vaniſh. 


The Souldiers of our Lord are like- | 


wiſe wont, in the like retirement, to be 
moleſted with the Spirit of Blaſphemry : 


though he that already knows bow ſpiri- |} 


tually to fly, and hath attained a delight 
i the Love and Praiſes of God, to ſo 


high a pitch as Gregory, gains always | 


advantages by this encounter, and ſafety 
at his enemies colt. 
In the Spiritual way alſo perſons are 


not alitle nor ſeldome afflicted, and mor- | 


tified with a kind of Deliquium or faint- 
ing, whereby the Devil ſeeks to ſtop 
their march :; for, the ſoul defiring to 
pleaſe God, and walk his way, finds at 
times ſuch a remifſcneſs and weakneſs, 
that it ſeems almoſt impoſſible to her to 
advance one ſtep ; and, knowing that, 
unleſs ſhe go on, ſhe diſpleaſeth God, 
and that to pleaſe him ſhe muſt proceed 
with 
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Ch.23. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 165 
with chearfulneſs, great is the pain ſhe 
feels in beholding her own inability to 
follow what our Lord would have her. 
Our Lord gave this his Servant the cou- 
rage and magnanimity, that is neceſſary 
for the ſuſtaining this with patience, and 
profit, and gaining the victory ; fortify- 
ing him with humility, and the know- 
ledge of himſelf, that he might attribute 
all the good he ſhould afterward do to 
the Divine Bounty, as the Fountain of 
all Good. 

The Perfect ſuffer another ſort of mi- 
ſeries, wherewith they are greatly af- 
flited and tormented ; which is, that, 
having attained to a very cminent de- 
gree of Charity, they grieve at others e- 
vils, as if they were their own. It can- 
not in few words be expreſſed, in what 
continual grief and affliction our Grego- 
ry lived, beholding the blindneſs of Sin- 
ners, the obſtinacy of Hereticks, the ma- 
ny Souls every day damned : for, it is 
this that ſhould indeed bereſented : yet 
he was alſo ſenſible of the fickneſſes, fa 
mines, injuries, warrs, and other calamj- 
ties of his Neighbour, as though he him- 
ſelf had ſuſtained them, 

It is likewiſe another affault of the De- 
vil to repreſent unto ſuch as aſpire to 

M 3 Per- 
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Perfection (in the beginning eſpecially ) 
how all the world will riſe againſt them, 


as it hath done againſt all the followers ; 


of Vertue ; and how they ſhall be per- 


ſecuted by falſe Witneſſes for infamous ; 


crimes, and ſuch, as they abhor; and 


how, if they had benefited ſome by their || 


good life, and example, all this will turn 
to Scandall, and a ſtumbling block to o- 
thers. And, though to ſome theſe ſeem 
things eaſy 'to be born, it is certain, that, 


when God permits our Adverſary to | 
trajten theſe Cords, he makes the Ser- F 
vants of God to ſweat for many hours | 
Since this is a far more rigo- | 
cous and ſevere penance, than that of the |: 
Body; though they ſeem to us to fit i- | 
dle, and lazy. An ample diſcovery of | 
thisdeccit our Lord hath afforded us in | 
Gregory Lopez; not only by the equani- | 
mity and patience, which he was pleaſed | 
co give him for ſuſtaining ſuch combates # 
and adverſities,butby the wonders which | 


cogether. 


he hath wrought by him, andin him, 


* One thing I will relate here, which | 
for its rarity did exceedingly edify me. | 
[ diligently obſerved for many years that | 
this admirable Man never repoſed him- | 


(elf in the ſpiritual courſe; and, though 
1 ſomtimes conſidered that his continu- 
oye mnt r ing 
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Ch.2 3. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 165 
ing the A of the Love of God certainly 
cauſed in him that great intenſion, yet [ 
was never fully fatisfied, till, in thinking 
on it, our Lord was pleaſed to open ny 
eyes, to diſcerne, that this ſo unthaken 
conſtancy proceeded from his continual 
Love of God, and of his Neigbbony for 
God's fake, I once on this occafton tell- 
ing him, You neither do , nor can reſt im 
the Spiritual way ? He chearfully and 


calmly anſwered me. Ut zs true andeed, 


that I neuther reſt, ner can reſt, whilſt ny 
Brethren are in ſo many dangers and trou- 
bles, For, it #5 n0t fit, I ſhould attend my 
own ſafety, leaving them on the Bull's 
horns. I will not do ſo baſe athing, If 
I know but one of them that is itt danyer, 1 
wil not reſt all my life long. 

That which I more admire is, that he 
never eyed any of the conſolatjons , 
which in the Spiritual Way God uſcth 
liberally to beſtow, obſerving the pro- 
greſs in italready made by them. Nox 
did he ſolace himſelf with the remem- 
brance of paſt dangers, and troubles, 
nor with the vertues which by the Dt- 
vine affiftance he had acquired : for, 
Vertues, after once attained, cauſe joy 
and peace. The reaſon why he rejoiced 
not hercin was, hecauſe he caſt his eyes 

| M 4 Con- 


he wanted ; nor did he deſire to ſtay by 


the way to reſt, but ſtill to go forward: | 
for,God would always have him acquire | 
new gains, climbing very craggy hills, | 
And fo he' once told me; that, in thoſe | 
three firſt Years wherein he exerciſed | 
himſelf in the forementioned reſignation, | 
God had made him aſcend very great | 


Mountains. 


- Heenduredanother very troubleſome ; 


and conſiderable Mortification, in two 
Purgatories as it were, that our Lord 
ſent him in this life. The one was of 
Love, his having the which I perceived, 
when he lived in Guaſteca, The pain it 
cauſeth perſons experienced ſufficiently 
know to be moſt extreme, and ſuch as 
have not got ſo far will not believe it, 
For þy the light, which God infuſeth in- 
to the Superiour part of our Soul, the 
heart is wounded ſo deep with love, as 
neither the ſuavity, nor the grief can be 
expreſſed. There the ſoul faints away, 
becanſe that, which above all things ſhe 
deſires, is not granted to her; and, an 
ardent, yet profitable, impatience ſeizeth 
her, which while it laſts, ſhe finds no 
eaſe," reſt, or quiet. | In this condition 
God ſomtimes inſpires —_—_— 
LJ 7 . 2 ; a Us 
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continually not on what he had,but what | 
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falutary Words, particular means, and 
inſtructions of true Wiſdome : the Soul 


| endures an incredible affliction, both in 
| concealing the torments ſhe ſuffers, and 


the jubilations, and inſpirations , which 
God communicates unto her. ,Where- 
by I underſtood a wonderful height of 
mortification in this Zo!y Mar : for, he 
ſuſtained this Purgatory of Love with 
ſuch ſilence , as though he ſuffered a 


' ſpiritual wearineſs, 


The ſecond Purgatory was of Deſire ; 
which conſiſts in this, that the Soul in this 


| life cannot attain that Sovereign Good, 


which ſhe knows : and it colt Gregory 


' nuch grief and trouble. For, as with 


his quick underſtanding , lively Faith, 
and purity of ſpirit, he meditated and 
contemplated the Divine Greatneſs, 
God communicated to him ſo great, and 
amorous a knowledge of the ſame 
Greatneſs, that he moſt paſſjonatcly 
longed to be poſſciſed of it. And, ſee- 


| ing that in this life by running after the 


odour of theſe Divine Ointments he ne- 
ver could attain to the Good he ſo much 
defired, he remained wounded, and 
orieved,as the Hart that deſires the foun- 


| tains of living waters, to quench his 
| thirſt, and cannot obtain them, Now, 


of 
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of this, becauſe it happens to few, let 
what is ſaid ſuffice. 


But that, wherein Gregory mortified | 
himſelf all his life long, and wherein he | ; 
ſuffered much (as himſelf told me) was, | 


in always following, as he did, the Grace 
of God : for, it is certain, one cannot fol. 
low Grace, but by flying Nature, What 
pains then, and mortification colts it a 
Servant of God to be continually flying 
from, and denying himſelf ? For, many 
tines Grace requires of us what is con- 
trary to Narure's deſire; and thereupon 
the one mult neceſſarily dy in us, that 
the other may live. Therefore , that 
Grace might live, regory always Jabour- 
£d to become dead to all Creatures ; 
whereas it is the property of Nature to 
live to them all. And, becaufe the ſeeks 


to be efteemed and honoured for her | 


good works, and of none to be deſpiſed, 
he endeavoured te hide his cxcellencies, 
and vertucs, and to be contemned in the 


world, as our Saviour was. And follow- 


ing Grace he ſtudied to quit the care of 


temporal things, and applied himſelf to 


the ſeeking, and ſerving God, ſince Na- 
ture inclines to the contrary. And, be- 
cauſe ſhe grows proud with proſperity, 
and is dejected with adverſity, Gregory, 
| | by 


— 
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| by Grace, was prediſpoſed for receiving 


| with equanimity and conſtancy what ſuc- 
| ceſs ſoever, without ſeeking to get any 
| intertour delight of theſe, and other ver- 


tues for himſelf, but only rejoicing at the 
honour, that redounds thereby unto 
God : of which honour Nature as it were 
forgetful, in every thing, aimes at her 
own content, and deſires all good things 
for her ſelf. All her languape is, 7, and, 


for Me : ſhe hates her enemy, rejoices 


at another's harme, repines at his good. 
Whoſoever ſhall read this Book , or 
hath converſcd with this Saint, will ea- 
fily under{tand, how good uſe he made 
of this Grace, in loving, and wiſhing well 
to thoſe, who, either through malice, or 
ignorance, were his adverſaries, and re 


| ſenting their diſgraces, and wiſhing then: 


all good for Goa's ſake, So that, over- 
coming himſelf every day ſtill more, and 
growing in Perfection, he hungred ani 
thirſted ſo exceedingly after God, that 
nothing ſatisfied him; he always was 
ſtriving to attain this Sovereign Good. 
towing with all his might againſt the 
ſtream of natural delight,and, ſwimming 
always above water, he laboured to ful- 
fill the Divine will and pleaſure. Such 
as this is the true, and elevated Spirit of 
#6 come tenet phy 
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Mortificationz which he in a greater 


height 


by many and good evidences. 


Having for divers days obſerved that 


Gregory grew very ill in this Village, be. 
cauſe I perceived him very weak, and 
pale, I reſolved to viſit him oftner , and 
ftay longer in his company, to ſee whe- 
ther I could afford him any comfort, or 
aſiſtance. I asked him concerning his 
diltempers, but he would not tell me 
them ; till at laſt after many days he 


told me the great and continual pains he 


felt in his teeth, and grinders ; acquain- 


ting me alſo with divers other diſeaſes | 


he had. ButT was not herewith ſatis 
ed, being perſwaded, the Holy Man ſuf. 
fered other far greater troubles than 
theſe : whereupon I urged, and greatly 
importuned him to tell them me. Then 
he was pleaſed to do that, which / know 
not that -he ever did in his life beſides; 
which was, to utter ſomwhat of that 
which inwardly paſſed betwixt God and 
him, ſaying theſe very words : Thow well 
kroweſt, O Lord, that I neither have, nor 
ſuffer within my Soul any Creature, for 
love of thee : and why doſt thou in this 


manner hide thy ſelf from me ? How canſt 
| | thou 


and Perfection practiſed inf 
San#a-Fe; as I underſtand ſufficiently 
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| thou endure to ſee me with ſo many mala- 
in þ dies, and, being able to cure me , doſt nat ? 
| but wilt have me ſeek the herbes, that beaſts 
| feed on, and , being able to heal me wath 
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a Fiat, will not do ir, Now, though I 


| am certain, that he ſaid this not ſo much 
| for his own conſolation, as for my in- 


ſtruction, and benefit, yet I remained 
ſo aſtoniſhed at his declaring thus ſom- 
what that paſſed inwardly betwixt God 
and him, ['viz. that he neither had, nor 
ſuffered within his Soul any Creature 
for the love of God: ] that I immedi- 
atly writ down theſe words, ſpoken by 
him. This happened on the 234. of 


\ March, 1591. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


ho 


of the Mortifying of his Senſes. 


O wonder, if one, who ever endea- 
voured with fo great care, and 
ſuch exquiſite and ſublime ways 

to mortify his Interiour, was alſo excel- 
lent in the mortifying of his Senſes. Tt 
is certainly believed, that he never went 
one ſtepto pleaſe his eyes with the fight 

of 


| the next Church, Nor could he be perf 
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of any of thoſe things, which arecom.ſ 
monly wont to ſatisfy and delight thi 
Senſe, So that , when he went onhÞ 
once living atGaſteca to ſee the Springs 
there, he told me, he did it meerly upon 
my importunity, and to content me. Be.| 
ing ſome Months at AZexico, he never 
went out of the Houſe, ſave directly to 


ſwaded to go to any Monaſtery 
Nuzns, though he was requelted by} 
ſome with much earneſtneſs. Wheſ| 
he came to Santa-Fe, he went out of 
/Alexico before day, without looking on 
theStreets,or the Buildings.Being in thit] 
Village, though he was much importy. 
ned to go and ſce a Garden, that belong. 
ed to the litle houſe where he lived, ha- 
ving ſtore of water, green plotts, and 
flowers, he never would in above fix| 
Years ſpace; only one Year he went 
down ſometimes to fetch ſome water to 
drink. He looked on Men's Bodies with 
an honeſt freedome, and free honeſty, as 
if they had bin Souls without Bodies, or 
corporeall creatures inanimate. | 
Though it be a thing ſo natural, eſpe- 
cially to men of a good underltanding to 
be pleaſed with /aſrce, { never ſaw 
him go to hear any, all the time 7 _ 
Alm, 
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+ him, notwithſtanding there was ſome 
x, near his lodging. And he often told me, 
F that, if the /4vſick, of the great Church 
| of Toledo,or all in the world, were but one 
| ſtepoff him, he would not go to kear ir : 
= but, if he were caſually preſent where a- 
«| ny was, he heard it quietly, and gained 
| Sptrit out of it. 


All ill ſmells offended him much ; yet 
he never had any ſweet ones, nor would 
uſe them : and, though Noſegays and 
flowers were offered him, he accepted 
none, ſave very ſeldome, that he might 
not diſoblige the bringer. He ſome- 
times, but ſeldom, took a Lilly, or Roſe 
of Caftile, becauſe, he ſaid, it was a very 
cha(t ſmell. 

As ſoon as he went out into the De- 
ſert, he reſolved not to eat for delight, 
but meerly to preſerve life : Which he 
obſerved to the very laſt, So that, 
when 7 urged him to taſt of a /eloz, 
or Figgs, (for, here theſe fruits are 
greatly eſteemed, and deſired) having 
ſmelt to the 4Zelon,he ſaid ; It rs enough 
for this year to have ſmelt this Melon, Of 
the Grapes he only taſted one , ſaying 
preſently, 1r 5 enough for this year, Of 
the F:ggs he took but half a one, and 
ſaid the ſame. | 


Though 


earn er EE nes — : = 
—_— KCAMRECESRLR ==; : Inn nn —— 4 Ir ESE URI ITE 


Thouph he loved Fruit very well, agd 
deſire to live upon it,becauſe(he ſaid)it 


was the proper food of Man, ſince in Pa- : 


radiſe he ſhould have bin ſuſtained only 
with Fruit, of which God created ſo ma- 
ny ſorts meerly for Man, yet, as hath 


bin related before, he told me; Fruit | 


never did him harm in all his life: Which 


waen 7 wondred at, he gave his reaſon: | 
For (faith' he) 1 always eat moderately | 


thereof. | | 

That which he fed heartily on, was 
Bread, the ſuſtenance of the Poor. Yet 
even in this, it ſeems, he obtained of 
God the finding ſuch mortification, that, 
for ſome years before his Death, he 
could not eat one morſel of bread, unleſs 
it were dipped in broth; without Salt, 
fat, or ſpices; and this was his diet at 
this time, tempering the bread with 
fome very light meat. Somtimes he 
would keep a bit a good while in his 
mouth; and, when 1 bade him remem- 


ber to ſwallow it, he anſwered me, / |- 


cannot; nor find a paſſage. He ſaid, 


one of the moſt troubleſome things to 
him was eating. Yet he highly prized 
the uſe of his Senſes ; knowing how uſe: 
ful they are to a Spirituallman,if he keep 
them well mortified, 


After 
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After the burning Fever he had,. there 


| continued on him a lingring Calenture 


Þ almoſt a year. In this neccfſity 7 often 


. OL WE Sor ORE 


urged him to make uſe of ſheets, but 
never could prevaile with him. 
I neither can nor ought to ſmother. a 


, very ſubtil kind of Mortification, which 


| 1came to know of Gregory's; for the 


A 


- underſtanding whereof it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that one of the things, where- 
with our Nature is molt mortified , is; 


that the Spirit makes no account of her, 


nor gives her part of that which paſſezh 
within itſelf ; depriving her of the 
ſhare ſhe was to receive in the Spiritual 


; Work. This preſuppoſed, obſerved 


for many years (wherein we cat at one 
Table, dwelt in one houſe, and flept in 
one lodging) that he never wept, ſigh- 
ed, groaned; ,nor lift up his hands, nar 


_ | -ſhrunkup his ſhoulders, nor uttered ohe 
| word cither to God, or to himſelf, which 


might intimate his interiour ſentiments. 


A thing which, in a man of ſo great af- 


ſetions,”.and ſpirit, might aſtoniſh any 
.one that knew what Prayer was, 1, won- 


 Gering hereat, ſaid one day to him: Tot, 


being continually united unto God, by. rea- 
ſon of the preſence of ſuch a Lord, ao nei- 
@ther gh, nor ſpeak,, but are-wholly abſorpt 
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4#n the Divine (, oodneſs. Whereto he an 
{wered me: That ts not the reaſun, Fa 
ther Loſa; for, truly, T ſigh, ana greanaf 
thouſand 1275 day, and almoſt contin Þ 
ally am talking with God; though thiff 
m:ntally, For Thirty Tears 1 have uſdf 
this courſe : and 1 endeavour net to gruſ 
Nature any ſhare m the feelmgs - whit 
#5 10 ſmall mortification to her, For, | 


have fornd how falſe, and treatherom ſu 


3, 


[ was not ſo ready in the praCtiſinf 
this Leſſon; but that, going ſomtime| 
into the Garden to pray, 1 ſhould forgeÞ 
my ſelf, moving my hand, or fighin 
ſomtimes; which Gregory hearing , k| 
uſed to admoniſh me, ſaying pleaſantly; Þ 
Father Loſa, give Nature now and then 
' bit, leſt ſhe dy with hunger. Yet he gan 
not others the like counſell, but adviſdF 
them to help themſelves with exterioſ| 
figres; becauſe, without them, rheyſþ 


did nothing. IT undoubtedly evheeive, 


* that whoſoever ſhall with a cand{d iften- 
\tioread the Penances, ahd Mortificati- 
- ons, mmteriour and exteriout, which arcÞ 


hexcrelated, will reſt convinced afjd ſa 
tisfied, that this Peroical Man went not 
into the Wilderneſs to ſleep, or be idle; 


 butto do, and ſuffer. AndI am certain, 


that, 
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| that, ifhe would have told other greater 
| mortifications, which he ſuſtained, a 
|. courſe of ſuch difficulty and vertue 
| would aſtoniſh us : it would likewiſe 


have bin very materiall that theſe were 


{ better expreſſed, that ſo they might be 
| better known : for, I confeſs, | have left 
| out inany things, becauſe 7 could not cx- 
| plain them, nor make them intelligible : 
{ but, by thoſe, we have obſerved, is ſufh- 
| cjently' diſcerned, that his life was all 
 Mortification, Penance, and Croſſes. 


[It remains now, that we ſee the fruits, 


| that Gregory reaped from this Vertue. 
| Firſt; ſogreat a Courage, that he was 
wont to te} me, He ow, through the 
© Divine Grace,with a blaſt overcame 'l emp- 
| tations, Secondly; fuch a dexterity in 
| fighting , that his Enemies, though ve- 
| ry ſtout, never made him retreat a ſtep ; 
| but he went always getting ground, and 


ut fo firm a confidence in God, that, 
ad he met whole armies of Temptati- 
ons coming againſt him, he would have 
routed and defeated them all. So that, 
for them all, how many ſoever affaulted 
him; ne never loſt the exerciſe God had 
given him, but, theſe notwithſtanding, 
went on in the Love of God and his 
Neighbour, Thirdly ; - greata Peace, 
a 


any 
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and dominion over himſelf in his way off lig 
combate, that never could any one per-F# re: 
ceive by him, whether in his Interior he 
were fighting, or enjoying ? He wasal.þ — 
ways one, and the ſame, without change, 
and in him was verified that ſentence; | 
The wiſe man continues like the Sun ; bu} 
the fool hath changes like the Moon : and} of 
he uſed to repeat it ſometimes. Fourth.| 
ly, by this his ſo great Mortification heF 
gained that, as one well exerciſed, God} 
made him the Elder Brother, as it wers, | 
to take care of his Brethren, and Neigh-} 
bours, and to fight for them; and ou} 
Lord accepted of his combates , admit} 
ting of them in the behalf of his Neigh | 
bours, as if themſelves had fought: | 
which 7 perceived fell out often, as ſhalf 
be ſaid in the Thirtzeth Chapter', con-þ 
cerning the Effefs of his Prayer. q 
All this ſtrength proceeded from that 
lively Faith he had in God, whereby heþ 
underſtood very clearly and diſtinctly | 
the greatneſs of the Divine Goodneſs, 
and Mercy, which ſuffers none to be 
tempted above his power,” So that he 
fought his battels with pleaſure ; I ſay, þ 
with a rationall delight : for this never 
failed him, And he was wont to ſay; | 
that to whomſoever God gave = = | 
's t,'F 
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| light, he had, as they ſay, taken him al- 
y | ready out of his ſwa ling-clouts, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


| of the Prayer of Gregory ; at what 
time, andwith what Exerciſes, it 
began. | 


; | Have many arguments and reaſons ts 
aſſure me, that Gregory began to 
uſe Prayer as ſoon as he had the uſe 
of Reaſon: I could likewiſe colle& it 
h-| from ſome diſcourſes we had upon this 
© ſubject, and from other conjectures, that 
| ſeem undoubtedly to confirm it; as his 
-þ telling me, That God had called him very 
” early: That he had never bin a Child : 
tf That he never went a ſtep back, Whence 
may be gathered, asa thing very mani- 
feſt, by reaſon of his moderation in 
ſpeaking of himſelf, and his warineſs in 
ef making known his good things, that he 
ef intended to ſignify, that he had always 
| uſed Prayer. He told me, that, when 
? 


he was a litle Page in the Court, he uſed 
| Mental-Prayer, and went on errands 
- | with the ſame peace, as he did at that 

2 time, 


a 


on by exerciſe iti]] perfecting both his 
Prayer, and quiet. 


peace and quiet in Prayer, it muſt be 


ſuppoſed that he began to pray ſome | 
years before he arrived to this ſtate and | 


degree. And, if the years wherein he 
had the uſe of Reaſon, to the time that 
he went into the Wildcrneſs, were but 
few, we may ſuppoſe them emploied in 
the exerciſe of Prayer : eſpecially if it 
be true (as we have heard, it is) that, 
before he came to Court to be a Page, he 
lived in Na: arre with a Hermite Six 
Years; as hath bin ſaid in the beginning 
of this Book, | 


' The ſame may alſo be concluded from | 


the great courage God gave him in the 
Court : for, though he ſtayed there two 
or three Years, wherein are prefented fo 
many impediments in the way of God, 
= he had ſtrength to go through ull, 

ithout $ltering his good reſolutions, 
Py OM Now, 


a 
\ 


If therefore at | 
Twelve Years old he had attained ſuch } 
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time , which was fix Years before he | 
died : and that he did not loſe this peace, | 
though Dukes, and Earles paſſed by, and * 
other things, uſual in the Court ; and . 
that he perſitted in his Prayer, notwith- | 
ſtanding this noiſe, as if he had binin a | 
Mountain : though afterward he went | 


w- 
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* Now, ſuch valour and zcal is teidome 
| gotten, but Ly a long pra tice of con- 


verſing with God. Thc rather, becauſe 
when A Carne to {cw Opal he was but 
Twenty years old; yet he came ſo far 
advanced in Mcntal Prayer , that he not 
only endeavoured to uſe it for a long 
time together in the day, but continued 
it ſomtimes travelling, otherwhiles 
writing, ſomtimes talking. And he told 
me, that, for the better attaining this 
Prayer, as ſoon as he came to Afex:co, 
he faited a Le: with bread and water, 
in the houſe of Lew:s Zapata, with in- 
tention of begging of God aſfſi.tance and + 
favour to employ him ſo, as he might 
beſt ſerve him, and wholly devote him- 
ſelf tro his Divine Majeſty. It is evi- 
dent, that ſuch ſolidity and maturity of 
Vertue could not, ordinarily, be gotten 
on the ſudden, but by long exerciſe of 
Prayer. Add hereunto , that Gregory 
was not moved to theſe ſo great works 
by remorſe of Con'cience, or the-fear of 
Hell, but God led him always by ways 


of Love. And what greater ſigne of hys 


long and ſettled Vertue, andof a firm 
Love, than the coming to the /zazes, and 
paſſing through the richeſt places there- 
of, which were /4cxico, and Zacatecs, 
N 4 " ms 
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the Country being in the greateſt pro- | 
ſperity for riches and honour that ever it 
was, and. he having, as is ſaid,ſuch parts; 
for the acquiring, and enjoying this' 
World's glory ;- notwithſtanding all 
this, in his Youth, fo early to renounce | 
all theſe vanities, to put himſelf in ſack-: | 
cloth, and retire into the Deſert, that. 
ſo God there might go on cauling ſpiritu- 
al improvements in his: Soul; as, he 
told me, he had received ro that preſent 
time ? Which, without queltjon, were 
much increaſed in Prayer, and Devoti- 
on-" Beſides, the Divine Majeſty , the 
firſt day he led him into the field in the 
Veſcrt, laid upon his ſhoulders one of the 
heavieſt burdens, and the difficulteſt Ex. 
erciſe in all the Spiritual Life : as in the 
enſuing Chapter ſhall be ſaid, And, 
ſince God layeth on a load proportiona- 
ble to ones ſtrength, the greatneſs of this 
evidenceth to vs the Vertue of this Yong 
Man. Which being ordinarily gotten 
by tract of time, and holy Exerciſes, we 
ray eaſily conceive that he had ſpent 
thoſe Twelve Years, wherein till then he 
had enjoycd the uſe of Reaſon, in'acqui- 
ring ſuch Vertue by means of Prayer 
and converſe with God; that, when he 
me toone and twenty Years of age, he 
CE Is: might 
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might be fir and able, as being ſome way 
exerciſed, to bear the Yoke of God, that 
afterward it might go well with him, ac- 
cording to that Bleſſing pronounced by 
the Holy Ghoſt , which he recited very 
often : It ſhall go well with the man, that 
from his youth ſhall carry the Toke of God, 
” TY, Gn TS 

He did not tell me in particular thoſe 
Exercifes-of Prayer, which he uſed in his 
firſt Years ; becauſe, as we ſaid, he never 
related things coneerning himſelf, ex- 
cept on a probable occaſion of benefiting 
his Neighbour. But I have ever believed 
as molt true and certain, that the foun- 
dation, and entrance unto this courſe was 
Chrift our Lord, ſince He nwſt be the 
entrance to thoſe that begin well ; and 
we have likewiſe heard from him ſuch 
go0d Meditations on our Holy Faith , 
and on the Life, and Death of our Re- 
deemer , eſpecially concerning his 77- 


| fancy, and Childhood, done with ſo much 


devotion, and ſpirit, as gave ſufficient 
proofs of his long uſe and practice in this 
kind of Meditation. Thoſe were admi- 
rable, which he ſhewed me the firſt year. 
he lived at Gaaſteca, on this Subject, and. 
eſpecially thoſe concerning the moſt FHo- 
ly Virgin Mary, our Laay,. And he _ 
clle 
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ſelled thoſe that deſired to prafit in the 
Spiritual L'fe to repeat the Roſary with 
devotion, nd to uſe all diligence to be. 
come very d- vout Diſciples of thig great 
HM jir: ſs of Santtity. 


| ter -_— 


CHAP. XXVI. 


what Prayer, and Exerciſes God in- 
ſpired him to uſe in his retirement 
a+d foluude , and the benefits he 
reaped thereby, | 


E: Regory went forth into the Field (ay 
JI hecalled it) of che Wilderneſs a 
month or two under Oac and 
Twenty years of age, as nzar as f could 
gather Concerning his manner of Pray- 
er, | can rclate ſomtaing of a certainty, 
fince he 'could not conceal all from me 
for the ſpice of Eighteen Years wherein 

I converſed with him. 

The firit Prayer, he uſed there, was 
thoſe famous words; Lord, here I go 
Trth oily to ſerie you, and not to have re- 
ard to my ſelf: in the form abovere- 
| nv? For he intended no flouriſhing 
complements, but with theſe few words 
to 
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to offer up himſelf entirely ro the Erer- 
nal Father, thereby rendring himſelf his 
Slave, that ſo all his labours and gains 
might redound to his Lord ; and this he 
termed, the not having regard to hunſeif: 
for that in all his works he reſolved to 
aime only at the Glory of God. The 
Almighty accepted an Offering made 
with fo good a Will; and the Divine 
Wiſdome hereupon undertook the 
charge of being Gregory's Maſter, teach- 
ing him that which was convenient. The 
ſecond Exerciſe of Prayer, he gave him, 
was thoſe words; Fiat wvoluntas tua, 
ſecut in Calo, & in Terra, Amen Feſus : 
hereby inſtruing him in the ſame Pray - 
er, wherein he had inſtructed his Holy 
Apoſtles. And by this Prayer he gave 
him for an Exerciſe one of the higheſt 
lcffons, and moſt difficult to perform, as 
containing in it all the doctrine of con- 
forming our Wills to God's, which Spiri- 
tual perſons term Reſignation : and this 
not in a mean degree, but in the higheſt 
perfection, that thoſe words import; to 
wit, that there be ſuch conformity with 


the Divine Will on Earth, as is ob- 


ſerved and practiſed in Heaven. 

It is very remarkable, that the Di- 
vine Goodneſs would have Gregory be- 
ſtow 
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ſtow as: much time. in'this Exerciſe, as 
our Lord Cbriſt ſpent in preaching : his 
Goſpel ; For all that pertection of his 
holy Doctrine confiits in the perfe 
practiſing of theſe words. 7 "Bir 
The diligent and amorous Diſciple en- 
tertained this Divine Prayer, and Lefſon 
with ſuch alacrity and courage, that for 
three Years together (a thing deſerving 
admiration) without tiring, or forget: 
ting, he repeated them mentally as often 
as he breathed, when-ever he was awake, 
So that, conſidering how little he ſlept, 
and his extraordinary vigilance, innu- 
mcrable were the times that he reitera- 
ted thoſe words ; Fiat voluntas tua ſicut 
in Celo, & inTerra. Amen Feſus. And 
he told me, that after a years time, he 
did not obſerve his reſpirations for the 
exciting his Memory to the ſaid words ; 
but the reſpirations now ſerved only to 
mind him for the making more intenſe 
and fervent Acts. | And I have likewiſe 
heard him ſay, that , unleſs he made 
thoſe Acts with Spirit and Devotion, 
(though otherwiſe he continued to make 
them) immediatly at that inſtant the De- 
vil aſſaulted him with a multitude of 
Temptations. And he alſo told me, that 
at this time, through the many tempta- 
tions 


Hy 
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tions that overwhelmed him, he could 
not take a Book into his hand : theſe 
words alone ſerved him for a Book, and 
for inttruction ; and therewith, as with 
armour of proof, he defended himſelf 
againſt his enemies, and vanquiſhed and 
ſubdued them, Having thefore tried, 
and by experience found the great effica- 
cy of theſe words, he counſelled man 
perſons to repeat them cuſtomarily wit 
their whole hearts, 

During the time of theſe Reſpirations 
his operations were ſo effectual, that he 
was almoſt always elevated, not minding 


any thing of this lifez and ſuch was the 


intenſeneſs, wherewith he employed his 
Memory, Underſtanding, and Will in 
this. Divine Exerciſe, that, though, being 
in it, violent temptations aſſaulted him, 
yet after they were paſſed over he re- 
membred them not. From this exerciſe 
of Reſignation, as from a ſolid and deep 
root, he extracted all his Wiſdome and 
Spirit. 

After he had exerciſed himſelf for the 
ſpace of Three Years in this Spirit of Re- 
Ggnation,his moſt wife Heavenly Maſter 
was pleaſed to advance him to another 
degree of Perfection, and by an interi- 
our Act he taught him, ow the ſumm of 
Per- 


Perfection in this life conſiſted in the 
practice and obſervance of thoſe words; 
Thou ſhalt love thy God with all thy heart, 
13118 and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, 
WM; and with all thy ſtrength ; and thy Neigh- 
NW! bour, 44 Thy ſelf : that he muſt ever 
practiſe this, employing all hrs Rtrength 
herein ; with one At of Love loving 
both God, and his Nezghbour, imitating 
thus God himſelf. So that he forbare 
the repeating ſo often, as formerly, that 
Act of Reſignation made in ſaying ; F:- 
at voluntas tra, ſicut incelo, & mterra, 
Amen Feſus : becauſe, as he ſaid himfelf, 
this frequency of Acts would rather hin-. 
[1 der, than further the continual A& of 
44 Love, in which his Soul now was. Fot 
| the ſame cauſe he omitted other Medita- 
tions, and exteriour exerciſes, which he 
{100 formerly uſed, that they might not di- 
| | | 11 vert him from his continual Act of Love. 
1 This Exerciſe Gregory cndeavoured to 
| purſue and practiſe with the ſame forti- 
We | tude, as he had done that of Reſignation, 

'} yea rather with greater; for, now his 

| ſtrength was increaſed. So that within 

a few years he became ſo expert a Lo- 
ver, that, he told me, it ſeemed a very 
difficult thing to him to forget, even for 
x.ſhort ſpace of time, this divine Exer- 
ciſe 
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ciſe of Love; and therefore, without in- 
terrupting it, he did ear, and tals, and 
perform any vtber actions, whether of 
Mind, or Body. 

With this heavenly emploiment he 
began to read the &:vie more than for- 
merly, which ſomtimes he read three or 
four hours in a day. And from this 
great Love of God he got that under- 
itanding of the Holy Scrip.ure : Hence 
he acquired an excellent gravity , and 
moderation in his words, a rare pru- 
dence and diſcretion in his anſwers, and 
counſels , that equality he obſerved in 
loving his Neighbour, and Himſelf, 
wherein he was ſingular : ſor, in all his 
good works he ever accounted himfſclf 
but as ore member of the reit of the 
World; and as much deſircd to obtain 
mercy for them, as for himſelf, Fiom 
hence alſo proceeded his great purity of 
heart, and in Prayer liberty, and domini- 
on over his enemies, and a ſcvere morti- 


fication of his Senſes. Now, in pray- 


ing he did not labour with ſuch violence 
and force as formerly, bvt by a more re- | 
fined and delicate Act ; Icſs ſenſible, but 
more perfect. In this manner he vent. 
on increaſing every day in perfection ; 
and that in ſuch ſort, that divers _ 

a 
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al perſons were deceived in their ſecing 
him addicted to, and verſed in,other Sci- 
ences, and Arts to ſuch an eminency, and 
exactneſs ; imagining,that this diverted 
him from Prayer. Yet it was ſo far from 
that, that in his laſt years he attained 
ſuch a high degree, that he told me often, 
his Inner Man did work, without impar- 
ting ought to the Outer ; and that he 
now reduced not the Conference he held 
with God unto Mental Words, but to 
another language, which, certainly, was 
no other than that of high affections. In 
fine, by means of this Exerciſe he ob- 
tained that excellent Unction with God, 
which he always endeavoured to 
praQiſe, and thoſe heroicall vertues, 
he poſſeſſed; and, to ſay all in a word, 
with this there abundantly flowed-in up- 
on him all good things. | 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


The Spirit of Gregory is further evi- 
denced by the Anſwers he made tg 
to certain Queltions, 


| Have thought fit here to ſet down cer-. 
+ tain A-/wers that Gregory Lopez on 
ſome occaſions made, that by them his 
Spirit may be ſomthing more diſcerned ; 
which, being ſo very interior, may by 

theſe be the better diſcovered. 

A Religious Man, both ſpiritual, and 

learned, one whom Gregory much valu- 

ed. and diſcovered himſelf to more than 

to others, asked him, whether he aſhgn- 

ed certain times, and particular. hours of 
the day, or night, to quicken his Ah of 

Love more, or make 1t more intenſe, in 

caſe it flagged, or cooled by converſa- 

tion, or doing offices of Charity for his 

Neighbour, and the comforting ſuch, as 

came to confer with him? He anſwer- 

ed; He had no ſet times, nor needed any ; 

bccauſ» there was no created thing, that 

diſturbed, or cooled, him ;, ſince hu interior 

operation was always in us oa 4 for, 


he 
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be had almoſt made it natural to him : that 
he never went back, from the perfettion of 
that Union, whereto God had admiited 
him ; but went always forward : that from 
this Union he had gotten woaatſoever ie 
knew; for God had always bin his 7Ma- 
ſter, and not Books : thongh it was a great 


C911 folation to him to ſee thoſe things Writ- | 


zen in Thaulerus, and Rusbrochius, which 
our Lord had communicated to his Spirit: 
and he was never ſatisfied with com- 


miending, and extolling the Spirit of thi 


Holy Mother Terefa of Jeſus. 

Another time being asked by the ſame 
Religious Man ; Sir, if you were a Prucft, 
what would you do ? He anſwered ; Wha 
T do now, He replied. How would 


you prepare your ſelf to ſay Maſs? Hef 


anſwered; As I do now, He asked him 


further : And how would you makefþ 


our -mento's* He anſwered him; 
2 ſo as I do always, Adding ; If ! 
were ſure to dy within theſe few hours, 
would do nothing more than I do. For, 1 
am now attually giving to God all that 1 
have; und more 1 cannot give him, winleſs, 
of his mercy, he beſtow it cn me, 

On this occaſion the foreſaid Rel;g:0% 
A1an(obſerving that at certain times as 
the Soul is loving God with all her 

ſtrength 
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ſtrength in great quietneſs, our Lord un- 
expectedly raiſeth her up for a ſhort 
ſpace to an height of denudation, draw- 
ing as it were the Curtain that was be- 
tween God, and her, and God him-elf 
dilating her, and making her capable of 
things, which ſhe can neither compre- 
hend, nor expreſs ; and,when ſhe would 
pauſe, and ruminate upon that which 
God hath wrought in her, ſhe finds. that 
now thoſe favours are gone, and leave 
only the affections thereof behind in the 
Soul) asking him again, whether, after 
his having received the like favours, he 
remembred them ? or, whether his Soul 
continued always in that height, to 
which God is wont to raiſe others for a 
ſhort ſpace, as is ſaid ? He anſwered, 
that, As #t is not in the power of Man to 
procure ſuch ſingular favours of God, ſo 
neither 15 ut in his power to remember them, 
or to continue any long time in them « and 
that he doubted much, whether there were 
ever any pure Creature ( ſave the moſt 
Holy Virgin) that always p:rſevered un 
the like ſublumity of Union, which God is 
wont ſomtimes to give : though, im the or- 
arigry Union ( ſuch as lus Majeſty had 
imparted to him) one might «ery well both 
conſtantly perſiſt , and emmently improve 
t, OQ 2 And, 
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And, enlarging on this ſubject further, 
he ſaid, Tha: Viſtons, Revelations, Ex. 
talies, 424 Rapts were not the rop of Ver- 
fettion , ner cenjijted ut therein ; though 
oftimes God is wont to grvethem, For, 
he works with cvery Soul atcording to its 
capacity, neceſſuy, and diſpoſution z ſince 
Souls rhat are perfeit, and expert in the 
Act of a pure ſimple and perfect Love, need 
not any ſuſpenſion of the Senſes, for our 
Lord's communicating much unto them : be: 
eauſe the Seiiſes do not hinder them, nor 
diſturb the Divine communications, And 
he had never had Extaſy, Revelation, or 
Kapt, that deprived him of his Senſes ; the 
which Senſes never diſtratted him, 

At another time the ſame Perſon dii- 
courſed with him of ſome Souls, that at- 
tained great pcace and inward tranquilli- 
ty, with a paſſive Union, as it were, and 
enjoying Love, which God gave them, 
Gregory anfwered, That ſuch were good 
ſouls, and i a good way; yet that Per- 
fetion and Merit lay nor ſo much in theſe 
Atts of enjoying, as in the Sonl's endea- 
vouring 04 her part to employ all her forces 
in loving her God with the perfetteſt man- 
mer, and att, that ſhe can : for, this 1s 7a- 
ther doing, than enjoying ; and that 15 ra- 
ther enjoying > tnau working, For , the 
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Ch. 27. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 1 97 
Soul, that perfettly loves her God, can give 
no more, than ſhe doth ; nor dotn God re- 
quire any thing elſe : ſince hereen depends 
oxr whole Law, ana Prophets. ; 

As | was telling him once of how great 

eſtimation and value, and how accepta- 

ble to God certain perſons were , that 

always employ themſelves in praying 

for the whole Church with a great zeale 

of Gods honour, and a dcfire of the Sat- 

vation of Souls, he ſaid, It was a great 
Perfettion, but belonged to few + ani that 

he un4crſtova, 7Jothcr Ifabcl de la Nati» 

vidad, 4 Nunn of the Mynaſtcry of the 

Conception i Mexico, now deceaſed, had 

attained it, To whom alſo, I hold for 
certain, was ſhewed by Divine Revela- 

tion that theHoly manGregory Lopez was 
continually taken up with this Exerciſe, 
For ſhe writ a Lerrer, wherein were 
theſe words : I am always in the Employ- 
ment, in which our Lord hath put me, of 
praying for the whole Church 5 as my Bro- 
ther a!ſo doth. She ſpoke this of Grc- 
gory; and ſhe was a truc Servant of 
God, detefting all faſhood, and very far 
from ary ſuſpicion thereof. 

In this Chaprer have been mentioned 
things, which in the opinion of thoſe that 
treat of and underſtand Prayer, and Spt- 
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i98 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.28. 
rit, are (for the confirmation of great 
Sanctity) above thoſe miraculous : be- 
ing more certain Signes thercof, than Mi- 
racles are. | 


9 —— 


CHAP, XXYVLI 


of ſeme other manners of Prayer, 
which he had, 


] O leſs wonderful height of Per- 
IN ſection and Sanity is proved 
from other ways of Prayer, 
wherein this admirable Man (whoſe con- 
£:nuall buſineſs was the perpetuating that 
Act of loving God, and his Nerghbour, 
and in this chiefly he employing all his 
forces) exerciſed himſelf likewiſe, with- 
out diverting his mind, bvt advancing 

rather in the forementioneQd Union. 
When any interiour combates pre- 
iented themſelves, he roo! delight in 
fphting them out for the love of God : 
and, after he had conquered, he likewiſe 
offered to him in Sacrifice all the Victo- 
ry,and ſpoils of thit V/air, And there- 
fore, from his cftin uſing to overcome, 
and, throvgh tne creat confidence he put 
in 
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Ch.28. The Life of Gregory LopcZ. 199 
in God, when he ſaw whole armies of 
Temptations appearing again(t him, he 
rejoiced exceedingly, as Huntſmen do 
at their prey, therewith to furniſh their 
Maſter's Table. Nor did he only offer 
the conquelts and ſpoils of his battels in 
Sacrifice to God, but alſo the gitts and 
ftrengths, wherewith his Majeſty enrich- 
cd and adorned him; making an Obla- 


_ tion thereof unto his God, and Giver, by 


a very profound Prayer, and very hum- 
ble acknowledgment, whereby he pub- 
lickly owned him as the Supreme Good, 
and Fountain of all good things, and con- 
ſequently moſt worthy, to whom al] 
which we receive ſhould be offercd up. 
So that, in receiving any grace or gifr, 
Gregory preſently with a clear light of 
Underſtanding, and great fervour of 
Charity, without ſtaying upon the gift, 
went with it to our Lord, deiiring he 
ſhould enjoy all that he had ; with ſuch 
fidelity did he love his God. And on 
ſuch occaſions he uſed to repeat that ſen- 
tence of the W:ſe ſan: Many men are 
fraled merciful ; but a faithful man who can 
find ? Prov. 20. 6. 

He was wont alſo to offer up to the 
Eternal Father the Life, Paſſion , and 
Death of 7eſe«s ©hrift, his Son, and our 
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200 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.28, 
Redeemer. Which Oblation he made 
ſomtimes for all the World, at other 
times for particular perſons, or things; 
as he underſtood it to be the Will of 
God. And to this Sacr:{ce, or Spiritual 
Maſs, he attributed much efficacy. As 
I was difcourſing with him thereof one 
day, he told me, Co4 had in the World 
thouſands of Prieſts, who many times 
made this Oblation ſpiritually : and that he 
frequented two ſorts of ſpiritual Communi» 
ons, One, conſiſting in an ardent Veſire of 
recetving Sacramentally Chriſt our Lord - 
the other, in an intenſe Deſire of recerving 
im himſelf the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; makng himſelf a living, and pure 
Temple of the moſt Holy Trinity ; and 
giving It attually lodging in his Heart, 
there to live, and abide for ever, 

I asked him one day, how he did ex- 
erciſe the Love of God and his Nervh- 
bour ;, and he anſwered me; that only 
by repeating certain Verſes of David; 

{ſuch as, Prarſe the Lord all ye Nations, 

praiſe him all ye People.----Blcſs the Lord 

all ye works of the Lord; pra'ſe him, and 
glorify him for evcr,-----Ler all the Earth 
adore, and bleſs thee, O Lord, Where. 
with I remained not only ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed, but likewiie much affected to 
” | | fe 
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ſo good a Manner of Prayer, io compre- 
henſive, and ferverous. 

He hadalſo a great care to pray for 
our Holy Mother the Church, for its in- 
creaſe, and for the advancing of the Ho- 
ly Catholick Faith throughout all King- 
domes. He prayed alſo with great in- 
ſtance for hainous Simncrsz and he ſaid, 
this Praycr was very acceptable to our 
Lord ; relating to this purpoſe that 
which had paſſed bet ixt Sar Carha- 
137e of Szena, and our Saviour; to wit, 
that ſhe, praying to him earneſtly for 
thoſe in Mortal hn, heard from his Di- 
vine Mouth ; For theſe I intreat thee to 
pray to Me. And he uſed with much 
tenderneſs and compaſſion to repeat 
theſe words, when there was- any dil- 
courſe of Sinncrs. Ed. 

To the ſame purpoſe, and with the 
ſame ſpirit, he related an Example, 
which S. Dionyſus the Areopayrte in his 
eighth Epiſtle to Demophilin: affirms, he 
heard from the mouth of S. Carprs the 
B:iſhxp; towhom God, for his great pu- 
rity and ſimplicity of Soul, revealed ma- 
ny things; and it was this :- The faid 
Carpus, underitanding that a certain I- 
dolatcr had perverted a Chriſtian, and 
made him apoitatize from the Faith , 

Srew 
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grew ſo incenſed againſt them both, that 
he carneitly beſought God to take them 
away trom the face of the earth, unable 
to endure that ſuch wicked men ſhould 
live therein, having perverted the way 
of our Lord.  Whereupon Carpus look- 
ing up to Heaven ſaw Feſrs Chriſt there 
fitting with innumerable Angels and 
Saints: then looking down immediatly 
on the earth, as it. were through the 
mouth of a deep Well, or Pit, he diſco- 
vercd Hell, and its torments; and there 
upon the pit's brink itood thoſe two 
wicked Perfons, whom he had prayed 
againſt, ſtaggering as ready tofall, and 
trembling in a pitiful manner, becauſe 
thoſe infernal Serpents ſought to faſten 
on them, and pull them in. Carpss was 
told, he ſhould do well to pray for them, 
that they might eſcape thoſe fo dreadfu] 
torments; yethe did it not; but defired 
God to let them fall into that Pit. When, 
lifting up bis eyes again to Heaven, he 
ſaw the moſt Mild 7:/us, who, moved 
with pity, roſe up, and offere4 them his 
Hand to free them, yea and ſent his An- 
gels alſo to help them, Then, turning 
himſelf to Carpzs, ſail our Lord + 0 
Carpus, 1 am rcay to ſuffer a1ain for 
Aten's ſakg, See, war you would like 
7, 
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zo be eternally in this ſame Hell , and paſs 


your life among theſe Serpents, and conti- 


ne deprived of the joys of God, and of the 


ſociety of his Angels, and Saints. He 


made uſe of ſuch Examples, to acquire, 
and to teach, this ſpirit of Zeſ#s Ch, 1/e. 

He uſed alſo an amorous and powctr- 
ful importunity with God by his Pray. 
ers, that his Divine Majeſty would at- 
tract unto himſelf all People, and Nati-. 
ons, converting and cauſing them to cn- 
ter into the Boſome of the Church ; and 
that he would reduce the Fews, and He- 
reticks to the Holy Catholick Faith, 
Which yet he did without ever diſifting 
from that ACt of the Love of God, we 
have ſpoken of. 

All his ſolicitude and intercciſion in 
praying for his Neighbours was , that 
God's W:ll might be fulfilled in them on 
Farth, as it was in Heaven; and from 
all things he took occaſion to make this 
Prayer, Ifhe heard ſay, that the King, 
for his great Power, and Juſtice, was 
feared and reverenced, and poſſeſſed his 
Kingdoms in Pezce, he ſtraight turned 
him to: God, and cried: Tho: art all-« 
powerful, and all-ji:73 0 Lara Ic p 
thee, and reverence ther, and nofſeſs all 
Hats ny At7 ume it Peace, [If he heard 

that 
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204. The Life of Gregory Lop:z. Ch. 28, 
that a Father, for his goodneſs, was be 
loved of his Sons, he preſently ſpake 


thus to God; Father, and Fountain of | 


all good things, let all thy Sons ove Thee, 
When he conlidered how a Gardiner en- 


deavourcd that all his Trees ſhould bear | 
fruit, he immediatly turned him to the | 


Crcaror of ail, ſaying: Let none of thy 
C: catures, O Lord, periſh; but let all 
yield their fruit in ws proper ſeaſon, It 
great Wars, and flaughters were report- 
ed to him, he lifted up his heart to God, 


ſaying : Tour Sons, aud my Brethren, | 


whom you ſo much enjoyn me to love, ſee, 
Father, how they behave themſelves. And, 
to ſpeak in brief, all the good , and evil 
accidents in the Univerſe to him were 
Moriv: s of /raycy. 

Several times he told mie, that what- 
ever was in the World he faw irall u- 
nited into one point in God, witiout 
ling any Diſcourſe, Which muit be by 
ſome great light of Cuntemplation, that 
he reccived in certain occ2fions ; from 
whence ſormw hat may be collected -of 
the ſublimity of his Prayer, anl how e- 
levated and conformable his Soul was 
with God, fince he had the whol» World 
abbridged in his mind, and by ſo ſpecial 
a light reduced it all to an Unity, ſo to 
offer it unto tlic ſame Lord, He 
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He defired much that his Neighbours 
ſhould not ceaſe amidit their external 
works to be praying to God; becauſe, 
being experienced, he underſtood the 
creat advantages cont1ined thercin. 


' And for this Vertue he uſed to commend 


the Macchavees, who, engaged in ſuch 
fierce battels, as in the Yorks of their 
Hiſtory are recorded, continued fighting 
with their hands, and at the ſame tine 
praying in their hearts, 

He uſed another way of praying wor- - 
thy the learning, and imitating ; which 
was, that, cvery time he was to ſpeak, 
anſwer, or defirc any thing, he raiſed 
his ſpirit to God by Mental Prayer, im- 
ploring the Divine Grace, that it might 
ſucceed well, To this purpoſe-he was 
wont to rclate that which befel] Vehe- 
mias with Artaxerxes; as 18 written in 
the ſecond Chapter of the Second Buck of 
Eſadras, For, when that Great Mo- 
narch asked his Cup- bearer \ chrmas, 
what it was that he deſired, the Sacred 
Writ ſaith, that, before he ſpake, /Ze 
made his Prayer to the God of Heaven. 
Whereupon he obtained of the Kg all 
that he requetted, 

le was exceedingly devoted to the 
Pater %oſter, becauſ2 he was taught it 


by 
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by our Lord; and he reaped great bene. 
fits by it : and to moſt of the Petitions he 
annexed thefe Words, As i Heaven, ſo 
za Earth : as when it is ſaid Hallowed be 
thy Name; he added, As in Heaven, ſy 
on Earth, For, hereby he ſhewed the 

eale he had of God's Glory. And, as 
many Servants of God, to attract others 
to good, and excite them to God's ſer- 
vice, do write Letters, go Journies, and 
perform other pious works, Gregory, in 
itead of rheſe offices, when he would 
help any one, and relieve him in any 
neceſſity, betook him preſently to his 
Prayer, to treat the buſineſs with our 
Lord. For he well knew, that the ac- 
complithment of all good was to deſcend 
from Him : and by this means he 
wrought wonderful effects. And he 
tol4 me, Ur zs munch better negociaring 
with God, tha: with Men. Yet thoſe, 
who asked his counſel by word, or wri- 
ting, he anſwered, thereafter as he judg- 
cd neceſſary tor their good, and the glo- 
ry of God ; to whom he rendred thanks, 
that he had, likewiſe, in his Church Per- 


ſons, who by theſe exteriour ways affit- 


ed their Neighbours: 


CHAP, 


Ch 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


of the Manner of his Habitation, an4 
Manjon 2» God. 


] Have deferred, as much as I could, the 

writing of the Manner how Gregory 
lived in Ged, expecting always a greater 
light from his divine ſpirit, to be able to 
declare a thing ſo important. This Man- 
ner was not by Extafzes, or Rapts : Yet 
his V0 ever ſeemed to me immediate; 
fince his Will with a great intenſion, dif- 
engacement and nakedneſs, looked only 
at God; ind this kind of Union was 
manifeſtly diſcerned by the great fruits it 
always left in him, | 

This Manſion, methinks, I may call 
by no other Name, than a Transfourma- 
7707 into God : becauſe the Soxl in this e- 
ſtate is wholly out of itſelf, and wholly 
in God, according to what the Apo/tle 
faid: Je, yet now not I, but Chrit 
liveth in me , Gal. 2. 20. And ſo it is, 
that all we, that beheld his Life, and Per- 
ſon, ever thought him a Repreſentation 


of Chriſt ; and therefore we termed him, 
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A Man truly Crucificd to the World : for 
he eitcemed only the Life Spiritual. 
Whereupon, when very Spiritual Per- 
ſons diſcourſed with him, he invited 
them to ſuch a Transformation, uſing 
thoſe Words of S. Foha, God gave then: 
power, to be mage the Sons of God, to theſe, 
that believe in his name + wijo are not b: ry 
of fi:ſh and blood, nor of the will of Man, 
but of God , Fe. 1.12,13, And I am 
confident concerning this Transformation 
of Gregory into God that it was ever a 
thing much approved by all the Spiritual 
Men that converſed with him. 

in this Transformation, which I call 

Immediate Union, many uſe to have a 
great Spiritual 7oy, which is termed Fre. 
tion : becauſe Perſons thus advanced 
have not for ſome good time ſo much of 
pain, as joy ; being raiſed by God, with- 
out their own labour, to that moſt happy 
cltate. And this is that which is called 
the Spiritual Vim. There they are 
as it were paſſively with God, I fo 
term itz becauſe, thouph it be true, that 
in that Union the Soul always acts, yet 
this is not ſo much by way of inquihtion, 

as of poſſeſſion : for, it exerciſes not ſo 

much the act of deſiring, as that of poſ. 
ſeſſing and enjoying. 
This 
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This Paſſive kind of Unjon I know not 
that Gregory ever had, from the time 
that he went into the Deſert : for our 
Lord did not beſtow himfelf ſo abun- 
dantly on him, that he did not every 
day defire Him more. And therefore 
he entertained himſelf not ſo much in 
the enjoying what was given him, as in 
the new deſires of ſeeing himſelf every 
day nearer joyned toGcd. 

Saint Dionyſius the Arcopagzte ſaith, 
that his Maſter Hierotheus had the ſtate 
of Spiritual Reſt, and Fruition, which we 


have ſpokenof; and puts it down as the 


heighth of Perfection attainable in this 
Life. And all the Contemplatives are 
of the ſame opinion ; which was the on- 
ly reaſon that Hzcrotheus had the Sir- 
narne of Dzvime given him. For, this 
Union makes the ſoul one with God, and 


| moſt like to the Divinity ; which doth 


not work with toile, but fruition. This 
ſo univerſal -an opinion I on divers 
occaſions told Gregory of, above Fifteen 
Years before his Death : and, though it 
ſeeras he had experienced it ( for he un- 


 derſtood it very well), yet he accounted 


it better for himſelf, and more willingly 


| choſe, the ſtate of Action, and to be al- 


ways loving God, and his Neighbour ; la- 
P bouring 
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bouring therein day and night : and he 
ſaid, God had given him this Exerciſe as 
the beſi,and that he was to uſe all his forces 
Il riot io quit at for whatever delight, or fru- 
4 i 71107}, For he could not conceive, how 
6 in this life that ſhovld be more perte3, 
14 which had leſs mcrit ; and of this merit 
by enjoyment participated not ſo much, as 
| did labour, But I leave this Doctrine 
[21 for the Learned to decide, and proſecute 

if my intent. 

\l The Transformation into Chriſt, which 
I perceived Gregory had, was an ardent 
| Love, whereby he defired to follow him 
'| in his Life, and imitate him in his La- 


knqwn, that the moſt holy Life of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt was a lively Pattern, 
that we, imitating him, ſhould all of us 
effect the VVill of his Ererzal Father : 
and ſo he ſaith; [came not to do my own 
will, but my Father's, Jo. 6. 38, And in 
another place ; I muſt work the works of 
him, that ſent me, whilſt it is day. Jo. 9.4. 
Fr is alſo well known, that the Life of our 
Good Feſi:s from his Birth to his Death, 
was a continual bearing the Croſs of our 
ſms, working on it our Redemption; 
and ſo his whole Life was a ſuffering of 
labours, In theſe then Gregory defired 
£9 


bours, and Croſs. For, it is a thing well | 
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to imitate Chriſt, and in them did"; 
therefore in his life he had litle of fruiti- 
on, and joys, and much of ſolicitude,and 
croſſes, It ſeems likewiſe, that this not 
having many ſenſible guſts may be 
reckoned a Priviledge, and particular 
Gift of God; ſince, without theſe careſſes, 
his Majeſty beſtowed on him that, which 
he uſcth to beſtow on thoſe that have 
them : as may be ſeen by the Light , 
Wiſdome, Fortitude, Perſeverance, and 
all the other divine Gifts, he poſſeſſed. 
Hereby alſo it is evident, that God al- 
ways conducted him by manly ways : 
fince thoſe'delights God uſually beftows 


- on his Friends upon the entrance of their 


journey, when they begin to dy to the 
things of this World, and to live in God; 
then he brings them into his Wine-Cel- 
lar, giving them a taſt of his wine; then 
he imparts to them ſome light, and joy, 
asa pledge and earneſt of that which is 
for them in Heaven,that they may march 
on with conrage, ana perſeverance. But, 
when they are now advanced,and grown, 
ſtrong,he entertains them with an higher 
degree of Charity, which is to ſuffer and 
dy for their Beloved. Of both which 
we have cxample in the Holy Apoſtles.: 
and whoever (hall have read OY 
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what we have written above will alſo 
clearly ſee, that this Exerciſe of the 
createlt Charity, which makes one ſuffer 
and dy for his Beloved, was the whole 
Life of this Holy Man. So that it wasa 
thing notorious, and evident to all ug 
who converſed with him, that this ſo in- 
t-nſe an Exerciſc of loving God with all 
his ſtrength cauſed all thoſe weakneſſes, 
pains, and fſickneſſes in him; and he well 
percciving this in himſelf went on dying 
chearfully for his Zeloved. To this pur- 
poſe, relating ſomtimes the great pains 
he had ſuſtained, he ſaid to me 2: The m1 
eeriall AMartyrdome of Whips, Tron-hooks, 
Firc, and Sword, be it never ſo great, 
pafſeth away in a ſhort time : But, beſides 
theſe, Ged hath in Heaven Spiritual Mar- 
tyrs cf great eminency, He recounted 
the Lives of many Saznrs greatly honour. 
ed ſuftictently confirming this truth. So 
he related of Paphaucins the Hermite , 
that, as he was led bound, becauſe he 
was 2 Chr:/tian, and thoſe that conduct- 
cd him threatned him with many tor- 
ments, unleſs he forſook the Farrh of 
Feſus Chriſt, he ſmiling at his Tormen- 
ters told them, We Hermites are uſed to 
ſuffer ſuch torments in the Deſerts, But, 
becauſe both te me, and likewiſe : 
al 
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all that knew Gregory, it is a thing moſt 
certain that he was an eminent Sprr:rual 
Martyr, I will diſcourſe no further 
thereof ; conſidering the joy wherewith 
he received his Death ; how without a- 
ny apprehenſion, and terrour ; with how 
much greater alacrity h- beheld Death 
near and preſent, than Worldlings have 
amidſt their pleaſures, honours, and 
paſtimes; ſaying with the Apo/t/e ;,, To 
ms to live 1s Chrift, and death a gain, 
Phil. 1. 21. 

So that Gregory's content lay in ſuffer- 
ing for Chriſt, and his delight, and glo- 
ry in the Croſs; ſaying as S. Paul; Gal. 
6. 14. Far b? it from me to glory, ſauc 172 
the Croſs of my Lers Jeſus Chrilt : and 
as the Prophe: Darid, who, ſceing him- 
ſelf laden with ſo many bleſſings and 
mercies, as 1n the latter end of his days 
God bcitowed on him, began to confi - 
der it, and ſay : Wherew:th jhall T recom 
periſe the Lord for ſo many favours, as he 
hath done me ? Pſal. 115.12. Gt caſting his 
eyes on all that hehad, he found no 0- 
ther recompence ſatisfactoty, but to lay; 
V. 13. 1 will take his Cup, 1 will invocate 
his Name : as if he had ſaid ; I will in- 
ternally deſire to drink of the Chalice of 
his Paſſion, which I behold , and yery 
PF 12 well 
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well underſtand by the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy. This was therefore the Spirit of 
Gregory; by this way did God condu&t 
him ; this is the Doctrine taught him by 
Chr:/t our Lord; in whoſe pains and 
death he found his ſpiritual delight : for, 
other delight he never coveted, as hath 
bin ſaid Yea he uſed to fay ; That 
Men perfett in ſpirit are diſpleaſed at the 
having thoſe guſts, which Beginners do 
willingly entertain, For, a Man 1s af- 
fronted with the being offered a Bunch of 
Grapes, or ain Apple, wherewith a Child 
is much delighted, And he added : That 
the preſent life is not a life of joy, and reſt ; 
but of ſorrow, and labour, 

In fine , this his rcjecing of Delights, 
though theſe ſpiritual, proceeded in him 
from a moſt perfeRt Poyerty of Spirit, 
which God gave him; the property 
whereof is not to deſire any thing but 
God, for his own ſake ; in which con- 
filts true Charity , and the heighth of 
Chriſtian Perfection : ſo that, whoſoe- 
ver loves God more, is more perfect, 
whether with, or without , thoſe guſts. 
For, if a poor Cobler mending his Shoes 
tove God more than a Contemplative, 
(how great fruition ſocver he have at- 
tained) he would be the more perfectin 
2 Chriitiun life. With 
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With this ſpirit Gregs7y mainly aimed 
at the intenſion, and purity of Charity, 
deſiring ever in his life and labours to 
imitate Chriſt our. Lord; on vihom 
he fixed his eyes, as onan excellent ()- 
riginal, from which he was to copy the 
beſt way of labouring : ſaying with Da- 
vid; Mine eyes arc always on the Lord, 
Pſal. 24.15. To which pnrpoſc he was 
wont wiſely to apply that Sentence; A 
wiſe mans eyes are in his head, Eccicf. 2. 
7.4. meaning, that a Wiſe man always 
hath his eyes fixed on Chriſt, who is his 
Head. For, ſaid he: The. Soul rorched 
with the Love of God zs lize the Aariners 
Needle, which, by being touched rrith the 
Loadſtone, ſtands ever pointing to the 
North; And ſo in Spiritual Men there 
muſt be alſo this admirable property, that 
#1 every plac and affaire, they retaine this 
inclination, and propenſny, of haviag their 
eyes always fixed on Chrilt our Lord, 

He pleaſed himſelf much with thoſe 
that did this, And thereupon, Four 
Perſons, very Spiritual, and great Ser- 
vants of God, coming to ſee him once, 
and fitting one day at the Table with 
him, it ſo fell out, that they were all 
bare- headed ; He looked chearfully up- 
cn them, and ſaid: Z/rfſed be God, that 

F 4 all 
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all we, who ſit at this Table, have our 


heads uncovered, ' He ſpake with ſpirit, | 
and meant, that they were all ſpiritually 
looking on Cirift, who is our Head; | 


and who at that time was uncovered to 
them all : and, by the ſignes we diſcern- 
ed, I hold for certain, he ſaw the Interj-. 
our of thoſe there preſent ; for, as we 
have intimated, God many times did 
him this favour : and, conſidering the 
Vertue, and good Spirit of his Gueſts, 
it might be believed, they were in a dif- 
poſition of having then their thoughts 
bent on God. Of this Holy Man I ever 
concluded, that he never loſt fight of 
God, and therefore God never left look- 
ing to him; according to that of Fob - 
God will not take off his eyes from 4a jujt 
man, Job. 36. 7. And by this Divine 
aſpet God.ſo preſerved him, that he ne- 
ver ſtumbled , notwitþitanding all the 
obſtacles, and ſnares, the Enemy laid 
for him ;but freely,and ſecurely eſcaped 
them, as hath been ſhewed. 
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CHAP. XXX, 
of the Effets of bis Prayer, 


I Always knew, God wrought wonder- 
ful things by the Praycrs of the 
Holy Man Gregory; but I percei- 
ved alſo, that, out of his great humi- 
lity, he revealcd to none theſe extraor- 
dinary Effects : for, he never told any 
ſuch to me, though ſo intimate with him. 
Yet I amcertain, he underſtood of the 
itrange things which our Lord had 
wrought by his Prayers : of which , to 
God's glory,l will relate ſome, which by 
other means I came to know. 

In the Year 1579. at our Lady of Xe- 
medies there came to viſit him a 7r:«/#, 
much troubled, becauſe he did not per- 
ſevere in the ſervice of God, but, by rea- 
ſon of occaſions that were preſented 
him, had grievous lapſes, and there- 
fore carneſtly requeſted him to pray to 
God for him, and counſel him what was - 
beſt for him; ſince, certainly, he would 
do it, though it were to go to a Moun- 
tain, and be a ZZermre, in regard his Sal- 
vation 
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vation was no light matter. To all which 
Gregory anſwered only thefe words ; Ze 
you for this year & Hermte in Mexico, 
Which he under!tanding, as it ought to 
be underfitood, endeavoured to change 
his life, and lived with rauch improve- 
ment of his Soul, Now, this 77:2 /# go. 
ing once through the Streets of Mexico, 
(for, he emplojed himſelf in works of 
Charity towards his Neighbour } had a 
Call, and interiour Word, without re- 
flefting tien on what the Holy Man 
had ſaid to him, yet bis.Call agreed with 
it, wich was , that he ſhould obſerve 
Inter:ovr Recolie*tion. And art the ſame 
in{t-nr (trough the Divine Mercy) ſuch 
ftrergtn and courage was given him, that 
he went recollected through all the 
Streets, and publick places, praying 
within himſclf, fo that no impediment, 
buſineſs, or noiſe was able to divert him 
from this Exerciſe, as if he had for fifty 
Years exerciſed himſelf in Prayer. He 
feund himſelf a new man, and ſo much 
altered from what he was formcrly, that 
at that very inſtant all rhoughts of the 
Earth left him, and he embraccd thoſe of 
Heaven. Hequitted all complements, 
and Viſits (for, theſe were they that did 
him hurt); and all his converſe, and de- 
| light 
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light was to be retired within himſelf 
treating with God of his Salvation, Im- 
mediatly he began to be much alone cx- 
cept Charity required of him thu con- 
trary; people ditcorbed jim no more 
than if they had bin trees, or rocks: he 
began to uſe F2ſtings, LUiſciplines,Cilices; 
and God exerciſed him with many 7 «1p- 
tations, greater than any he had met with 
in all his life ; whereof ſome were inte- 
rior, others exterior : yet the ſame Lord 
gave him ſtrength to defend himſelf, as 
though he had bin an old beaten Soul- 
dier, and ancient Hcrmite. te began 
alſo to live in Poverty : and, by Gregory's 
prayers God formed in him the Eremi- 
tical Life as perfet, and compieart, as if 
he had dwelt many ycars in the Deſert. 
And, that he might not want any of the 
things that uſually befall Hermures, he 
was almoſt all that Year tempted viſibly 
by Devils. That Year expired, he went 
to conferr with G7egory, who was then in 
Grajteca; gave him an account of his 
Life, as he had before done at our La- 
ay's of Remedies; and having bin ſome 
cight days in his company told him, Now 
the Year is paſt, wherun I was to be an 
Hermite, from hence forward what muſt 
Ido? lie anſwered only theſe words ; 
Love 


220 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 39, 


Love God, and your Nejghbour : and 
with this they. parted. So, the Pricſt 


returning for 3Zexico began in alonely | 


place that was in the way to think on the 
aforeſaid words; and having already 
ſtudied the matter of Charity, he con- 
ceived, he unverftood ſufficiently this 
point, and i};cr2apon went ſomwhat 
unwillingly to tai Exerciſe, to which 
he had bin directed. But, remeinbring 
how much good Gregcry's firlt counſell 
had done him, he began to humble him- 
ſelf, and to apprehend,there was in thoſe 
words ſome deeper Mylitery, than his 
meanins arrived at : So, he reſolved to 
make them the ſybjet of his Prayer, and 
beſeech God to diſcover, withont re- 
garding his arrogance and pride what lay 
hidden therein, When preſently he 
perceived an interiour ſpeech from God, 
very intellisibic, and diſtinct, which ſaid 
to him; That you may attain the Love of 
God, you muſs arveſt your ſelf of all you 
are, and poſſcſs; and ay to all things of the 
World, HRercto he offercd himſelf with 
all his heart, to the end the Divine Ma- 
jeity might conſummate this mercy in 
him. Immediatly he found in himſelf , 
that diveſtiture and diſengagement God 
re- 
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required of him : and withall received 
an Unction of the Divine Love ſo exceſ- 
five, that neither his Underſtanding was 
able to comprehend, nor his Heart capa» 
cious enough to receive it ; even totally 
knguiſhing away in this great Gift : and 
he ſaid, it was a wonder that he did not 
fall off the Horſe, which then he rid on, 
By this the Prieſt underſtood the depth, 
and perfection of Gregory's counſel, , and 
the efficacy of his Prayer : and he endea- 
voured to cleanſe and to dilate his heart 
for the receiving ſuch a favour, and 
made firm purpoſes of following in eve. 
ry thing the will, and conduct of God, 
what way ſoever he pleaſed to lead him, 
In that Rapt of Zove he continued the 
ſpace of ſeven hours ; during which 
God ſhewed him the Yer:ines, and their 
Beauty, and ſome he made him expert- 
mentally apprehend, and as it were feel, 
and poſſeſs them. This favour left 
in him a great effect, which was, 
that for the ſpace of Six Years after 
he was cxtraordinarily ſuitained in 
the ſame Love, almoſt always ex- 
erciſing ſome act thereof, and practi- 


, ſing thoſe Yerines, God had ſhewn 


kim : and even to this day, being 
now 
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F Holy G:e ory's Life 
was writte!: b» Father 
Loſa in &.D 198. 
( as «ppears "y Da- 
mingo de Ulloa ihe 
Biſhop of Mechoacan 
bis Letter to him ſet 
befare this Bocþ) 8 but 
this and ſome other 
Additions were made 


now above f thirty 
Years ſince , it is his 
ſupport, and ſtaff for 
perſevering, amidſt 
all his tribulations 
and afflitions , cou- 
rageouſly in God's 
way. And many 0- 


to it net I ng before 
the publiſhing of it, 
which was in A. D. 
1612, 


ther things have be- 
fallen him which 
are not here re- 
counted, becauſe 
this is ſufficient to ſhew, how accepta- 
- ble to our Lord the Prayers of this Holy 
Man were, even during the time h 
lived in this Exile. | 
A certain Perſon very earneſtly re- 
queſting Gregory Lopez to undertake the 
charge of him, that he might advance in 
the Spiritual Way;he bade him: 2, Bro- 
ther, for Jeſus Chritt :s your Maſter. 
And preſently he fclt the truth hereof in 
his Soul, and perceived it by the eff: ; 
for, he began to procced with ſo great a 
difference in his ſpirit, as ſeeing is from 
blindneſs : immediatly God gave him a 
knowledge of his own Nothingneſs, and 
Cyr:ſt's being the Vericy ſo evidently, 
that he began to be quite another man; 
acknowleaving the tublimity of ſuch 4 
Fayol! 
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favour befell him for the Prayer of Gre- 
gory. He hath fincet..t had many Ex- 
tafies, and Rapts, whereby | 5 ſoul gain- 
eth more humility and courage. 

A Keligiuns Woman, of great. vertue , 
and ſpirit, had an iateriour acvertiſe- 
ment of a fore affliction that would beiall 
her.. She was exccedingly troubled 
hereat for the ſpace of eight Months, 
tearing this affliction raijght prove ſome 
offence againſt God, and therefore re- 
commended her ſelf to the Prayers of all 
the Servants of our Lord. So, this Xe- 
ligions Woman, having communicated on 
the Feſtival of the YVirzm cur Lady's 
Nativiry, bens in Prayer had a particu- 
lar impulſe to recommend her ſelf to the 
Prayers of the Holy Man Gregory Lopez, 
who was at that time in Santta-Fe. In- 
ſomuch as that ſhe intreated a Gentle- 
man who ſomtimes viſited her, and is 
now a Religious Aan, to go and deſire 
him to recommend her to God, The 
Holy Man received the meſſige from 
Him, and anſwered; 7 will do fo - let 
her be faithful to God, and fear nothing ; 


. for, ſhe ſhall not fall into any «ffexice againſt 


him, Upon this ſhe remained as quiet, 
as if an Angel! from Heaven had ſaid it : 
and things fell out juſt as Gregory Fad 
force 
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foretold. But the Gentleman going to 
Santa-Fe, to carry this meſſage, by the 
way went into the Coverr of S. Domi- 
nic at Mexico, to requelt a certain Rels- 
gious Man of eminent Sanctity that he 
would recommend to God this Religrous 
Woman, his Penitent. The next day this 
Religious Man being at Prayer was rapt 
in Spirit, and ſaw holy Gregory kneeling 
in the Preſence of Ged, and praying for 
her; and that the Divine Majelty ac- 
cepted his Petition with great willing- 
neſs; and told this perſon, tnat his Ser- 
vant »7egory took nwch care for her in 
his Prayers, This the Religious Manre- 
lated with much reſentment, and many 
tears ; and affirmed, that in that Y:ſ707 
he came to know Gregory Lopez, ; for he 
knew him not before, The Keligious 
Woman became thence-forward much 
devoted to the Holy Man; who at the 
day of his death requited her : for, ſhe, 
knowing nothing thereof, had, for four 
days ſpace, a very particular ſentiment 
of the Goodneſs of God, and how much 
ſhe owed to him, withja manifeſt diſco- 
very of the deceirfulneſs of the World ; 
and ſhe conceived, that for certain Gre- 
gory had obtained her that favour 
from God; becauſe he was _ in 
" 03 - 
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Heaven enjoying his Divine Preſence, 
There was a Pricſt that bare a great 
affection to the Zoly Ian, and who fol- 
lowed his counſel and direction in the 
way of Prayer ; him God had done cer- 


' tain favours, in the which he took ſuch 


content, that in the enjoying thereof, he 
neglected any_ further advancement in 
the Spiritual Way. Grego y, ſecing his 
manner of procedure, alleaged that Sen- 
tence of 1/aias; Thou haſt found the life of 
thy hands, and therefore thou laſt not 
asked, - If. 57. 10, with the which God 
much opened his eyes, to walk with 
more diſengagement of his Spirit, and 
to plunge himſelf into that vait Immen- 
fity of God, without attaching his heart 
to ways of his own, or alſo to thoſe fa- 
vours, with which God othetwhiles 
had conducted him. For, he endeavours 
ed to {trip himſelf of all things whatever, 
to be, thus, the more diſpoſed to obey 
on all occaſions the Divine Will, and not 
to make a ſtop in the Spiritual Way ; 
receiving hereby much improvement 
both for himſelf, and for others, 

A Yong Man, of very good deſires, 
grew much diſquicted for four or five 
Moaths, and the principall cauſe of his 


_ difquiet was the not knowing whatftate 


of life to chuſe, for his Salvation, Here- 


Q. with 
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with he acquainted ſome pious and de- 
vout Perſon-, defiring them to pray for 
him; and, when none of theſe means 
ſerved to calme his ſpirit, in this diſtreſs 
he remembred him of Gregory Lopez, 
and went to Savtta-Fe to viſit him : now, 
though he wasa Yong Man, without de- 
pending upon any, yet the meer behold- 
ing of him imprinted in him ſuch a reve- 
rence, that, notwithſtanding Gregory was 
of an humble aſpect, and in a poor habit, 
he ſaid, he had never in all his life ſeen 
a man, that rendred him both interjorly, 
an exteriorly ſo much compoſed ; and 
that it ſeemed to him that he ſaw in his 
look ſomthing more than Humane. He 
requeſted him to recommend him to 
God, that his Majeſty would vouchſafe 
him light, to chuſe that State, wherein he 
might dohim moſt ſervice : and, upon 
Gregory's ſaying only, Reſt your ſelf cor- 
tented, for I will recommend you to God ; 
his ſpirit wascalmed, and the foremen- 
tioned inquietude never returned more ; 
which he attributed to the Holy Man's 
Prayer: and, chuſing the ſtate of ?r:eſt- 
hood he died in very good repute for 
Vertue and Sanctity, He affirmed alſo 
upon oath, that, going at other timesto 
Gregcry, & acquainting him with ſeveral 
£cmpt:ations of his, he always return'd 
very 
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very much ſatisfied and comforted, 

Another perſon, very well affected to 
Gregory, went where he was,and the firt 
night ſuſtained divers and very ſore 
temptations, of which ſtraight in the 
morning he gave him an account z where- 
upon he anſwered ; 7 forgor my elf laſt 
mght ; it ſhall not be ſo from hence for- 
ward : and the nights following he found 
himſelf more eaſed, and with more de- 
votion ; which he held for certain befell 
him by the Frayers of Gregory, 


Ca mall 


of the reverence he cauſed in them 
that looked on hw. 


] T is indeed a thing very worthy of ob- 

ſervation,that a Man, poor,ſolitary, 
and unknown, clad in grey Sack-cloth, al- 
ways bare-headed, and abandoned, as it 
were, ſhould ſtrike ſuch an aw and vene- 
ration into thoſe that lopked on him , 
that, though they were people of much 
converſe in the world, yet ſome ſhould 
not be able to ſpeak a word to him. In- 
deed Vertue and Sar.ctity do happen to 
be honoured, and reverenced even by 


thoſe that do not practiſe them; for, 


Good always looks well : and, fince, 
throughour {1ns, it is ſo rare in the world, 


Q.2 no 
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no wonder, though it cauſe admiration, 
and fear, 

A Perſon of quality, and of much ver- 
tue, repaired with a great deſire to ſee 
the Holy Man, and to treat of a buſineſs 
of importance, that diſquieted his Mind, 
and made him melancholick and ſad ; as 
ſoon as he came into his preſence he was 
troubled, and ſpeechleſs, ſo that he could 
not ſay a word to him : being in this per: 
turbation, and Gregory ſtill expecting 
when he would declare his neceſſity, he 
was not able for a long ſpace of time ; 
till the Holy Aa? lift up his counte- 
nance, and looked on him a while (poſſi 
bly, recoramending him to God) ana in 
the end eaſed his pain, and anſwered his 
doubt, and ſatisfied him in every thing 
that he would have asked, had he not bin 
ſtruck dumb : at which he grew more 
confounded and amazed, perceiving, he 
had underſtood his very mind and 
thoughts by the divine light of Prayer. 
So, going forth he relarcd this paſſage to 
another devout Cavalicr,that came along 
with him, and,asked by him what ſhould 
be the cauſe of that perturbation of his, 
He anſwered ; the ſceing ſo venerable 
an aſpe&t,with ſo great mortification,and 
ſo holy & interiour a recolleRion ;z and 
$hat he went away aſtoniſhed, becavſe, 


with 
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without his acquainting him with his buſi- 
neſs, he had given him ſo particular an an- 
ſwer to all that was in his heart. 

There came to fee him a Yong man a S:u- 
dent, and,before the Holy 1ar's ſpeaking a 
word to him, ſuch a fear and amazement 
ſcized his ſpirit, that he immediatly deter- 
mined thence-forward to change his life, & 
was afterward a Prieſt, very retired & ex- 
emplary, continuing for the ſpace of thoſe 
five Years that Gregory lived, to conferr 
with him. 

AcertainGentleman's Servant came to him 
with a mefſage from his Maſter, & being in 


| his preſence was ſetzed with ſuch a terrour 


and altonifiiment, that he was not able to 
ſpeak,whereupon going forth he ſaid ; Ir zs 
one thing to ſpe. k with theſe Men of God; & 
another, with Men of the World; I never 
rmought any mai's countenance could ever 
have tronble: me, Not many days after 
coming with another meſſage, and telling ir 
me, I asked him, if he would go 1n, & dclt- 
ver it himſelf to Gregory, he anſwered me, 
No Sir, I pray,do you tell it him;fer Idare net. 
Another came a great way off to this Vil- 
lage of Sanfa-Fe to viſit him, and, having 
heard reports, and commendations of his 
Sanity, was troubled in his mind that he 
was to appear in his Preſence; but, when he 
approached and ſaw him, ſo great was the 
Q 3 1n- 
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interiour Joy which he felt, that, unable tg 
conceale ir, he told the Huly Man what 
paſſed, whereto he anſwered : G:ve God 
thaiks for it. This his Joy continued for 
two days, to the great improvement of his 
Soul,; and he ſaid,he conceived,he had ſeen 
an Avsjtic ; and that, on that occaſion,God 
gave him ſuch extraordinary ſentiments, ag 
he was in no wiſeable to declare, He affirm. 
ed, that the ſecond time he ſaw him, with 
the meerly looking on him, without asking 
him any thing, he found himſelf inwardly 
ſatished concerning his doubts. For, as 
hath bin ſaid, our Lord had beſtowed this 
favour upon Gregory. 


Theſe (Chriftian Reader)are the Wonders 
which God wrought in his Servant Gregory 
L-upez; which furniſhed me with matter for 


a larger, and compleater Narration, had [ | 


not bin diſcouraged by that want of Devo- 
tion, into which in our times the Faithful 
are fallen; whom the brevity of a Book muſt 
invite to readit : hereby cauſing Writers, 
where our Lord hath bin very liberal in do- 
ing his Servants favours, to be very ſparirg 
in relating them. Therefore I content my 
ſelf with having given the Contemplatives 
an occaſion of inferricg, from what is ſaid, 
how many the cxceljencies were, and how 
great the fire of U:vine Love, that enflamed 
the happy ſoul of Gregory, fince the meer 

ſparks 
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ſparks thereof that flew abroad, ſo much a- 
gainſt his will, (by reaſon of that continual 
vigilance, whereby he always procured 
that his actions might be concealed from 
Men's, and only acceptable to God's eyes) 
theſe alone, ſay,were ſufficient to make his 
Life be accounted for miraculous. And this 
very juſtly : For, whoſoever confiders the 
frailty of our Nature, its reluctance to Ver 

tue, and inconſtancy in practiling itz and, 
withall the heroicall actions, and perſeve- 
verance of Gregory, may very plainly per- 
ceive, that his manner of life was no leſs 
miraculous, and is as rarely ſeen as it is to 


raiſe the Dead, & perform by the grace of 


God other like Supernatural works, Now, 
that ſo far forgetting all his contents ; his 
diſengagement from things of fleſh, and 
blood ; Poverty, both interiour, and exte> 


| riour, ſo well obſerved ; his Mortification, 


and Abſtinences, not only from things that 
feaſt the Body,but likewiſe from tho'c that 
do renew the Spirit, and help in part ro de- 
fray the charges of ſuch as trsftick in Spiri- 
tual Matters ; ſuch a wonderiu! Silence ſo 
rarely ſeen, interrupted in due times with 
Sentences, which in f2w words had ſuch 
great cffets;a negleRing of his own conve- 
niences ſo far, as to have his mind meerly 
on God, and almoſt totally to forget him- 
ſelf; a profound Humility, whereby he 

thought 
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thought ſo baſely of himſelf, and ſo well of 
all beſides ; ſuch a confidence in, and partti- 
cular reſignation to, God, deſiring rather to 
rely on the Providence of his 1Zaje/ty, than 
the care of en; the not ſpeaking anidle 
word (a defect ordinary,everi among per- 
fons very perfect ;) the ſhewing ſo great 
diſcretion as never to become tedious or 
offenſive to his Neighbours, yet without 
failing to aid them in their neceffities; an 
invincible Patience, wherewith he ſuſtained 
ſuch troubleſome perſecutions, & ſlanders; 
as the Devil invented to obſcure his repu- 
tation; an univerſal Knowledge of the 


Hoely Scriptures, wherein he had forhis Ma- ' 


{ter the Holy Ghoſt; Andlaſtly, ſucha per: 
fet Union with God in his Spirit, and his 


molt high Prayer, continued throughout | 


the whole courſe of his life,. fo as that the 
diverſity of times, places, or perfons did 
not interrupt it ; Theſe were all ſo many 


Miracles wrought by God in his Servant | 


Gregory; and do aſſure us how prevalent 
his [nterceſhon is with his Divine Majeſty; 
that thereby alſo we may procure to imi- 
tate his Vertnes; and thus more advance 
the Glory of Sod, devotion to the Sazzt, 
and our own good : the only thing that | 
. deſigned, in writing this Books Farewell. 
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